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Executive Summary 

Overview 

In developing the High Wycombe 2050 Transport Strategy we have reviewed national, sub-

national and local policies, plans and strategies, and collated and analysed various datasets to 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀǎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ŀ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŀǎ ǘƻ Ƙƻǿ IƛƎƘ ²ȅŎƻƳōŜΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇort network 

performs, and where the key challenges and opportunities lie. We have also engaged 

extensively with Council officers and Members, technical stakeholders such as transport 

operators and local business leaders, and people who live, work and visit High Wycombe.    

COVID-19 

The Transport Vision and Strategy was due to be published in spring 2020, however the 

COVID-19 pandemic took hold in the UK during the concluding phases of the commission and 

consequentially, final meetings and decisions were delayed.  

COVID-19 has had and continues to have a profound impact worldwide. It is affecting the way 

in which towns and cities work and the way in which people live and travel. There is 

considerable uncertainty about whether COVID-19 transport demand responses (e.g., home 

working, online shopping etc.) are temporary, have accelerated existing trends, or will 

fundamentally change the nature and location of economic activity in the future.  

While there is uncertainty about the nature of future demand for travelΣ IƛƎƘ ²ȅŎƻƳōŜΩǎ 

transport challenges and opportunities remain the same as they were pre-COVID. There is still 

a need for transformational change in both the approach to planning for transport and the 

travel behaviour of users of the transport network if traffic congestion in the town is to be 

managed effectively, air quality challenges are to be tackled, and carbon emissions are to be 

reduced in line with local and national targets (to net zero by 2050). 

The long-term ambition of the 2050 Transport Vision still holds, therefore, and the Transport 

{ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ±ƛǎƛƻƴ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǊƛƎƘǘΩ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ IƛƎƘ ²ȅŎƻƳōŜΣ 

because it has a long-term focus that is unchanged by the short to-medium term impacts of 

COVID-19. The Transport Vision articulates the level of ambition for how High Wycombe 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭ ōȅ нлрл ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘǊŀǾŜƭΩ ŦǊƻƳ ƴƻǿ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ 

Strategy is the implementation plan for the Transport Vision; it describes the key transport 

schemes required in the next five, ten, fifteen years and beyond in order to deliver the Vision.  

The Transport Strategy considers all forms of travel and all areas of High Wycombe, as well as 

connections to and from the town, such as Aylesbury and Milton Keynes to the north, and 

Amersham, Chesham, and Hertfordshire to the east. It also considers the opportunities of new 

technologies in transport such as Ψon-demandΩ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ (flexible buses that adapt in real time 

to passenger needs). 
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The High Wycombe Transport Vision 

The High Wycombe 2050 Transport Vision sets the overall direction of travel and the scale of 

ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƭŀȅŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ constitutes the 

¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ±ƛǎƛƻƴΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ±ƛǎƛƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘǊŜŜ Ψ/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎΩ themes, and a set of key 

ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŜƳŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ±ƛǎƛƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ Ψ/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎΩ ǘƘŜƳŜǎ ŀǊŜΥ 

By 2050, High Wycombe will be among the best connected and most 
innovative towns in the Thames Valley, where all journeys, from start to 
finish, are low emission, seamless, and safe for all residents, businesses 
and visitors.  

Connecting locally  Connecting regionally  Connecting green spaces 

Allowing everyone to access 
key destinations, services and 
travel hubs by providing and 

promoting attractive 
alternatives to the car, making 
best use of technology; as well 
as reducing the need to travel 

and reducing the distance 
travelled every day. 

 Strengthening connectivity ς 
digital, energy and transport 
ς to support the movement 
of people and goods within 
the Thames Valley and to 

London, Heathrow Airport, 
Oxford and beyond. 

 Enhancing health and 
wellbeing by providing safe, 

accessible routes to and 
throughout the town and its 

unique natural 
surroundings, including The 

Chilterns and Rivers Wye 
and Thames. 

The High Wycombe Transport Strategy 

A growing population, more employment and housing, and economic regeneration and 

prosperity will lead to more journeys being made in High Wycombe in the future than today. 

Ψ.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀǎ ǳǎǳŀƭΩ ŦƻǊ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǿƻǊƪΦ aŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǘǊƛǇǎ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŎŀǊ ƻƴ IƛƎƘ 

²ȅŎƻƳōŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ, with its limited opportunities for increasing space 

on existing roads for more traffic, will result in more congestion and longer journey times. 

Heavy traffic flows and congestion would further impede bus journey times and make walking 

and cycling environments less safe and attractive due to worsening road safety and air quality.  

Even if opportunities for widening roads were to exist, such enhancements would not address 

issues regarding the negative impacts of vehicular traffic on pollution, nor the quality of life of 

residents, including air quality, road safety, and wider public health. As such, a balanced 

approach to transport planning and provision is required to support growth and prosperity in 

High Wycombe. 

The Transport Strategy comprises a package of 26 initiatives across six different intervention 

categories. The process of identifying the package was informed by {ǘŜŜǊΩǎ ¦Ǌōŀƴ 5ȅƴŀƳƛŎ 

Model (UDM) ς the High Wycombe decision-informing tool ς which tested different 

combinations of interventions under different future scenarios. Whilst the exact content of 

the Transport Strategy will necessarily flex over time in response to new information, 

challenges and opportunities, by using this method and testing different scenarios with our 

partners we can have confidence that the schemes we have Ǉǳǘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ΨǊƛƎƘǘΩ 

combination of options.      

The scope of the individual initiatives included in the Transport Strategy are outlined in this 

report. The key aspects of these initiatives are grouped into categories:  
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¶ Walking and cycling: support people to walk or cycle for their shorter everyday trips in 

and around High Wycombe. Key initiatives include: 

ς Lower traffic ΨIŜŀƭǘƘȅ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘΩ ǎŎƘŜƳŜǎΥ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƳŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ƻƴ 

residential streets, preventing rat running, and making it easier and safer to travel on 

foot or by bicycle.  

ς Segregated (separate from traffic) ŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ƭŀƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ΨǉǳƛŜǘ ǿŀȅΩ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ 

arterial corridors and key routes.   

ς Development of a Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) to identify a 

future town-wide walking and cycling network for High Wycombe. 

¶ Public transport: higher quality, frequency and coverage of public transport services, 

particularly local bus services, to make travelling by public transport easier, and a viable, 

attractive alternative to going by car. Key initiatives include: 

ς Improved bus services to Cressex Business Park and Globe Business Park from High 

Wycombe neighbourhoods. 

ς Expansion of [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ȊƻƴŜ 9 to include High Wycombe. 

ς Development of north-south and east-west bus priority corridors on the A404 and 

A40.Trains that travel into the new Old Oak Common railway station to provide an 

alternative terminus to London Marylebone for Chiltern services and make it easier 

for passengers to access Crossrail, High Speed 2 and other services. 

¶ Shared and new mobility: shared and new mobility modes should be embraced where 

there is evidence that they will support people in leading a car-ŦǊŜŜ ƻǊ ΨŎŀǊ-ƭƛƎƘǘΩ ƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜΦ 

Key initiatives include:  

ς Demand responsive flexible bus services that adapt to passenger needs 

ς Integrated multi-operator ticketing within a High Wycombe travel zone.  

ς Providing car club spaces as standard in new developments and in the town centre.  

ς An e-bike and/or e-scooter hire scheme in High Wycombe. 

¶ Highways and congestion management: optimise the existing highway network through 

new technologies and manage the level of traffic congestion experienced. The key 

schemes include: 

ς Optimisation of town centre traffic signals to reduce queuing. 

- Smart, networked traffic-lights to manage queues along main road corridors (e.g. 

A404) by synchronising signals 

ς Repurposing or redesigning the A40 Abbey Way flyover in the town centre.  

¶ Land-use, planning and parking: land-use, planning and parking policies which make 

better use of the available land in High Wycombe and which serve to support future 

trends in travel habits and transport technologies. The key initiatives are: 

ς Delivery of town-wide electric vehicle charging point network. 

ς Parking standards that support car-free and car-light development in the town 

centre. 

ς Additional demand management / pricing mechanisms.  

¶ Behaviour change: support a transformational shift in everyday travel habits, a High 

Wycombe-wide behaviour change package will be delivered to promote uptake of more 

sustainable forms of travel (cycling, walking and public transport) as alternatives to single-

person car trips.  
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What is the High Wycombe 2050 Transport Strategy? 

1.1 ¢ƘŜ IƛƎƘ ²ȅŎƻƳōŜ нлрл ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǎŜǘǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ IƛƎƘ ²ȅŎƻƳōŜΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 

transport system. The Vision is ŎƭŜŀǊ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƻǿ IƛƎƘ ²ȅŎƻƳōŜΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ 

system should unlock, support and enhance the wellbeing and prosperity of its residents, 

visitors and businesses in the longer term.   

By 2050, High Wycombe will be among the best connected and most 
innovative towns in the Thames Valley, where all journeys, from start to 
finish, are low emission, seamless, and safe for all residents, businesses 
and visitors.  

1.2 Looking ahead over a thirty-year time horizon ς beyond traditional planning and forecasting 

timescales ς affords the opportunity to look objectively at current challenges, to consider 

carefully what must and should change, and to be on the front foot of future trends and 

opportunities. How people travel within, through and out of High Wycombe in 2050 will 

inevitably be very different to what we experience today. Therefore, a longer-term holistic 

approach is necessary to ensure that positive trends are prepared for and harnessed, and that 

trends with potentially undesired effects are rejected or mitigated. The Strategy creates a 

framework for assessing the value of new forms of travel and technologies to a future High 

Wycombe.   

1.3 LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ IƛƎƘ ²ȅŎƻƳōŜΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ to delivering sustainable growth by 

increasing competitiveness, supporting employment and creating opportunity across the 

town. The Transport Strategy reflects the ambition that residents, businesses and other 

stakeholders hold for High Wycombe as a place in which to live, work or play, and identifies 

the role that an enhanced transport system has in achieving that ambition.   

1.4 The Transport Vision articulates the level of ambition for how High Wycombe should look and 

ŦŜŜƭ ōȅ нлрл ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘǊŀǾŜƭΩ from now to then. The Transport Strategy is the 

implementation plan for the Transport Vision; it describes the key transport schemes required 

in the next five, ten, fifteen years and beyond to deliver the Vision.  

1.5 The Transport Strategy considers all forms of travel and all areas of High Wycombe, as well as 

ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΦ Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ΨŘƛǎǊǳǇǘƛǾŜΩ 

technologies in transport such as on-demand and shared mobility.  

  

1 Introduction 
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Development of the High Wycombe 2050 Transport Strategy 

1.6 Buckinghamshire Council appointed transport, infrastructure and cities consultancy Steer to 

support the preparation of the Transport Strategy, covering the period to 2050.  

1.7 National, sub-national and local planning and transport policy, combined with an evidence-led 

ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ IƛƎƘ ²ȅŎƻƳōŜΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎΣ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎŜǎΣ 

opportunities and threats, set the overarching context for the Transport Strategy.  

1.8 The development of the Transport Strategy involved the consideration of several potential 

future scenarios that could exist by 2050. Different transport initiatives were tested in the 

IƛƎƘ ²ȅŎƻƳōŜ ΨŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ-ƛƴŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ǘƻƻƭΩ ς {ǘŜŜǊΩǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ¦Ǌōŀƴ 5ȅƴŀƳƛŎ aƻŘŜƭ ό¦5aύ ς to 

give an indication of how the different interventions would perform in combination, and how 

resilient the different combinations were to the future scenarios identified. Further 

information about the future scenarios and the decision-informing tool is provided in the 

accompanying High Wycombe Transport Strategy Supporting Report.  

1.9 Throughout the process of developing both the Transport Vision Statement and the Strategy 

itself the team engaged with Council officers and local political members, as well as technical 

stakeholders such as transport operators and local business leaders, and people who live, 

work and visit High Wycombe. This programme of stakeholder engagement identified local 

ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΩ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ IƛƎƘ ²ȅŎƻƳōŜΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΣ 

and these form the foundations of the Transport Strategy in terms of the overall ambition, the 

themes and the detail of the Transport Strategy.  
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The Wycombe Regeneration Strategy and the High Wycombe Transport Strategy 

1.10 In 2019 the Council published a draft Regeneration Strategy for the former Wycombe district, 

focusing on the urban areas of High Wycombe, Marlow and Princes Risborough. The 

Regeneration Strategy proposes an ambitious target for economic growth in Wycombe by 

2040, and identifies transformational plans to enhance economic vitality, sense of place and 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ IƛƎƘ ²ȅŎƻƳōŜΦ  

1.11 The Wycombe Regeneration Strategy and High Wycombe Transport Strategy were developed 

in tandem between 2019 and 2021, with the respective teams sharing information and ideas 

ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎΦ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ŀ ΨŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŘŜƳŀƴŘΩ όŀ 

consequence of demand generated by travel for economic activity, education, leisure and so 

on), and so it was important for the Transport Strategy to reflect and build on the economic 

ambition set out in the Regeneration Strategy. 

1.12 To do this, an additional economic and land-use scenario was considered in the High 

Wycombe decision-informing tool (see the Supporting Report for full details) and the 

performance of different combinations of transport interventions were tested under this 

ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨƘƛƎƘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΩ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻ όǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

ƻǘƘŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΩ ǎŎenario), and it reflected the higher levels of growth aimed 

for in the Regeneration Strategy.   

Structure of this document 

1.13 Following this introduction, this document is structured as follows: 

¶ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ н ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ IƛƎƘ ²ȅŎƻƳōŜΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ 

network, now and in the future.  

¶ Section 3 presents the High Wycombe Transport Vision. 

¶ Section 4 contains the High Wycombe Transport Strategy ς the details of the schemes 

which will be implemented to realise the Transport Vision between now and 2050.  

¶ Section 5 outlines the delivery plan ς the plan for phasing and funding the schemes in the 

Transport Strategy.  
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Existing travel and transport challenges in High Wycombe 

About the network 

2.1 The M40 lies to the south of High Wycombe and marks the southern boundary of the urban 

area. It provides connections to Oxford and Birmingham to the west, Milton Keynes to the 

north, Heathrow airport and the London conurbation to the east, and Reading to the south. 

The A404 north and A40 are the main roads north-south and east-west through the urban area 

of High Wycombe.  

2.2 The Chiltern Railways line passes through High Wycombe. This provides direct, frequent and 

fast rail connectivity to London (London Marylebone), Oxford, Aylesbury, Warwick, Solihull, 

Birmingham and Kidderminster, particularly in the peak periods. High Wycombe is 

.ǳŎƪƛƴƎƘŀƳǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ ōǳǎƛŜǎǘ ǎǘŀǘion, and as of 2017-18 usership had grown by 37% since 2008-

09; a higher rate of growth than any other Buckinghamshire station on the same line.  

2.3 Bus services in High Wycombe are principally operated by Arriva, with Carousel, First Group 

and Red Eagle also providing some services. The bus station is located on the western side of 

the town centre, on Bridge Street.  

2.4 There is a Park and Ride hub, located to the south of the town at the Handy Cross Coachway 

from which express coach connections also operate to various destinations including 

Heathrow Airport, London and Birmingham. The Park and Ride service currently calls at the rail 

and bus stations, Eden shopping centre and Wycombe hospital.  

2.5 ¢ƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ȅŎƭŜ betwork routes through the 

town, although the Chilterns Cycleway passes through West Wycombe. There is an Ψ9ŀǎǘ-²ŜǎǘΩ 

cycle route running along the river valley, from Desborough to Loudwater, which has some 

signage, but is not fully signed as a cycle route and does not meet current cycling design 

standards along most of its length.  

2.6 The A40 Abbey Way flyover in the town centre, forming the roof of part of the Eden shopping 

centre, has a segregated on-carriageway cycle lane eastbound; however, it connects two large 

roundabouts with no dedicated cycling infrastructure at either end.  

2.7 The town centre is partially pedestrianised along High Street, Church Street and up to 

Frogmoor, and the Eden shopping centre allows people to move around the town centre away 

from vehicles, providing a welcoming environment for pedestrians. 

2 Travel and transport in High 
Wycombe: challenges and 
opportunities 
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Use of the network 

2.8 Journey to work data (Census 2011) provides useful insights into the main ways people travel. 

Most High Wycombe residents travel to work either within the town (43%), or within the 

former Wycombe district (56%). A notable proportion commute to central London, Heathrow, 

Reading and Aylesbury, however these represent much smaller portions at between 4-6%. 

People travelling to High Wycombe for work also come mostly from the former Wycombe 

district or neighbouring districts. 

2.9 When considering what type of transport is used, across the top 20 work destinations of High 

Wycombe residents, 68% drive, 12% walk, 7% take the bus, 6% get a lift in a car, 5% take the 

train and 1% cycle. Though proportions vary by destination, driving journeys continue to be 

high amongst those residents who work within the wider former district (61%); though walking 

is also high at 19%.  

2.10 For those journeys to work that both start and end in High Wycombe town, driving is lower at 

57% and walking journeys are higher again at 24%. For comparison, 55% of journeys to work 

are made by car in England on averageΦ ¢ƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ IƛƎƘ ²ȅŎƻƳōŜΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ 

are more likely to drive than the England average, but other methods of travel are largely in 

line with the England average.  

2.11 There are a high number of schools in High Wycombe and some of the schools draw pupils 

from a wide catchment due to their good reputation. There is a particular cluster in the Daws 

Hill area and stakeholders and residents have reported a significant problem with school traffic 

congestion in this area associated with these schools, which have a total roll of around 3,000 

pupils. 

2.12 Promisingly, data from a sample of 12 primary schools in the town suggests that over half of 

all pupils walk to school (school travel plan data sample 2017-18). However, car travel 

accounts for almost a quarter of trips to school and a further 13% are dropped off nearby and 

walk the final leg. Data for the secondary schools is not available. 
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Impacts of current levels of use 
Congestion 

2.13 The road network is very congested ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǊǳǎƘ ƘƻǳǊ ΨǇŜŀƪ ǘƛƳŜǎΩ ƻƴ key routes. This is 

perhaps unsurprising given the high levels of car ownership and use. Key roads with notable 
delays (which is those that ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǎǇŜŜŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǇŜŀƪ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ рл҈ ƻŦ ΨŦǊŜŜ 
ŦƭƻǿΩ ǎǇŜŜŘ) include the A404 south of Handy Cross, the A40 corridor (London Road) and the 
A404 through the town (Marlow Hill, Amersham Hill). The A4010 (New Road, Chapel Lane, 

Bradenham Road), the A40 (West Wycombe Road) and the A4128 (Hughenden Road) also 
recorded speeds in the morning peak between 50% and 70% of free flow speed. 

2.14 There is a high volume of Ψthrough-trafficΩ which is journeys that do not start or end in the 
town. Traffic modelling1 identified the relative contribution of through traffic to overall traffic 

volumes. The modelling showed that morning and evening peak time traffic had similar 
patterns, comprising: 

¶ 31% internal trips within High Wycombe; 

¶ 46% either originate or end in High Wycombe; and 

¶ 23% through trips. 

2.15 The greatest through traffic flows are along the Hughenden Valley, Marlow Hill and through 

Handy Cross, with a secondary flow along New Road / Chapel Lane. 

2.16 Significant investment in the local road network has been made over recent years to add 
ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ƻǊ ΨcapacityΩΣ to the road network. However, current conditions indicate that this has 
had only a marginal effect on congestion levels. This is in line with national and international 

evidence which shows that increasing highway capacity in towns and cities does not result in 
less congestion in the long term.  

Road safety 

2.17 Over the period 2014 to 2021Σ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ Ŧŀǘŀƭ ό15), serious (158) 

and slight (859) collisions. Clusters exist around the Abbey Way ring junction and up towards 

the station, New Road, the A40 London Road (including one fatal incident) and in the 

Totteridge area, where a few fatal incidents have been recorded.  

Air quality 

2.18 The former Wycombe District Council declared an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) 

ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ IƛƎƘ ²ȅŎƻƳōŜΩǎ ǘƻǿƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƪŜȅ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǊƻŀŘǎ at the end of 2017.  

2.19 To combat the challenge of poor air quality, the Council published an Air Quality Action Plan in 

2018 detailing a series of measures to improve air quality. Continued intervention is required 

to ensure that the levels can be reduced below EU limits and to minimise the need to declare 

an extension of the AQMA. Emissions from transport, particularly cars and vans, is a primary 

contributor to poor air quality across the town.  

2.20 In March 2020, the Council also adopted an Air Quality Supplementary Planning Document to 

the Local Plan which sets out guidance on development requirements for mitigating air quality 

impacts. 

2.21 In 2021 Buckinghamshire Council adopted the Climate Change and Air Quality Strategy which 

aims to  

 

1 High Wycombe Area Transport Study, 2014 
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¶ achieve net zero carbon emissions for Buckinghamshire as a whole by 2050 

¶ achieve net zero carbon emissions for the council no later than 2050, potentially as 

early as 2030 

¶ to improve air quality across Buckinghamshire 

Future travel and transport challenges in High Wycombe 

2.22 How we travel, how many journeys, and how people travel within, through and out of High 

Wycombe in 2050 is likely to be significantly different to what we experience today. An 

increasing and ageing population, different patterns of economic activity and new 

technologies and forms of mobility will influence the demand for travel, where trips are made 

from and to, and why and how those trips are made.  

Planned and forecast future growth 

Population growth and change 

2.23 ¢ƘŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎΩ όhb{ύ Řetailed population projections go as far ahead as 2041 

and forecast that the population of the former Wycombe district will grow from a total of 

175,400 in 2016, to 182,300 in 2030, and 185,900 in 2041. This population growth is 

equivalent to 6% increase between 2016 and 2040. 

2.24 The structure of the population is also forecast to change between now and 2041, with more 

elderly people compared to today, both in absolute and relative terms. The number of people 

aged 65 and over is predicted to increase by 46%, while the number of young people (0-14) is 

expected to reduce by 4%. The number of very elderly people (aged 90+) is expected to 

increase by 180%, which equates to an additional 2,700 people aged 90 and over in Wycombe 

in 2041. 

Housing 

2.25 The Wycombe District Local Plan (adopted August 2019) identifies that the housing target ς 

the number of new dwellings required to be built by the Government ς for the district for the 

plan period 2013-2033 is 10,925 homes, of which 6,350 homes are to be built within the High 

Wycombe urban area. The sites where these new houses are to be built have been allocated 

within the Wycombe District Local Plan. 

2.26 The sites that will accommodate any new homes required beyond 2033 are not yet known. 
DƛǾŜƴ IƛƎƘ ²ȅŎƻƳōŜΩǎ ǘƻǇƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŎƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴts, it is likely that there will be 

a limited number of sites (if any) suitable for new housing. This may mean that in the future 
the High Wycombe urban area ƛǎ ΨŘŜƴǎƛŦƛŜŘΩΣ and this has the potential to change how people 
live in and move around High Wycombe ς if people live closer to the town centre and the 

services and transport options provided there, trip distances will be shorter and walking and 
cycling will be a more viable mode of travel for many everyday trips.  

Employment and the economy 

2.27 The Wycombe District Local Plan (2019) forecasts employment growth of just over 7,650 full 

time equivalent jobs across the district in the period 2013-2033, most of which (c.5,000) will 
be in the ΨB useΩ class sectors of office, industrial and warehousing. Policy CP5 of the Local Plan 
safeguards strategic and local employment areas and aims to support High Wycombe as a 
location for high quality offices. It allocates some employment land on the edge of the town. 

2.28 If employment land is provided to 2033 as planned, predominantly focusing on the protection 
or intensification of existing space rather than the creation of major new employment sites, 

then the distribution of employment/jobs in High Wycombe in 2033 will likely be similar to 
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what they are today, with businesses and jobs concentrated in the town centre and at Cressex 
Business Park. The implication for the High Wycombe Transport Strategy is to ensure that 

transport supports the continuing and future prosperity of these sites.  

Future transport provision 

2.29 Future planned growth in population and employment will be supported and mitigated to an 
extent by various local (and some national and sub-national) transport projects which are due 

to be, or could be, implemented within the lifetime of the High Wycombe Transport Strategy.  

2.30 The notable national and sub-national schemes include High Speed 2, East-West Rail, High 
Wycombe to Old Oak Common single rail line upgrade and improvements to the A404 

Westhorpe interchange at Marlow. Local transport projects, some of which have funding 

committed, include: 

¶ road network capacity enhancements including junction reconfigurations (e.g., Gomm 

Road / London Road, Kingsmead Road / Abbey Barn Road / Abbey Barn Lane and Heath 
End Road / Abbey Barn Lane) and road widening (bridge on Abbey Barn Lane); 

¶ bus service improvements including smart ticketing, capacity enhancements to High 

Wycombe Bus Station and additional bus services for major development sites; 

¶ highway and environmental improvements on roads in the town centre: the High 

Wycombe Town Centre Masterplan; and  

¶ highway and cycling improvements linked to the Southern Quadrant Transport Strategy. 

Implications of growth and future trends 

2.31 Changing social trends, in conjunction with rapid change in the technology and digital spheres, 
mean that it is increasingly difficult to make robust predictions about how we will travel in 10, 
20 or 30 years. There are many factors which could combine in different ways that will affect 

total demand for travel in and to High Wycombe.  

2.32 Despite these inherent challenges, it is possible to make informed predictions, drawing upon 
evidence from experts in the field and an appreciation of the key drivers of travel demand, and 

identify the more, or most, likely manifestations of certain trends and technologies to 2050. 
The following statements are such predictions for High Wycombe: 

¶ It is likely that total demand for travel in High Wycombe will increase during the Local 

Plan period and continue increasing ς albeit at a moderate rate compared to other areas ς 
to 2050, mostly driven by population and employment growth. 

¶ It is likely that traffic congestion in and around High Wycombe will continue to be an 

issue ς a product of demand increasing through population and employment growth, and 
supply decreasing through measures to reallocate road space to other forms of transport. 
bƻ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŜǾŜǊ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ΨǎƻƭǾŜΩ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƻŦ ŎƻƴƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ς new road 

capacity in urban areas is quickly filled as people choose to make new and different trips 
(a ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴƻƴ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ΨƛƴŘǳŎŜŘ ŘŜƳŀƴŘΩύ ς but it should be possible to manage 
ŎƻƴƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳƛǘƛƎŀǘŜ ƛǘǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ IƛƎƘ ²ȅŎƻƳōŜΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ  

¶ It is likely that an ageing population, and increasing absolute numbers of older people, will 
mean that the transport system needs to be more accessible, and more inclusive, than it 
is today.  

¶ It is likely that many of IƛƎƘ ²ȅŎƻƳōŜΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜǘǊƻƭ ƻǊ 
diesel fuelled car with an electric car. Predictions for uptake of electric vehicles vary, but 

it likely that electric vehicles will account for the majority of new car sales from the late 

2020s.  
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¶ It is likely that ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ IƛƎƘ ²ȅŎƻƳōŜΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ satisfy 

their everyday travel needs without owning or using a private car. New development in 
High Wycombe, in and around the town centre and public transport hubs, will locate 
residents near to their jobs, services and leisure opportunities.  

2.33 The likely impacts of Connected and Autonomous Vehicles (CAVs) on travel in High Wycombe 

are still too uncertain to call. There is a very broad range of potential impacts based on when 

CAVs start to become mainstream; whether people are comfortable to share the vehicles or 

want to own them themselves; and the distances that they are used for. Given the range of 

potential impacts, it is important for future iterations of the Transport Strategy to consider 

what will be acceptable and what will be unacceptable, and to ensure the strategy allows 

benefits to be captured, while avoiding unacceptable outcomes.  

Summary  

2.34 This summary of the evidence that has been collated on existing transport and travel patterns 

and challenges in High Wycombe, as well as those predicted for the future demonstrates that 

the future situation is not likely to be any better than the situation today without intervention. 

! ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ IƛƎƘ ²ȅŎƻƳōŜΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎΣ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎŜǎΣ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ όŀ {²h/ 

analysis) has been undertaken and can be found in the Supporting Report. 

The challenges faced today are likely to be exacerbated in the future as the demand for 

transport increases. New challenges are likely to evolve as travel trends and technologies 

change over time. Though some of these changes remain uncertain, intervention is needed in 

order to ensure that High Wycombe is prepared for such changes and can provide a transport 

system that will cater for the needs of the population in the years to come. 
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The High Wycombe 2050 Transport Vision 

3.1 The High Wycombe 2050 Transport Vision sets the overall direction of travel and the scale of 

ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ Lǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƭŀȅŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ 

¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ±ƛǎƛƻƴΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ±ƛǎƛƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘǊŜŜ Ψ/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎΩ ǘƘŜƳes, and a set of key 

outcomes for each of those themes.  

The High Wycombe 2050 Transport Vision Statement 

By 2050, High Wycombe will be among the best connected and most 
innovative towns in the Thames Valley, where all journeys, from start to 
finish, are low emission, seamless, and safe for all residents, businesses 
and visitors. 

What does the Vision Statement mean? 

.ȅ нлрлΧ 

3.2 The Transport Vision sets the direction of travel for the long-term. The Transport Strategy 

identifies the key initiatives required to support High Wycombe, recognising that major 

transport projects and changing behaviours can take a generation to achieve and deliver.  

High Wycombe will be among the best connected and most innovative towns in the Thames 

Valley 

3.3 The Transport Strategy will support High Wycombe by galvanising its position within the 

Thames Valley ς supporting high-growth, high-value, knowledge-intensive jobs in digital 

technology and science sectors through supporting strategic connectivity and embracing 

digital, energy and transport innovation. High Wycombe will be a testbed for new ideas and 

their roll-out.  

All journeys, from start to finish, are low emission, seamless, sustainable and safe for all 

residents, businesses and visitors. 

3.4 As explained in Section 2 a ΨōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀǎ ǳǎǳŀƭΩ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ to travel in the future will not work. As 

the population and number of jobs grow, more trips made by private car which will result in 

more congestion, with consequent economic, health and environmental impacts. There are 

limited opportunities to increase highway capacity in High Wycombe, as well as a robust body 

of evidence which shows that increasing highway capacity only has a short-term impact on 

congestion levels.  

3 The High Wycombe Transport 
Vision 
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3.5 Even if opportunities for effective highway capacity enhancements were to exist in High 

Wycombe, such enhancements would not address issues regarding the negative impacts of 

road traffic, including air pollution, carbon emissions, road safety, and wider public health. 

Heavy traffic flows and congestion would further impede bus journey times and make walking 

and cycling environments less attractive. 

3.6 A successful transport network is one which: 

¶ operates as a coherent system ς integrated and seamless ς achieved through integrated 

travel information, ticketing, embracing new travel options (e.g., cycle hire), and improved 

facilities at points of interchange between travel options; 

¶ provides access for all residents to jobs and employment opportunities, key services, and 

local amenities by sustainable transport options ς where everyone has their accessibility 

and mobility needs met through excellence in design and delivery; 

¶ provides reliable, resilient options for supply chains and the movement of goods; 

¶ connects to labour markets, major economic hubs, and international gateways;  

¶ supports future development sustainably; and 

¶ protects and enhances the environment, tackles climate change and harmful emissions, 

and is resilient to climate change, extreme weather events, and disruptions on the 

network. 

 

  
















































