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1. Summary 
This document provides details of the consultation process adopted up to the publication of 
the Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan (the Plan) for the submission stage for the Regulation 16 
Consultation.   

The development of the Plan was first discussed at a Parish Council meeting in September 
2020.  Key milestones and decisions made by the Parish Council over the past four years, which 
have culminated in the publication of the Plan, are summarised in Section 2. 

The primary channels used to keep the community informed about Neighbourhood Plan 
activities are a local magazine called The Chronicle, an Email Postbox which is a local mailing 
list, and a village Facebook page.  Details about the communication methods are provided in 
Section 3.  

The main public events leading up to the Regulation 14 Consultation included: 
• Village Meeting, 14th September 2021 
• Parish-wide Survey, 11th April to 7th May 2022 
• Annual Parish Meeting, 26th April 2022 
• Formation of the Steering Group, 21st November 2022 
• Annual Parish Meeting, 26th April 2023 
• Display board at the Village Fete, 22nd July 2023 
• Showcase Event in the village hall, 7th December 2023 
• Annual Parish Meeting, 30th April 2024  

Details of these events are provided in Section 4. 

The Draft Neighbourhood Plan was approved for Regulation 14 Consultation at an Extra-
Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 17th May 2024.  The consultation period ran 
from 1st July to 19th August 2024.  All parish residents were notified of the consultation through 
multiple channels, including a flyer delivered to every household, an announcement via the 
Email Postbox, and a post on the Aston Abbotts Facebook page. 

To further encourage participation, two drop-in sessions were held at the Village Hall. During 
the consultation, 10 comments were submitted by residents – nine through the online feedback 
form and one via letter from a resident's representative. Additionally, Buckinghamshire Council 
submitted 25 comments, and statutory bodies provided eight responses. 

Details of the Regulation 14 Consultation process can be found in Section 5.  The feedback 
received, along with the Parish Council's responses and subsequent changes to the Plan, are 
outlined in Section 6. 

It should be noted that the development of the Plan was primarily guided by the parish-wide 
survey conducted in the second quarter of 2022.  This survey was distributed to 181 
households, of which 85 responded - nearly 50%.  This strong response highlights the 
community's enthusiasm and commitment to shaping the future development of Aston 
Abbotts. 
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The survey covered the following topics: 
• Housing 
• Economy 
• Communication 
• Infrastructure 
• Private Transport 
• Environment 
• History and Ecology 

For more details on the questionnaire and the results, please refer to Section 7. 
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2. Parish Council Meetings and Timeline 
All minutes from Parish Council meetings are made available on the Aston Abbotts Parish 
Council Website.  The following summarises the discussions and decisions which instigated 
and oversaw the programme to develop the Neighbourhood Plan. 

1st September 2020:  A Unitary Councillor “raised concerns regarding the proposed new 
planning deregulation consultations which could affect the VALP and Neighbourhood Plans” 
and more information would be provided at the next meeting. 

20th October 2020: During the Unitary Councillors’ Reports, the following was minuted: “The 
Government new planning deregulation is now in effect and local councillors are urged to 
attend training on this as soon as it is available. The implications are significant, as the 
Government looks to relax the existing planning policies in favour of Forward Plans and 
permitted development. Neighbourhood Plans do offer some protection from development 
within the immediate locality, however Aston Abbotts does not have one.” 

19th January 2021: As an agenda item, the following was minuted: “[A Councillor] suggested 
that proposed changes to Planning Regulations may well impact on potential development in 
and around the village.  [A Unitary Councillor] advised the Parish Council to give this careful 
consideration and research Parishes that have one prepared. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk 
would speak with Parishes who have already completed a Plan to understand the level of work 
involved, related expense and to establish what support and help may be available” 

13th April 2021: It was agreed that the Neighbourhood Plan would be carried over for 
consideration by the new council following the elections scheduled for 6th May 2021. 

 29th June 2021: It was resolved that the Parish Council would hold a village meeting after 19th 
July, assuming Covid regulations were sufficiently lifted. 

10th August 2021: It was agreed that a village meeting will be held 14th September to brief the 
community of the role and importance of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

22nd September 2021: As a result of good attendance and positive reception of a 
Neighbourhood Plan at the meeting of 14th September, the Parish Council resolved to undertake 
a survey within the village. 

18th January 2022: The following was minuted: “Members agreed to form a steering group (the 
Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group) of Cllrs Baylis, Hall & Plested, in order to 
get this project fully underway.  Additional members may be recruited to the group once the 
village survey is complete & PC members may stand down.   Cllr Hall will progress with the 
survey and the Clerk will complete the grant application”. 

8th March 2022: It was agreed that the survey should be circulated prior to the Annual Parish 
Meeting held on the 26th April 2022.  As a result, the survey ran from 11th April to 7th May 2022. 

11th October 2022: The survey used a paper-based questionnaire, and the data entry of all 85 
responses, along with the subsequent analysis, was conducted between May and September.  
At the October meeting, the following was minuted “Cllr Hall is speaking with those who have 
suggested they may volunteer [for the steering group], he will also publish the results of the 
survey” 

22nd November 2022: It was reported that “5 residents and 2 councillors attended the initial 
Steering Group meeting” 



Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Consultation Statement 

Submission Stage (Issue 1) 4 0199-CON 

10th January 2023: It was reported that “the Terms of Reference have been agreed, the next 
Steering Group meeting will be a workshop to start to scope out the Plan.” 

21st June 2023: It was reported that “the Design Code Document is in preparation.  The 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group will have a presence at the village Fete.” 

18th October 2023: The Parish Council were advised that “all green spaces and heritage sites 
have been defined and the settlement boundary has been agreed. The next step will be to 
present the plan to date at a public meeting.” 

29th November 2023: It was reported that “a Neighbourhood Plan Showcase is set for 7th 
December in the Village Hall” 

6th March 2024: It was reported that “that the final drafting was with [our consultant]. The final 
draft would then be circulated within the council for final comment before full consultation in 
May.” 

24th April 2024: It was agreed to hold an Extra-ordinary meeting on the 17th May for the PC to 
give the plan it’s full approval and submit the Plan for Regulation 14 Consultation. 

17th May 2024 EGM: It was minuted that “Councillors unanimously RESOLVED to approve and 
adopt the draft Neighbourhood Plan and the related Evidence Reports.”  It was also agreed that 
“the Parish Council would aim to begin the 6-week Consultation period during week 
commencing 3rd June. The plan will be communicated to local consultees via a household flyer 
& the Parish Council website which will include the response form.” 

26th June 2024: Technical difficulties with constructing the online feedback form for the 
consultation meant that the start of the consultation period was delayed.  The Parish Council 
were advised that the flyers announcing the consultation would be distributed over the 
weekend of 29th/30th June with the consultation starting on the Monday 1st July. 

18th September 2024: It was reported that “a total of 38 comments, and 8 submissions from 
statutory consultees, were received during the Regulation 14 consultation period and the 
Steering Group had agreed the required changes to the plan.  [Cllr Hall] is proposing to meet 
with Buckinghamshire Council to discuss the next steps. Cllr Hall proposed an EGM for 2nd 
October for the PC to sign off the Neighbourhood Plan prior to submission to Buckinghamshire 
Council for the Reg 16 Consultation process.” 

2nd October 2024 EGM: The Neighbourhood Plan was approved & accepted by the Parish 
Council and it was unanimously agreed that it be submitted to Buckinghamshire Council for 
Regulation 16 Consultation. 
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3. Methods of Communication 
The two most widely used methods of communication for the community are the Chronicle 
magazine, and the Aston Abbotts Postbox. 

The Chronicle Magazine is highly valued by the community.  It typically runs to 40 plus pages, 
and unlike many other small parish newsletters, it is not dominated by advertising.  Typically, it 
is largely filled with articles from the residents which normally occupy around 75% of the 
publication.  The Chronicle is hand-delivered throughout the parish every month except for 
August. 

The Aston Abbotts Postbox is a local mailing list for people wanting to share information.  Any 
resident can submit a notice which is then sent to all registered subscribers.  There are 
approximately 200 subscribers. 

There is also an Aston Abbotts Community Facebook Group which has about 570 members. 

The Parish Council hosts an Annual Parish Meeting, usually scheduled for April or May.  During 
this meeting, the Parish Council, Unitary Councillors, Community Board, and various clubs and 
associations within the parish provide updates and summaries of their activities over the past 
year and share information about upcoming events. 

The Neighbourhood Plan has been an agenda item on all Parish Council meetings.  Notification 
of all Parish Council meetings are provided using the Parish Council Notice Board, the Email 
Postbox and the Parish Council Website. 

During the development of the Neighbourhood Plan, the Email Postbox, Facebook and the 
Chronicle were the main form of communication.  At the point the Plan was published for pre-
submission consultation, all documents were placed on dedicated pages on the Parish Council 
website and flyers were distributed to all households. 
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4. Overview of Activities Prior to Regulation 14 Consultation 

4.1. Background 
A village plan was produced in 2014, the development of which was well supported by the 
community.  It was produced with guidance from Community Impact Bucks and the ACRE 
Community Led Planning Toolkit. 

The Aston Abbotts neighbourhood area was formally designated on 8th July 2015 although work 
on developing the Neighbourhood Plan was not instigated until late 2021.  The topic was first 
raised at the Parish Council meeting of 1st September 2020.   

4.2. Village Meeting 14th September 2021 
As a result of further discussion at Parish Council meetings, it was agreed to hold an open 
village meeting in September 2021 at which a briefing was provided to explain the role and 
importance of a Neighbourhood Plan.  Details of this meeting are provided in Appendix A.  

Following positive feedback from the meeting, it was resolved to undertake a detailed survey of 
all residents within the Parish. 

4.3. Parish-wide Survey April 2022 
The content of the questionnaire for the parish-wide survey was developed over the last quarter 
of 2021 and the first quarter of 2022.  The community were informed of the survey using the 
Email Postbox and the Chronicle in Aprill 2022 as shown in Appendix B. 

The questionnaire was distributed by hand to households within the parish.  The information on 
the outside of the envelope containing the questionnaire was as shown in the figure below: 

 
Shortly after the questionnaire was distributed, the Annual Parish Meeting was held on 26th April 
at which a further presentation on the Neighbourhood Plan was provided.   The response to the 
survey was discussed at a Parish Council Meeting on 10th May.  Information related to these 
meetings is provided in Appendix C. 

For more details on the questionnaire and the results, please refer to Section 7. 
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4.4. Formation of the Steering Group 
A Steering Group was intended to be formed shortly after receiving all responses to the 
questionnaire.  However, due to the paper-based format of the questionnaire and the high 
response rate of nearly 50% of households, collating the results into a presentable and 
meaningful format took several months.  It was not until November 2022 that the results were 
fully captured, at which point it was deemed the right time to form the group. 

The first meeting of the Steering Group was held on 21st November 2022.   Notices related to the 
formation of the Steering Group are provided in Appendix D. 

4.5. Annual Parish Meeting April 2023 
The Chair of the Steering Group provided an update at the Annual Parish Meeting on 26th April 
2022 at which the focus was on the vision for the plan and overview of the topics and 
aspirations. 

Details of the information covered in the presentation are provided in Appendix E. 

4.6. Village Fete July 2023 
An annual village fete is held on the village green at the end of July.  This is a well-attended event 
attracting people throughout the parish and surrounding areas.  Refreshments are provided in 
the village hall.   A roller banner display was placed adjacent to the entrance of the hall. 

The content of the display is shown in Appendix F. 

4.7. Showcase Event 7th December 2023 
A showcase event was organized for 7th December 2023 in the village hall.  The community was 
informed about this event through an article in the December issue of the Chronicle, which 
detailed the progress of the Plan’s development.  Notices were also posted on Facebook and 
the Email Postbox. 

A large display panel featuring five A3 posters and three A2 posters was assembled for the 
event.  The event was scheduled for a Thursday to coincide with the weekly coffee group held 
on Thursday mornings.  The display panel was available for coffee group attendees to view, and 
the main showcase event took place in the evening. 

All information related to the showcase event can be found in Appendix G. 

Approximately 25 residents attended the coffee group, and a similar number attended the 
evening showcase event. 

4.8. Annual Parish Meeting April 2024 
At the time of the 2024 Annual Parish Meeting, which was held on 30th April, the pre-submission 
draft of the plan was nearing completion.  As part of the Neighbourhood Plan update, emphasis 
was placed on the importance of the forthcoming public consultation with a call for all to 
participate in the public consultations and referendum. 

The speaker’s notes for the meeting are provided in Appendix H 
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5. Regulation 14 Consultation Process 

5.1. Preparation 
The Draft Neighbourhood Plan was approved for Regulation 14 Consultation at an Extra-
Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 17th May 2024.  Following this approval, the 
Plan, along with all associated documents, was made available on dedicated pages of the 
Aston Abbotts Parish Council website.  These pages included detailed information about the 
Regulation 14 Consultation process and an online feedback form to gather responses.  In 
addition, hard copies of the documents were placed in the Village Hall and the Church, for 
residents to access. 

The content of the web pages is shown in Appendix I. 

5.2. Notification 
The consultation period ran from 1st July to 19th August 2024.  All parish residents were notified 
of the consultation through multiple channels, including a flyer delivered to every household, 
an article in The Chronicle, an announcement via the Email Postbox, and a post on the Aston 
Abbotts Facebook page.  These notices are shown in Appendix J. 

Statutory Consultees were notified using the email template shown in Appendix K.  The list of 
Statutory Consultees can be found in Section 6.3. 

5.3. Neighbourhood Plan Guide and Summary 
To ensure the community was well-informed, an eight-page Guide and Summary booklet was 
produced, designed to serve as a clear and concise introduction to the Neighbourhood Plan. 
This booklet provided an overview of the Plan's purpose and highlighted its key elements.  It was 
distributed through the village Email Postbox and made available on the Neighbourhood Plan 
website for easy access. A copy of the notice introducing the booklet, along with the booklet 
itself, can be found in Appendix L. 

5.4. Drop In Sessions July 2024 
To further encourage engagement, two drop-in sessions were organized at the Village Hall.  The 
first took place on Sunday, 14th July, from 15:30 to 16:30, but attendance was very low, with 
only three residents present due to competing events, including the Wimbledon Men's Final 
and the build-up to the UEFA Euros Final between England and Spain. 

The second session, held on Thursday, 25th July, from 19:30 to 20:30, saw a notably higher 
turnout, with 19 residents in attendance.  The atmosphere was positive, with attendees 
expressing strong support for the Plan.  The Steering Group received widespread appreciation 
for their efforts, with many praising the extensive work that had gone into developing the Plan. 

Details of the display boards and photographs are included in Appendix M. 

5.5. On completion 
On completion of the Regulation 14 Consultation, the community were provided with an update 
on the response to the consultation and informed that the Plan would soon be submitted for 
Regulation 16 consultation.  

An extract of The Chronicle, showing the article, is provided in Appendix N. 
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6. Regulation 14 Consultation Comments and Response 
During the consultation period, a total of 10 comments were submitted by residents, nine of 
these were submitted via the online feedback form, and one was received by letter from a 
resident's representative.  Additionally, Buckinghamshire Council provided 25 comments, and 
eight responses were submitted by statutory bodies. 

The feedback received, along with the responses and any necessary amendments, are 
summarised in the following sections. 

6.1. Residents’ Feedback 
There were nine comments submitted via the online feedback form, and one submission was 
received by letter from a representative of a resident. 

The following table shows the result of the assessment of the ten comments received.  

Response type Qty 

No changes to plan required 4 

Minor changes to correct typographical errors or minor omissions 4 

Comment requiring noteworthy change 1 

Comprehensive representation but requiring no change 1 

Table 1 on page 10 provides details of both the comment requiring noteworthy change and the 
comprehensive representation that did not require change. 

For completeness, the remaining residents’ comments are provided in Table 4 in Appendix O, 
Section O.1 (Pages 105 to 107). 
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Table 1 – Noteworthy Residents’ Comments and Reponses 

ID Doc Ref 
Page 

No 
Feedback Response Changes to the Neighbourhood Plan 

009 Figure 6 

Settlement 
Boundary 

37 Comment 

During the second drop-in session, it was noted that the 
land to the west of The Old Vicarage, though within the 
settlement boundary, contains some agricultural land 
planted as woodland. Consequently, not all of that area 
should be included in the settlement boundary. 

It is a valid observation and has been addressed as part of the response and to comment from 
Buckinghamshire Council DM Team against Policy SD1, Page 23 which details the changes made to the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

010 Policy SD1 24 See Appendix P, Section P.1 of this document for the 
Walsingham Planning representation in full.  

The representation, in summary, states that the 
settlement boundary is overly restrictive and has not 
been justified.  

There is no cap on the number of dwellings through VALP 
or SD1 and the settlement boundary would not allow 
multiple small-scale sites to come forward. The majority 
of respondents to the questionnaire agree there is a need 
for housing in the village.  

Land owned by their client could provide a residential 
development and would comply with VALP D4 but is 
located outside of the proposed settlement boundary 
which makes the NP unsound.  

Policy SD1 would restrict affordable housing on 
exceptions sites and the draft NP is silent on this.  

The clients did not receive a copy of the questionnaire 
which raises concerns that the local community have not 
been properly engaged. 

The settlement boundary has been carefully drawn up 
and is evidenced and justified in the relevant Evidence 
Paper. 

There is no requirement either nationally or through 
VALP for housing development to be allocated within 
the NP. 

NPs are not required to be ‘sound’, they have to meet 
the basic conditions including general conformity with 
national policy and strategic policies in the relevant 
Local Plan. The NP meets these tests. 

‘Exceptions’ affordable housing sites are by exception 
i.e. they are exceptions to policy, so if a scheme was 
considered appropriate by BC, the NP would not 
prevent such a scheme coming forwards for affordable 
housing although Aston Abbotts is not a sustainable 
location for such a development due to its lack of 
facilities. 

No change to the Neighbourhood Plan 

   The clients did not receive a copy of the questionnaire 
which raises concerns that the local community have not 
been properly engaged. 

As detailed in this document, the community were 
informed of the survey using the Email Postbox and the 
Chronicle.  The questionnaires were hand delivered to 
every household based on the electoral role, including 
the property in question and the properties of the 
residents referred to in the letter. 

 

 



Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Consultation Statement 

Submission Stage (Issue 1) 11 0199-CON 

6.2. Buckinghamshire Council Comments 
There were 25 comments submitted by Buckinghamshire Council.  The following table shows 
the result of the assessment of the comments. 

Response type Qty 

No changes to plan required 7 

Minor changes to correct typographical errors or minor omissions 8 

Comments requiring noteworthy changes 8 

Noteworthy comment but requiring no change 2 

Table 2 on pages 12 to 15 provide details of both the comments requiring noteworthy changes 
and the two noteworthy comments requiring no change. 

For completeness, the remaining Buckinghamshire Council comments are provided in Table 5 
in Appendix O, Section O.2 (Pages 108 to 110). 
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Table 2 – Noteworthy Buckinghamshire Council Comments and Responses 

Comment 
from team 

Policy 
or Para 

Page Comment Response 
Changes to the Neighbourhood 

Plan 
Planning 
Policy 

1.5 2 And in the case of Aston Abbotts - add that The Council has carried out an 
SEA HRA Screening consultation during June 2024 and will shortly prepare 
the screening outcome. 

Agree Added to 1.5: ‘The Council carried out 
SEA HRA Screening and a report was 
published in July 2024 which confirms 
that no full Assessment is required.’ 
Add the following subsection to Annex 3 
(Supporting Documents): 
‘Strategic Environmental Assessment 
and Habitats Regulations Assessment 
Screening report 
Buckinghamshire Council undertook 
SEA and HRA screening and produced a 
report dated 24 July 2024, Version 1.1.  
This report can be viewed via the 
Neighbourhood Plan pages on the Aston 
Abbotts Parish Council website 
(https://astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk).’ 

Planning 
Policy 

2.1 4 Please add reference to a Draft NPPF being prepared by the new 
Government - it will be for consultation in summer-autumn 2024 and so not 
replace the December 2023 version until it is adopted. 

Agree Added new para: 
‘2.2 As of June 2024, a Draft NPPF is 
being prepared by the new Government 
which will be for consultation summer-
autumn 2025 and will not replace the 
December 2023 version until it is 
adopted.’ 
 

Planning 
Policy 

3.7 6 For spatial context, there should be details provided of where the next 
available facilities are even if it is a settlement outside of Aston Abbotts 
parish. 

Agree Amended final sentence to ’ Residents 
have to travel to nearby towns and 
villages such as Wingrave, Wing, 
Aylesbury and Leighton Buzzard for 
shopping, post office, education and 
health facilities.’ 

Planning 
Policy 

TT1 33 To be clear on parking standards, these are in the VALP Appendix B. Of 
course, these are expected to be replaced by more up to date standards for 
the new Local Plan for Buckinghamshire. However, in the interim it would 
be clearer for the neighbourhood plan to reference which parking standards 
it is directing the reader to use. 

Agree. Add in reference in text, but not the 
policy, so that if the standards change, the 
policy remains up to date. 

Added to end of para 12.5: ‘(currently 
set out within VALP Appendix B).’ 
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Comment 
from team 

Policy 
or Para 

Page Comment Response 
Changes to the Neighbourhood 

Plan 
Develop-
ment Man-
agement 
(DM) 

Policy 
RC1 

17 This policy refers to “boundary treatment and landscaping schemes are 
carefully designed so as maintain the rural character of the area”. Is there 
opportunity to link this through to what ‘carefully designed’ may mean in 
terms of the boundary treatments referred to in the design code 

Agreed Added new sub subparagraph: 
“7.3   Accompanying the Neighbourhood 
Plan is a Design Guide which identifies 
the elements which contribute to the 
rural character of the Parish. The Design 
Guide must be adhered to when 
proposing new development (see Policy 
SD2).” 

DM Policy 
HE1 

19 The wording of this policy does not currently reflect the terminology in the 
NPPF used to assess the impacts on designated heritage assets i.e. refer to 
significance and levels of harm. In addition, the wording “Development 
should be of an appropriate scale and mass for the immediate area;” what 
if a development isn’t. Would it more appropriate to word the policy 
‘Development shall be supported where the scale and massing responds 
and reflects the immediate area’? i.e. to make it clear that if a proposal 
does not, then it shall not be supported. Should Policy HE1 refer to the 
appropriate map showing the boundary of the conservation area? 

Noted. There is no need to reference the 
Conservation Area in the Policy, it is 
referenced in the text and is already a 
formal designation. 

Changed first bullet point in Policy HE1 
to: ‘Development will be supported 
where the scale and massing respond to 
and reflect the immediate area.’ 

DM Policy 
NE2 

22 ‘New development’ – should this term be defined /clarified as the national 
requirements have exclusions such as householder scale development 
proposals. Currently it seems the policy is worded to go beyond national 
requirements. 

All new development in the Parish, including 
household extensions etc has the potential 
to affect biodiversity. However, biodiversity 
net gain will only be applied in certain 
circumstances. 

Changed first sentence of Policy NE2 to: 
‘New development will be required to 
protect and enhance existing natural 
features of sites and where appropriate 
provide at least 10% net gain in 
biodiversity.’ 
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Comment 
from team 

Policy 
or Para 

Page Comment Response 
Changes to the Neighbourhood 

Plan 
DM Policy 

SD1 
24 Suggest the settlement boundary could be tightened further, including to 

exclude some of the larger gardens etc. Have highlighted in yellow some 
areas which could be considered whether these remain included or are 
excluded in terms of facilitating new development. 

 

The settlement boundary has been carefully 
drawn up taking into account current uses 
of land as evidenced in the relevant back-
ground evidence report which accompanies 
the NP. It is important that the settlement 
boundary is not drawn so tightly that it 
would prevent any type of development 
taking place within it, this would not support 
the basic condition that NP's should con-
tribute towards sustainable development. 
The boundary has been reviewed. Land at 
the rear of 59, The Green which comprises 
planted woodland rather than a garden area 
is to be excluded from the settlement 
boundary (with support from the 
landowner). 
The changes to the associated maps were 
also made in the Housing and Settlement 
Boundary evidence report (Figs. 1 and 3). 

Settlement boundary (Figure 6) 
amended from this: 

 
To this: 

 
 
PLUS: 
Page 37, Fig. 7 - Consequential change 
to the CA1 Character Area to exclude 
the woodland: 
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Comment 
from team 

Policy 
or Para 

Page Comment Response 
Changes to the Neighbourhood 

Plan 
Archaeology HE2 18/19/

20 
This policy seeks to protect heritage assets, but refers only to buildings and 
structures, and does not include archaeological sites. A heritage policy 
should include all heritage assets. 
We would suggest that Policy HE2 recommend that development proposals 
should, as a minimum, consult with the Historic Environment Record (HER) 
and consider the impact on the whole archaeological resource, and not just 
buildings and structures. This would be in accordance with paragraph 200 
of the NPPF which states that in determining applications “As a minimum 
the relevant historic environment record should have been consulted and 
the heritage assets assessed using appropriate expertise where 
necessary.” 

Noted.  However, this issue was considered 
at the beginning of the NP process and 
these archaeological assets are already 
protected under national and local plan 
policies 

No change to the Neighbourhood Plan 

Archaeology Figures  We would recommend that one of these maps include the Archaeological 
Notification Areas within the NP area. These can be found at Map - 
Buckinghamshire's Heritage Portal 

See above No change to the Neighbourhood Plan 
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6.3. Statutory Consultees Submissions 
The table below indicates where responses were received from statutory consultees. 

Statutory Consultee Response Received? 

Buckinghamshire Council Neighbourhood Planning No 

Cublington Parish Council No 

Wing Parish Council No 

Wingrave Parish Council No 

Whitchurch Parish Council No 

Bierton Parish Council No 

Homes England No 

Natural England Yes 

Historic England Yes 

Environment Agency No 

Network Rail Yes 

National Highways Yes 

National Gas Yes 

National Grid Yes 

UK Power Networks No 

Anglian Water Yes 

Thames Water Yes 

Thames Valley Chamber of Commerce No 

National Health Service No 

South Central Ambulance Service No 

Buckinghamshire Disability Service No 

Buckinghamshire Integrated Care Partnership No 

  

The responses to the statutory consultee submissions are presented in Table 3 on page 17. 
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Table 3 – Statutory Consultee Submissions and Responses 

Consultee Submission Response Changes to the Plan 
Historic 
England 

See Appendix P, 
Section P.2 

Standard response, no specific 
comments on the Pre-Submission NP 

No change to the Neighbourhood Plan 

Natural 
England 

See Appendix P, 
Section P.3 

Standard response, no specific 
comments on the Pre-Submission NP 

No change to the Neighbourhood Plan 

Network Rail See Appendix P, 
Section P.4 

Standard response, no specific 
comments on the Pre-Submission NP 

No change to the Neighbourhood Plan 

Thames 
Water 

See Appendix P, 
Section P.5 

Standard response, agreeing with the 
section on sustainable development but 
also asks for additional detailed policies 
/text. Given that the potential for large 
development in the Parish is limited and 
that any such proposals will require 
planning permission and Local Plan 
policies cover the same issues, it is not 
considered necessary to add the 
proposed additions into the NP. 

No change to the Neighbourhood Plan 

Anglian 
Water 

See Appendix P, 
Section P.6 

Detailed comments have been made on 
the NP and Anglian Water are generally 
supportive of the policy ambitions within 
the NP subject to the proposed 
amendments to the Design Code. It is 
not considered necessary to add 
additional information on such detailed 
measures in the Design Code.  However, 
a reference to VALP policy should be 
added to the Plan. 

Added to paragraph Page 27, para 10.24 
after ‘water resources’: ‘VALP policy I5 
sets out the requirements for water 
resources and wastewater 
infrastructure including a standard for 
household water consumption.’ 

 

National Gas See Appendix P, 
Section P.7 

Suggests no changes to the NP, but 
states there is a Gas Transmission 
pipeline within the Parish. Noted 

No change to the Neighbourhood Plan 

National 
Grid 

See Appendix P, 
Section P.8 

No National Grid Assets within the 
Parish 

No change to the Neighbourhood Plan 

National 
Highways 

See Appendix P, 
Section P.9 

No comment No change to the Neighbourhood Plan 
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7. 2022 Parish-wide Survey 
A questionnaire was delivered to 181 households with 85 completed questionnaires being 
returned.  As a result of the good return (nearly 50%), the response to the parish-wide survey 
has been the main source of information that has guided the development of the Plan. 

The collated results were first published as a preliminary report.  The preliminary report 
contained only the consolidate “tick boxes”.  A copy of this version is provided in Annex A which 
also includes a copy of the questionnaire that was distributed. 

The full report, which includes all comments provided by respondents, has been published and 
is available as an evidence report. 

Below is a summary of the demographics of the responding households (Section 7.1) and a 
top-level summary of the results (Section 7.2). 

7.1. Demographics 

Number of members within the household 

 Qty 1 Qty 2 Qty 3 Qty 4 Total 

Number of adults? 23 57 2 2 151 
Number of school-age children? 8 3   14 

Number of pre-school-age infants? 2    2 
     167 

What is the gender and ages of all members of the household? 

 Age not 
given 

Under 
12 

12 to 17 18 to 29 30 to 49 50 to 64 65 to 75 76+ Total 

Gender not given 1 1     2  4 
Male 4 7 1 1 13 17 23 12 78 

Female 4 3 1 6 13 27 17 12 83 
Prefer not to say   1   1   2 

 9 11 3 7 26 45 42 24 167 

What is the work/education situation for all members of the household? 

Employed 48 29% 
Self Employed 26 16% 

Retired 67 40% 
Unemployed 2 1% 

In full-time education 14 8% 
Other* 10 6% 
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What is the housing status for the property? 

Owned with a mortgage 25 30% 
Owned outright 52 62% 

Rented from private landlord 2 2% 
Housing association 5 6% 

Social housing   
Other   

How long have you lived in Aston Abbotts (years)? 

 Nil <=1 yr 2-5 yrs 6-10 yrs 11-15 yrs 15-20 yrs 21-30 yrs >30 yrs 

Number in each year range 8 6 11 13 6 4 13 23 

 

7.2. Top-Level Summary 
The tables below provide a top-level summary of the tick box responses for each topic showing 
which option rated the highest.  The numbers in parentheses show the number of households 
that expressed an opinion and the percentage that selected that option. 

For example, the following entry indicates that the majority of the households “Agreed” that 
Aston Abbotts is clean & tidy.  It also shows that 82 households expressed an opinion of which 40 
chose the option “Agree”, which is 49%. 

Is clean & tidy "Agree" (40 out of 82, 49%) 

General Info 

How do you feel about living in Aston Abbotts? 
Has a nice environment "Strongly agree" (57 out of 83, 69%) 
Is clean & tidy "Agree" (40 out of 82, 49%) 
Is quiet/peaceful "Strongly agree" (41 out of 82, 50%) 
Has strong sense of community "Agree" (45 out of 81, 56%) 
Has good facilities "Disagree" (42 out of 83, 51%) 
Has good public transport "Neither agree nor disagree" (35 out of 82, 43%) 
Is convenient for commuting "Agree" (46 out of 81, 57%) 

Is convenient for cultural activities 
"Agree" (32 out of 79, 41%) 
"Neither agree nor disagree" (32 out of 79, 41%) 

Is good for social activities "Neither agree nor disagree" (32 out of 81, 40%) 
Is in good school catchment area "Neither agree nor disagree" (35 out of 79, 44%) 

Housing 

New housing 
Do you agree that there will be a need for more housing? "Agree" (31 out of 82, 38%) 
How many homes do you think would be appropriate? "Less than 10" (41 out of 83, 49%) 
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When new homes have to be built, which type do you think would be most suitable? 
Affordable homes "In favour" (23 out of 78, 29%) 
Housing association homes "Strongly opposed to" (22 out of 74, 30%) 
Retirement/sheltered homes "Don’t mind" (26 out of 74, 35%) 
Bungalows "Don’t mind" (29 out of 73, 40%) 
Small homes (1 bed) "Don’t mind" (30 out of 70, 43%) 
Medium size homes (2-3 beds) "In favour" (39 out of 79, 49%) 
Larger homes (4+ beds) "Don’t mind" (20 out of 73, 27%) 
Flats "Strongly opposed to" (31 out of 69, 45%) 

New Housing Sustainability and Location 
When new homes are built, do you agree they must 
be built sustainably? 

"Strongly agree" (50 out of 84 (60%)) 

When new homes are built, where do you think they 
should be located? 

"Only within the village" (44 out of 82, 54%) 

Economy 

Businesses run from home 
Do any members of the household run a business from home? "No" (65 out of 80, 81%) 

Business Premises 
Does anyone in household own/rent business premises in the parish? "No" (77 out of 79, 97%) 
Do they see the business(es) staying in the parish for the next 10 years? "Yes" (2 out of 3, 67%) 

Business Units 
Do you favour development of more 
Business Units within the Parish? 

"Neither agree nor disagree" (23 out of 79, 29%) 

Communication 

Communication General 
Community news and information - how important is it to you? "Very important" (43 out of 83, 52%) 
Is it easy to find community news and information for Aston Abbotts? "Easy" (46 out of 79, 58%) 

As sources of community news and information, how would you rate the following? 
Parish noticeboards "Don’t use it" (28 out of 80, 35%) 
Parish Council website "Don’t use it" (32 out of 76, 42%) 
Aston Abbotts website "Don’t use it" (24 out of 76, 32%) 
Aston Abbotts Chronicle "Very Good" (42 out of 82, 51%) 
Aston Abbotts Email Post Box "Very Good" (36 out of 80, 45%) 
Local county newspapers "Don’t use it" (52 out of 76, 68%) 
BBC Three Counties Radio "Don’t use it" (60 out of 74, 81%) 
Facebook "Don’t use it" (36 out of 76, 47%) 
Twitter "Don’t use it" (56 out of 74, 76%) 

Infrastructure 

Infrastructure 
Do you have a broadband internet connection within the household? "Yes" (74 out of 81, 91%) 

Which of the following facilities do you use and how often do you use them? 
Village Hall "Rarely" (37 out of 82, 45%) 
Recreation Ground "Rarely" (33 out of 80, 41%) 
Children’s Play Area "Never" (42 out of 81, 52%) 
Church "Rarely" (36 out of 81, 44%) 
The Orchard "Rarely" (32 out of 80, 40%) 
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Which of the following do you think will need to be developed in the Parish? 
Local shops "Need more regardless.." (39 out of 76, 51%) 
Leisure facilities "Don’t need any more.." (22 out of 73, 30%) 
Parks/play area "Don’t need any more.." (32 out of 75, 43%) 
Parking spaces "Need more regardless.." (32 out of 77, 42%) 
Road capacity "Need more if new homes.." (28 out of 74, 38%) 
Bus services "Need more regardless.." (24 out of 77, 31%) 

Schools 
Were the school(s) the preferred choice for the child(ren) "Yes" (10 out of 11, 91%) 

Recreational facilities 
How do you rate the play and recreational facilities for the village? "Adequate" (34 out of 83, 41%) 

Allotments 
Do any of the members of the household rent or share an allotment? "No" (74 out of 82, 90%) 
If they don’t rent or share an allotment, would they like to? "No" (63 out of 69, 91%) 

Private Transport 

Parking 
Do you rely on on-street parking for your vehicles? "No" (62 out of 79, 78%) 

Electric Vehicles 
Are you considering getting an electric vehicle in the next 5 years? "No" (43 out of 76, 57%) 
Would lack of an on-street charging stop you getting an electric vehicle? "No" (52 out of 74, 70%) 

Environment 

Countryside and landscape 
How important is to you is the 
countryside/landscape around the Parish? 

"Very important" (76 out of 82, 93%) 

History and Ecology 

History 
How do you feel about our historical past being preserved? "Very important" (63 out of 82, 77%) 

Wildlife 
How do you feel about our wildlife being preserved? "Very important" (77 out of 83, 93%) 

History and Ecology Ideas 
Website (Historical and ecological information) "Yes" (63 out of 77, 82%) 
Information signs at points of interest "Yes" (56 out of 78, 72%) 
History display boards "Yes" (47 out of 77, 61%) 
Open History days and Ecology days "Yes" (40 out of 75, 53%) 
Walking guides – what to see where "Yes" (67 out of 79, 85%) 
Guided tours for history/ecology "Yes" (38 out of 74, 51%) 
Living memories website (for people inside and outside the parish) "Yes" (43 out of 76, 57%) 

Other 

If we were to encourage alternative energy, which would you support? 
Wind power "Agree" (53 out of 80, 66%) 
Solar power "Agree" (70 out of 80, 88%) 
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Appendix A. Village Meeting 14th September 2021 
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A.1. Email Postbox – Calling Notice 
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A.2. Email Postbox - Meeting Notes 
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A.3. Meeting Notes 
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Appendix B. Communication for Parish-wide Survey 
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B.1. Extract from April 2022 Chronicle 
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Extract from April 2022 Chronicle (cont.) 
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Extract from April 2022 Chronicle (cont.) 
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Extract from April 2022 Chronicle (cont.) 
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B.2. Email Postbox re Questionnaire 13th April 2022 
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Appendix C. Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Meeting of 
the Parish Council 2022 
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C.1. Email Postbox – Calling Notice 
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C.2. Agenda 
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C.3. Extract from June 2022 Chronicle 
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Extract from June 2022 Chronicle (cont.) 
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Extract from June 2022 Chronicle (cont.) 
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Appendix D. Formation of the Steering Group 
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D.1. Email Postbox notice concerning Steering Group 
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D.2. Email Postbox - Calling Notice for Inaugural Meeting. 
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D.3. Extract from December 2022 Chronicle 
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Extract from December 2022 Chronicle (cont.) 
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Extract from December 2022 Chronicle (cont.) 
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Appendix E. Annual Parish Meeting 2023 
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E.1. Agenda 
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E.2. Poster 
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E.3. Speaker’s Notes 
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Appendix F. Village Fete 2023 
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F.1. Roller Banner Display 
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Appendix G. Showcase Event 7th December 2023 
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G.1. Extract from December 2023 Chronicle 
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Extract from December 2023 Chronicle (cont.) 
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Extract from December 2023 Chronicle (cont.) 
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Extract from December 2023 Chronicle (cont.) 
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G.2. Email Postbox - Calling Notice 
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Email Postbox calling Notice - Attachment 
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G.3. Facebook Post 
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G.4. Display Panel 
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G.5. Photographs of Display Panel in Village Hall 

 

  

 
Location of panel for the Coffee Group 

 
Location of panel for evening Showcase Event 
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Appendix H. Annual Parish Meeting September 2024 
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H.1. Speaker’s Notes 
 

 
  

• It’s been quite a journey since we undertook the parish-wide survey two years ago, but 
I'm pleased to announce that the first draft of our neighbourhood plan is nearing 
completion with the aim of publishing it around the end of May. 

• However, there are still several stages to be navigate before the plan is adopted and I’ll 
briefly walk you through them. 

• The first stage is the pre-submission consultation, which is organized by the parish 
council and will start when the draft plan is published next month. 

• This consultation, lasting six weeks, invites all residents, and other stakeholders to 
review the plan and provide valuable feedback.  This also includes statutory 
consultees such as environment agencies and service providers 

• We will review all feedback and refine the document, leading to the submission of a 
second draft to the Buckinghamshire Council planning authority. 

• From then onwards, Buckinghamshire Council assumes control, initiating a second 
consultation. 

• Following the second consultation, an independent examiner will consider all 
representations received and will assess the plan to ensure its compliance with legal 
requirements and it follows valid planning principles. 

• The fourth stage involves a local referendum, allowing residents to vote on the plan's 
adoption, which will require a simple majority for approval. 

• Assuming it receives majority support, Buckinghamshire Council will formally adopt it 
as part of the statutory development plan, granting it legal status and weight in 
planning decisions. 

• While the exact timescales for Buckinghamshire Council's stages are difficult to 
estimate, we hope we can achieve adoption before the year's end. 

• There’s one other point I’d like to mention, the Neighbourhood Plan comprises several 
components. 

• Upon adoption, there will be two primary reference documents: the Neighbourhood 
Plan itself and the Aston Abbotts Design Guide, which is a document providing design 
codes and checklists for developers to adhere to. 

• And, throughout the planning process, we have produced more than ten background 
Evidence Reports which have informed our decisions. 

• All documents will be provided on the parish council website at the start of the public 
consultation, and we will organise some open sessions in the village hall for those that 
cannot access them online. 

• Your participation and feedback are important in getting the plan adopted.  Without a 
neighbourhood plan, we risk losing control over our community's development, leaving 
us vulnerable to decisions that may not align with our values. 

• Please can I ask you all to participate during the consultations and support the plan’s 
adoption. 

 
Thank you 
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Appendix I. Parish Council Website 
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I.1. Homepage for the Neighbourhood Plan 
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Homepage for the Neighbourhood Plan (cont.) 
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I.2. Next Steps page 

 
 

 
  



Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Consultation Statement 

Submission Stage (Issue 1) 66 0199-CON 

Next Steps page (cont.) 
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I.3. Pre-Submission Public Consultation page 
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Pre-Submission Public Consultation page (cont.) 
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I.4. Feedback Form 
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Feedback Form (cont.) 
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Feedback Form (cont.) 
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I.5. Plan and Design Guide page 
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I.6. Consultation Statement page 
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I.7. Evidence Reports page 
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Evidence Reports page (cont.) 
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Evidence Reports page (cont.) 
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J.1. Extract from July 2024 Chronicle 
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Extract from December 2023 Chronicle (cont.) 
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J.2. Flyer 
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Flyer (cont.) 
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J.3. Email Postbox Notice 
 

 



Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Consultation Statement 

Submission Stage (Issue 1) 83 0199-CON 

J.4. Facebook Post 
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Statutory Consultees 
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K.1. Email Template used for Notifying Statutory Consultees 
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L.1. Postbox Email 
 

 
 



Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Consultation Statement 

Submission Stage (Issue 1) 88 0199-CON 

L.2. Booklet Content 
 

 
  



Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Consultation Statement 

Submission Stage (Issue 1) 89 0199-CON 

Booklet Content (cont.) 
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Booklet Content (cont.) 
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M.1. Display Boards 
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M.2. Email Postbox Notice of First Drop-In Session 
 

 
 

M.3. Facebook Post for First Drop-In Session 
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M.4. Email Postbox Notice of Second Drop-In Session 
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M.5. Facebook Post for Second Drop-In Session 
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M.6. Attendance Record for First Drop-In Session 
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M.7. Attendance Record for Second Drop-In Session 
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M.8. Photographs 
 

 
Village hall display arrangement 

 

 
Three hardcopies of the complete document suite were available to view 
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Photographs (cont.) 
 

 
Evening of Thursday 25th July 
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N.1. Extract from October 2024 Chronicle 
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Extract from October 2024 Chronicle (Cont.) 
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Extract from October 2024 Chronicle (Cont.) 
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O.1. Residents’ Comments 

Table 4 – Residents’ Comments requiring minor or no change 

ID Doc Ref 
Page 

No 
Feedback Response Changes to the Neighbourhood Plan 

001 General  Comment 

Firstly, thanks are due to Trevor Hall and the other 
members of the Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan 
Steering Group for the time and effort they have put in to 
producing this plan.  

Sadly, their efforts are entirely wasted. The new 
government has announced that it intended to build 
hundreds of thousands of houses each year for the next 
five years. If, as would seem probable today, they should 
win the next general election, this development will 
continue well into the next decade. They have already 
declared that Green Belt land is not sacrosanct. Whilst it 
is unlikely that their targets will be met, it is clear that 
they will simply drive a coach and horses through any 
neighbourhood plan that is at odds with their objectives. 

Suggestion 

If we are not to see the fields of Aston Abbotts covered 
with concrete and tarmac, the only solution when the 
time comes is militant nimbyism. It worked fifty years ago 
to prevent Wing-Cublington becoming London’s third 
airport; it can work again. 

Noted No change to the Neighbourhood Plan 
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ID Doc Ref 
Page 

No 
Feedback Response Changes to the Neighbourhood Plan 

002 Para 12.7 
(Traffic and 
Transport) 

32 Comment 

I would prefer to see the addition of horse riders and 
carriage drivers in 12.7 

So it would read:  

A partnership approach between the Parish Council and 
Buckinghamshire Council will be required to improve 
highway safety and minimise conflicts between road 
traffic, cyclists, pedestrians, horse riders and carriage 
drivers. 

Suggestion 

See above 

Agree with the suggestion Changed para 12.7 to read: 
‘A partnership approach between the Parish 
Council and Buckinghamshire Council will be 
required to improve highway safety and minimise 
conflicts between road traffic, cyclists, 
pedestrians, horse riders and carriage drivers.’ 

003 Policy HE2 20 Comment 

Church Bells are not included as a heritage asset 

Suggestion 

Add Church Bells to policy 

This was an omission from the plan, it was included in 
the relevant evidence report. 

Added additional bullet: 

‘•  Church Bells housed in the bell tower’ 

004 Policy HE2 20 Comment 

Name incorrect: Sir Kames Clark Ross 

Suggestion 

Change name 

Typographical error Changed ‘Sir James Clark’ to ‘Sir James Clark 
Ross’ 

005 Figure 11 – 
Policy Map 

Non-
Designate
d Heritage 
Assets  

42 Comment 

Number 1 spells Sir James Clark Ross' name incorrectly 

Suggestion 

Correct spelling of name 

Typographical error Changed ‘Sir James Clark’ to ‘Sir James Clark 
Ross’ 
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ID Doc Ref 
Page 

No 
Feedback Response Changes to the Neighbourhood Plan 

006 Design 
guide 

25 Comment 

CA1.4, windows should be sash on facades or dormer on 
rooflines – actually the dominant window style in 
conservation area north is hinged (casement) windows, 
not sash windows – for example Church Row, Church 
Farm House, around the north area of the Green. I think 
only Home Farm, a different style of building, has sash 
windows. 

Suggestion 

Just correct the guidelines 

Omissions 

I don't think so 

It is a valid observation. 

 

Design Guide, Page 25, bullet CA1.4: “sash” has been 
changed to “casement” 

 

No change to the Neighbourhood Plan 

007 Design 
guide 

35 Comment 

3.8 CA6 Wingrave Road, described as having no 
pavements. This is incorrect as there is now a pavement 
all the way to the Wingrave crossroads. 

Suggestion 

Just correct the text 

It is a valid observation. 

 

Design Guide, Page 35, first para of column 2: The 
sentence “The combination.. .. for pedestrians” has 
been deleted 

 

No change to the Neighbourhood Plan 

008 Section 13 
Aspira-
tions, 13.5 

34 Comment 

Very much in favour of additional circular walks and 
happy to see the specific suggestions, although I 
understand these are dependent on the consent and 
collaboration of landowners. 

Comment noted. No change to the Neighbourhood Plan 
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O.2. Buckinghamshire Council Comments 

Table 5 – Buckinghamshire Council comments requiring minor or no change 

Comment 
from team 

Policy 
or Para 

Page Comment Response 
Changes to the Neighbourhood 

Plan 
Planning 
Policy 

1.2 1 The front cover says the plan period is 15 years (to 2039) but 1.2 says the 
vision will just be to 2035. The plan vision should be for the whole plan 
period. 

Agree Changed ‘2035’ to ‘2039’ in 1.2 and Page 
36, Para 13.14,  
Corrected header to ‘Aston Abbotts 
Neighbourhood Plan 2024-2039’ 

Planning 
Policy 

Fig 2 3 Please add a north arrow, scale car, scale text and any ordnance survey 
license number for the map 

Noted Pages 3 and 37: 
Scale and north arrow added to Fig. 2 
and Fig. 6 (Parish Boundary and 
Settlement Boundary). 
Scale and north arrow not considered 
necessary for other maps which identify 
features or areas. 
Maps have been obtained from Parish 
Online and copyright information has 
been added to all maps (Fig 2 and Figs 6 
thru 14). 

Planning 
Policy 

3.2 5 For 'Henry VIII' please do 'I's rather than '1's Agree Typo corrected 

Planning 
Policy 

5.1 13 Rather than opening with "The vision is..." within the 'Vision" it would be 
better to say "By 2039, Aston Abbotts rural and historic..." 

Agree Changed first sentence of Vision to  ‘By 
2039, Aston Abbotts rural and historic...’ 

Planning 
Policy 

7.2 15 Typo should be 'respondents' Noted Typo corrected 

Planning 
Policy 

HE2 20 The plan should show in it or any heritage evidence base what the extent of 
the curtilage is of each heritage asset so it is clear to the decision taker on 
planning applications 

Noted but the majority of the assets have no 
curtilage and those that do (the cottages 
and the hall) have obvious curtilages which 
form part of the planning unit. 

No change to the Neighbourhood Plan 

Planning 
Policy 

NE1 21 To see what this policy adds in difference to the VALP policy NE4, the 
important ponds, mature trees and hedgerows should be shown in the plan 
or any landscape evidence base 

Noted, but this is not considered necessary 
as the policy will be applied for planning 
applications within a specified site. To map 
all of these features across the Parish would 
not be proportionate. 

No change to the Neighbourhood Plan 
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Comment 
from team 

Policy 
or Para 

Page Comment Response 
Changes to the Neighbourhood 

Plan 
Planning 
Policy 

SD3 27 The policy needs a full stop after 'carbon emissions'. Just to note the VALP 
provides a water efficiency standard (in policy I5) of 110 litres per person 
per day though it is possible for plans being prepared now to justify a more 
ambitious standard. 

Noted. Typo corrected 

Planning 
Policy 

C1 29 The plan needs to show the extent of the curtilage of these community 
facilities affected by the policy so as and when a planning application 
comes forward on land nearby it is clear if it includes buildings, gardens, 
parking areas, play areas, enclosures, outbuildings etc. 

Noted.  This is not considered necessary as 
there is either no curtilage, or the curtilage 
is obvious.  However, it has been noted that 
the Church of St James has been omitted 
from the list of community facilities. 

No change to the Neighbourhood Plan is 
required in relation to curtilage but the 
Church of St James has been added to 
the list of community facilities.  

DM Policy 
RC1 

17 Views of particular importance – it would be helpful if where these are 
shown on the policy map, it could be referenced why these views are 
important / what is important about them specifically that proposals 
should seek to protect. i.e. why are these views of importance? On entering 
the village, what is it that developments are seeking to protect in terms of 
these views? 

 

Agreed, however this information is already 
set out in the background Evidence Report 
‘Protected Views’ which accompanies the 
Neighbourhood Plan referred to in 7.5 

No change to the Neighbourhood Plan 

DM Policy 
HE2 

20 This policy does not appear to cover designated heritage assets, rather only 
non-designated heritage assets. Is this intentional? Should the policy be 
tweaked to refer to Listed Buildings as per The National Heritage List for 
England? Or this form a separate policy? 

Designated heritage assets are already 
protected at national and Local Plan level, 
so there is no need to repeat, see paragraph 
8.8 

No change to the Neighbourhood Plan 

DM   Noting Aston Abbotts is a smaller village in the Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan 
(VALP), therefore policy D4 of the VALP is applicable where no 
neighbourhood plan is in place. It is highlighted that Policy D4 of the VALP 
supports new development where it “is of a small scale (normally five 
dwellings or fewer) (net) and in a location that is in keeping with the existing 
form of the settlement and would not adversely affect its character and 
appearance”. Would the neighbourhood plan wish to place a similar figure 
on the quantum of new development it envisages? 

Noted, however, it is not considered 
necessary to place a figure on potential 
future housing development in the Parish as 
it could be construed as a target figure 
rather than a repetition of a Local Plan 
policy. 

No change to the Neighbourhood Plan 
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Comment 
from team 

Policy 
or Para 

Page Comment Response 
Changes to the Neighbourhood 

Plan 
Highways 
DM 

Policy 
TT1: 
Trans-
port 

33 Whilst Highways DM is supportive that new development should include 
measures that keep traffic speeds low and improve access for pedestrians, 
cyclists and horse-riders, we must be realistic regarding financial 
contributions and works that we can secure based on the amount of 
development proposed. It appears that only relatively small developments 
would be acceptable, therefore only relatively minor financial contributions 
and improvement works would be justifiable. 

Noted No change to the Neighbourhood Plan 

Archaeology Fig 10 41 Historic England not English Heritage 
This figure should be expanded to show the location of the Scheduled 
Monument. 

Noted, however, this is a designation 
already in place and does not need to be 
shown on a Policies Map for the NP. 

‘English Heritage’ replaced with 
‘Historic England’ 

Lead Local 
Flood 
Authority 
(SuDS team) 

General N/A Please find below some general guidance on information that may be useful 
to communities preparing neighbourhood plans in relation to flood risk 
matters. 

• Provide local knowledge about historic local flooding experienced 
within the neighbourhood plan area. Including the year, location and 
source of flooding (e.g. river flooding, surface water, groundwater or 
sewer flooding) 

• Use of publicly available tools to assess potential development sites in 
relation to flood risk. This can include the LPA’s Strategic Flood Risk 
Assessments, the Flood map for Planning and the Long term flood risk 
service. 

• Ensure that any flood risk policies steer future development to 
areas of lower flood risk in line with the National Planning Policy 
Framework. 

• Ensure that sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) are prioritised to 
mitigate surface water runoff generated by new development. 

• Ensure that developers and the community are aware of their riparian 
responsibilities in relation to any watercourses located within the 
neighbourhood plan area. Further guidance on riparian responsibilities 
can be found on Buckinghamshire Council’s website. 

Noted No change to the Neighbourhood Plan 
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P.1. Comments from Walshingham Planning 
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Comments from Walshingham Planning (cont.) 
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Comments from Walshingham Planning (cont.) 
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Comments from Walshingham Planning (cont.) 
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P.2. Submission from Historic England 
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Submission from Historic England (cont.) 
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Submission from Historic England (cont.) 
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Submission from Historic England (cont.) 
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Submission from Historic England (cont.) 
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P.3. Submission from Natural England 
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Submission from Natural England (cont.) 
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Submission from Natural England (cont.) 
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Submission from Natural England (cont.) 
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P.4. Submission from Network Rail 
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Submission from Network Rail (cont.) 
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Submission from Network Rail (cont.) 
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Submission from Network Rail (cont.) 
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P.5. Submission from Thames Water 
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Submission from Thames Water (cont.) 
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Submission from Thames Water (cont.) 
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Submission from Thames Water (cont.) 
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P.6. Submission from Anglian Water 
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Submission from Anglian Water (cont.) 
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Submission from Anglian Water (cont.) 
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Submission from Anglian Water (cont.) 
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Submission from Anglian Water (cont.) 
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P.7. Submission from National Gas 
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Submission from National Gas (cont.) 
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Submission from National Gas (cont.) 
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Submission from National Gas (cont.) 
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P.8. Submission from National Grid 
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Submission from National Grid (cont.) 
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Submission from National Grid (cont.) 
 

 
  



Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Consultation Statement 

Submission Stage (Issue 1) 145 0199-CON 

P.9. Submission from National Highways 
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Submission from National Highways (cont.) 
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Annex A  Preliminary 2022 Survey Results 
 

 

This annex contains the preliminary results of the survey published in November 2022.  It 
has been reproduced here for reference in its original format. 

For the complete findings, including all notes and comments from respondents, please 
refer to the separate report titled “2022 Survey Results Evidence Report”. 
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Aston Abbotts 2022 Neighbourhood Questionnaire 
Preliminary Results 

 
 

Introduction 
This document contains the preliminary consolidated information for the Aston Abbotts 
Neighbourhood Questionnaire which was distributed in April 2022.  This preliminary report contains 
only the consolidate tick boxes and demographic information within the questionnaire and excludes 
the comments and notes made by the residents.  The notes and comments will be included in the full 
version of this report which will be used to inform the development of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

The questionnaires were delivered to about 180 households and 84 were competed and returned.  
This is close to 50% return - it is believed that a typical response to this type of questionnaire is 
between 30% and 40% so, by getting nearly 50% return is testament to the enthusiasm that many of 
our community are showing and their desire to influence the way Aston Abbotts will develop over 
the coming years. 

The consolidated information presented in this document is divided into the following sections: 
 Section 1 – General Info 
 Section 2 – Housing 
 Section 3 – Economy 
 Section 4 – Communication 
 Section 5 – Infrastructure 
 Section 6 – Private Transport 
 Section 7 – Environment 
 Section 8 – History and Ecology 
 Section 9 – Other 
 Appendix A – Questionnaire 
 

Sections 1 to 9 
For each of the main sections (1 to 9) there are two subsections titled Tick box Summary and Detailed 
Breakdown.  

Note that the information provided in the Tick box Summary and Detailed Breakdown sections may 
use abbreviated terms (this was necessary for presentation) - please refer to the questionnaire 
re-printed in Appendix A if clarification of the question is required. 

Tick box Summaries: 

The Tick box Summary subsection shows the highest scoring option of the tick boxes which includes 
the number of people who responded and the percentage achieved for the selected the option.  For 
example: 

 
 

Shows the number and
percentage of questionnaires

where a response was given

Shows the highest scoring option 
and percentage of those that 
provided a response 
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Detailed Breakdowns: 

The Detailed Breakdown subsection provides the details of the responses to all questions.  For the 
tick box summaries, the tables are “heatmap” shaded with the darkest green showing the highest 
percent return.  For example: 

 
Appendices 
Appendix A – “Questionnaire” provides, for information and reference, the questionnaire that was 
circulated to residents 
 

 
 
 

The percentage breakdown for those 
that provided a response  

Number and percentage of 
questionnaires with no response 

If the questionnaire provided the option for the 
residents to add “Other” categories then these 
are listed below the tick box summary. 
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Section 1 - General Info 
 
Section 1.1 - General Info - Tick Box Summary 
 
Q1.4 What is the housing status for the property? 

Q1.4 [i] Housing Status "Owned outright" (52 out of 84 (62%)) 
84 households responded (100%) 

 
Q1.6 How do you feel about living in Aston Abbotts? 

Q1.6 [i] Has a nice environment "Strongly agree" (57 out of 83, 69%) 
83 households responded (99%) 

Q1.6 [ii] Is clean & tidy "Agree" (40 out of 82, 49%) 
82 households responded (98%) 

Q1.6 [iii] Is quiet/peaceful "Strongly agree" (41 out of 82, 50%) 
82 households responded (98%) 

Q1.6 [iv] Has strong sense of community "Agree" (45 out of 81, 56%) 
81 households responded (96%) 

Q1.6 [v] Has good facilities "Disagree" (42 out of 83, 51%) 
83 households responded (99%) 

Q1.6 [vi] Has good public transport "Neither agree nor disagree" (35 out of 82, 43%) 
82 households responded (98%) 

Q1.6 [vii] Is convenient for commuting "Agree" (46 out of 81, 57%) 
81 households responded (96%) 

Q1.6 [viii] Is convenient for cultural activities 
"Agree" (32 out of 79, 41%) 
"Neither agree nor disagree" (32 out of 79, 41%) 
79 households responded (94%) 

Q1.6 [ix] Is good for social activities "Neither agree nor disagree" (32 out of 81, 40%) 
81 households responded (96%) 

Q1.6 [x] Is in good school catchment area "Neither agree nor disagree" (35 out of 79, 44%) 
79 households responded (94%) 
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Section 1.2 - General Info - Detailed Breakdown 
 
Q1.1 Number of members within the household 

 Qty 1 Qty 2 Qty 3 Qty 4 Total 

Number of adults? 23 57 2 2 151 
Number of school-age children? 8 3   14 

Number of pre-school-age infants? 2    2 
     167 

 
Q1.2 What is the gender and ages of all members of the household? 

 Age not 
given 

Under 12 12 to 17 18 to 29 30 to 49 50 to 64 65 to 75 76+ Total 

Gender not given 1 1     2  4 
Male 4 7 1 1 13 17 23 12 78 

Female 4 3 1 6 13 27 17 12 83 
Prefer not to say   1   1   2 

 9 11 3 7 26 45 42 24 167 
 
Q1.3 What is the work/education situation for all members of the household? 

Employed 48 29% 
Self Employed 26 16% 

Retired 67 40% 
Unemployed 2 1% 

In full-time education 14 8% 
Other* 10 6% 

 Other: 
• Both employed and self employed 
• Disabled 
• Looking after home and family 
• Nursery [x2] 
• Retired although employed part time as casual as well 
• Semi retired [x2] 
• Starting school in September 
• Volunteer librarian 

 
Q1.4 What is the housing status for the property? 

Owned with a mortgage 25 30% 
Owned outright 52 62% 

Rented from private landlord 2 2% 
Housing association 5 6% 

Social housing   
Other   

 
Q1.5 How long have you lived in Aston Abbotts (years)? 

 Nil <=1 yr 2-5 yrs 6-10 yrs 11-15 yrs 15-20 yrs 21-30 yrs >30 yrs 

Number in each year range 8 6 11 13 6 4 13 23 
 



A s t o n  A b b o t t s  2 0 2 2  N e i g h b o u r h o o d  Q u e s t i o n n a i r e  P r e l i m  R e s u l t  
 

 P a g e   5  I s s u e  1 . 2  

Q1.6 How do you feel about living in Aston Abbotts? 
 
Q1.6 [i] Has a nice environment 

Strongly agree 57 69% 
Agree 24 29% 

Neither agree nor disagree 2 2% 
Disagree   

Strongly disagree   
No Response 1 [1%] 

 
Q1.6 [ii] Is clean & tidy 

Strongly agree 37 45% 
Agree 40 49% 

Neither agree nor disagree 4 5% 
Disagree 1 1% 

Strongly disagree   
No Response 2 [2%] 

 
Q1.6 [iii] Is quiet/peaceful 

Strongly agree 41 50% 
Agree 30 37% 

Neither agree nor disagree 6 7% 
Disagree 4 5% 

Strongly disagree 1 1% 
No Response 2 [2%] 

 
Q1.6 [iv] Has strong sense of community 

Strongly agree 22 27% 
Agree 45 56% 

Neither agree nor disagree 11 14% 
Disagree 1 1% 

Strongly disagree 2 2% 
No Response 3 [4%] 

 
Q1.6 [v] Has good facilities 

Strongly agree   
Agree 11 13% 

Neither agree nor disagree 24 29% 
Disagree 42 51% 

Strongly disagree 6 7% 
No Response 1 [1%] 
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Q1.6 [vi] Has good public transport 
Strongly agree 6 7% 

Agree 27 33% 
Neither agree nor disagree 35 43% 

Disagree 9 11% 
Strongly disagree 5 6% 

No Response 2 [2%] 
 
Q1.6 [vii] Is convenient for commuting 

Strongly agree 9 11% 
Agree 46 57% 

Neither agree nor disagree 18 22% 
Disagree 6 7% 

Strongly disagree 2 2% 
No Response 3 [4%] 

 
Q1.6 [viii] Is convenient for cultural activities 

Strongly agree 4 5% 
Agree 32 41% 

Neither agree nor disagree 32 41% 
Disagree 10 13% 

Strongly disagree 1 1% 
No Response 5 [6%] 

 
Q1.6 [ix] Is good for social activities 

Strongly agree 3 4% 
Agree 27 33% 

Neither agree nor disagree 32 40% 
Disagree 17 21% 

Strongly disagree 2 2% 
No Response 3 [4%] 

 
Q1.6 [x] Is in good school catchment area 

Strongly agree 9 11% 
Agree 34 43% 

Neither agree nor disagree 35 44% 
Disagree 1 1% 

Strongly disagree   
No Response 5 [6%] 
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Q1.6 [xi] Other Factor for Overall Impression 
• Active Church (Agree) 
• Church bell ringing at unsociable hours (ie early morning & late evening) (Strongly disagree) 
• Coffee morning (Agree) 
• Does not suffer from excessive traffic and used as rat-run (Strongly disagree) 
• Feel safe and secure (Strongly agree) 
• Footpaths (ie, easy access to open country to walk) (Strongly agree) 
• General Improvements Required (Strongly agree) 
• Lovely rural location (Strongly agree) 
• Mobility friendly (Neither agree nor disagree) 
• Needs a "community hub" (Strongly agree) 
• Needs a pub (Strongly agree) 
• Needs a shop (Strongly agree) 
• Needs traffic calming (Strongly agree) 
• No Pub (Strongly agree) 
• No Shop / Post Office (Strongly agree) 
• Now no pub (Strongly agree) 
• Plenty of trees (Strongly agree) 
• Pub (Strongly agree) 
• Safe (Disagree) 
• Shop (Strongly agree) 
• Small village (Strongly agree) 
• Sport and Leisure Facilities (Disagree) 
• Stop lorries through village (Strongly agree) 
• Traffic calming measures & stop cut-through via The Green to Weedon (Strongly agree) 
• Traffic transit noise/quality worsening noticeably (Strongly agree) 
• Village needs traffic calming measures urgently (Strongly agree) 
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Section 2 - Housing 
 
Section 2.1 - Housing - Tick Box Summary 
 
Q2.1,2 New housing 

Q2.1 
Do you agree that there will be a 
need for more housing? 

"Agree" (31 out of 82, 38%) 
82 households responded (98%) 

Q2.2 
How many homes do you think would 
be appropriate? 

"Less than 10" (41 out of 83, 49%) 
83 households responded (99%) 

 
Q2.3 When new homes have to be built, which type do you think would be most suitable? 

Q2.3 [i] Affordable homes "In favour" (23 out of 78, 29%) 
78 households responded (93%) 

Q2.3 [ii] Housing association homes "Strongly opposed to" (22 out of 74, 30%) 
74 households responded (88%) 

Q2.3 [iii] Retirement/sheltered homes "Don’t mind" (26 out of 74, 35%) 
74 households responded (88%) 

Q2.3 [iv] Bungalows "Don’t mind" (29 out of 73, 40%) 
73 households responded (87%) 

Q2.3 [v] Small homes (1 bed) "Don’t mind" (30 out of 70, 43%) 
70 households responded (83%) 

Q2.3 [vi] Medium size homes (2-3 beds) "In favour" (39 out of 79, 49%) 
79 households responded (94%) 

Q2.3 [vii] Larger homes (4+ beds) "Don’t mind" (20 out of 73, 27%) 
73 households responded (87%) 

Q2.3 [viii] Flats "Strongly opposed to" (31 out of 69, 45%) 
69 households responded (82%) 

 
Q2.4 New Housing Sustainability and Location 

Q2.4 [i] 
When new homes are built, do you 
agree they must be built sustainably? 

"Strongly agree" (50 out of 84 (60%)) 
84 households responded (100%) 

Q2.5 
When new homes are built, where do 
you think they should be located? 

"Only within the village" (44 out of 82, 54%) 
82 households responded (98%) 
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Section 2.2 - Housing - Detailed Breakdown 
 
Q2.1,2 New housing 
 
Q2.1 Do you agree that there will be a need for more housing? 

Strongly agree 10 12% 
Agree 31 38% 

Neither agree nor disagree 8 10% 
Disagree 13 16% 

Strongly disagree 18 22% 
Not sure or don’t know 2 2% 

No Response 2 [2%] 
 
Q2.2 How many homes do you think would be appropriate? 

Less than 10 41 49% 
10 to 20 31 37% 
21 to 30 8 10% 
31 to 50 1 1% 
Over 50 2 2% 

No Response 1 [1%] 
 
Q2.3 When new homes have to be built, which type do you think would be most suitable? 
 
Q2.3 [i] Affordable homes 

Strongly in favour 20 26% 
In favour 23 29% 

Don’t mind 14 18% 
Opposed to 9 12% 

Strongly opposed to 12 15% 
No Response 6 [7%] 

 
Q2.3 [ii] Housing association homes 

Strongly in favour 8 11% 
In favour 11 15% 

Don’t mind 16 22% 
Opposed to 17 23% 

Strongly opposed to 22 30% 
No Response 10 [12%] 

 
Q2.3 [iii] Retirement/sheltered homes 

Strongly in favour 7 9% 
In favour 19 26% 

Don’t mind 26 35% 
Opposed to 15 20% 

Strongly opposed to 7 9% 
No Response 10 [12%] 
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Q2.3 [iv] Bungalows 
Strongly in favour 11 15% 

In favour 20 27% 
Don’t mind 29 40% 
Opposed to 10 14% 

Strongly opposed to 3 4% 
No Response 11 [13%] 

 
Q2.3 [v] Small homes (1 bed) 

Strongly in favour 7 10% 
In favour 15 21% 

Don’t mind 30 43% 
Opposed to 15 21% 

Strongly opposed to 3 4% 
No Response 14 [17%] 

 
Q2.3 [vi] Medium size homes (2-3 beds) 

Strongly in favour 12 15% 
In favour 39 49% 

Don’t mind 20 25% 
Opposed to 4 5% 

Strongly opposed to 4 5% 
No Response 5 [6%] 

 
Q2.3 [vii] Larger homes (4+ beds) 

Strongly in favour 7 10% 
In favour 14 19% 

Don’t mind 20 27% 
Opposed to 19 26% 

Strongly opposed to 13 18% 
No Response 11 [13%] 

 
Q2.3 [viii] Flats 

Strongly in favour 2 3% 
In favour 3 4% 

Don’t mind 15 22% 
Opposed to 18 26% 

Strongly opposed to 31 45% 
No Response 15 [18%] 

 
Q2.3 [ix] Other Type of Housing 

• Agricultural homes (Opposed to) 
• Build to rent (Opposed to) 
• Council houses (Strongly opposed to) 
• Halfway homes (Strongly opposed to) 
• Homes with off-road parking proportional to no. of bedrooms (Strongly in favour) 
• Park Home/Mobile Home (Strongly opposed to) 
• Quality Build (Strongly in favour) 
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Q2.4 New Housing Sustainability and Location 
 
Q2.4 [i] When new homes are built, do you agree they must be built sustainably? 

Strongly agree 50 60% 
Agree 22 26% 

Neither agree nor disagree 9 11% 
Disagree   

Strongly disagree 3 4% 
Not sure or don’t know   

 
Q2.5 When new homes are built, where do you think they should be located? 

Only within the village 44 54% 
Only greenfield sites 9 11% 

Both in village and greenfield sites 20 24% 
Other* 9 11% 

No Response 2 [2%] 
 Other: 

• Brownfield site 
• Brownfield sites before greenfield/agriculture 
• Infill sites 
• No new homes 
• None 
• Only on edge of village 
• See note 
• Urban fringe 
• Within the village or potential brownfield sites 
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Section 3 - Economy 
 
Section 3.1 - Economy - Tick Box Summary 
 
Q3.2 Businesses run from home 

Q3.2 [i] 
Do any members of the household 
run a business from home? 

"No" (65 out of 80, 81%) 
80 households responded (95%) 

 
Q3.3 Business Premises 

Q3.3 [i] 
Does anyone in household own/rent 
business premises in the parish? 

"No" (77 out of 79, 97%) 
79 households responded (94%) 

Q3.3a Do they see the business(es) staying 
in the parish for the next 10 years? 

"Yes" (2 out of 3, 67%) 
3 households responded (4%) 

 
Q3.4 Business Units 

Q3.4 [i] 
Do you favour development of more 
Business Units within the Parish? 

"Neither agree nor disagree" (23 out of 79, 29%) 
79 households responded (94%) 



A s t o n  A b b o t t s  2 0 2 2  N e i g h b o u r h o o d  Q u e s t i o n n a i r e  P r e l i m  R e s u l t  
 

 P a g e   1 3  I s s u e  1 . 2  

Section 3.2 - Economy - Detailed Breakdown 
 
Q3.1 For members of the household that are employed, where do they work? 

Aston Abbotts 16 22% 
Aylesbury 10 14% 

Leighton Buzzard 2 3% 
Milton Keynes 2 3% 

Luton or Dunstable 3 4% 
London 9 12% 
Other* 31 42% 

 Other: 
• Aston Abbotts and Milton Keynes 
• Aylesbury & Thame 
• Aylesbury, Leighton Buzzard and Milton Keynes 
• Berkhamstead [x3] 
• Bicester 
• Both London & Home 
• Buckingham 
• Bucks Area 
• Haddenham/Thame 
• Hemel Hempstead [x4] 
• Hertfordshire areas 
• Local area 
• Not defined 
• Part London, Part Home [x2] 
• Part time in both Aston Abbotts and London 
• Princess Risborough 
• Rickmansworth 
• Tring 
• Tring/Berkhamstead 
• Various 
• Watford 
• Wing 
• Wingrave 
• Working from home [x2] 

 
Q3.2 Businesses run from home 
 
Q3.2 [i] Do any members of the household run a business from home? 

Yes 15 19% 
No 65 81% 

No Response 4 [5%] 
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Q3.2a If yes, please state nature of the business(es) 
Accommodation services 2 11% 

Agriculture 1 5% 
Catering   

Construction/ Landscaping   
Education 2 11% 

Health and well-being   
Financial and/or Insurance 2 11% 

Information/ Communication   
Retail 1 5% 

Other* 11 58% 
 Other: 

• Agriculture and Tourism 
• Events 
• Gardening 
• Marketing [x2] 
• Photography [x2] 
• Secretarial audio typing 
• Service Industry 
• Transport 
• Travel 

 
Q3.3 Business Premises 
 
Q3.3 [i] Does anyone in household own/rent business premises in the parish? 

Yes 2 3% 
No 77 97% 

No Response 5 [6%] 
 
Q3.3a Do they see the business(es) staying in the parish for the next 10 years? 

Yes 2 67% 
No 1 33% 

No Response 81 [96%] 
 
Q3.3b If yes, please state nature of the business(es) 

Accommodation services   
Agriculture 2 50% 

Catering   
Construction/ Landscaping   

Education   
Health and well-being   

Financial and/or Insurance   
Information/ Communication   

Retail   
Other* 2 50% 

 Other: 
• Snow Sports 
• Tourism 
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Q3.4 Business Units 
 
Q3.4 [i] Do you favour development of more Business Units within the Parish? 

Strongly agree 2 3% 
Agree 12 15% 

Neither agree nor disagree 23 29% 
Disagree 18 23% 

Strongly disagree 21 27% 
Not sure or don’t know 3 4% 

No Response 5 [6%] 
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Section 4 - Communication 
 
Section 4.1 - Communication - Tick Box Summary 
 
Q4.1,2 Communication General 

Q4.1 
Community news and information - 
how important is it to you? 

"Very important" (43 out of 83, 52%) 
83 households responded (99%) 

Q4.2 
Is it easy to find community news and 
information for Aston Abbotts? 

"Easy" (46 out of 79, 58%) 
79 households responded (94%) 

 
Q4.3 As sources of community news and information, how would you rate the following? 

Q4.3 [i] Parish noticeboards "Don’t use it" (28 out of 80, 35%) 
80 households responded (95%) 

Q4.3 [ii] Parish Council website "Don’t use it" (32 out of 76, 42%) 
76 households responded (90%) 

Q4.3 [iii] Aston Abbotts website "Don’t use it" (24 out of 76, 32%) 
76 households responded (90%) 

Q4.3 [iv] Aston Abbotts Chronicle "Very Good" (42 out of 82, 51%) 
82 households responded (98%) 

Q4.3 [v] Aston Abbotts Email Post Box "Very Good" (36 out of 80, 45%) 
80 households responded (95%) 

Q4.3 [vi] Local county newspapers "Don’t use it" (52 out of 76, 68%) 
76 households responded (90%) 

Q4.3 [vii] BBC Three Counties Radio "Don’t use it" (60 out of 74, 81%) 
74 households responded (88%) 

Q4.3 [viii] Facebook "Don’t use it" (36 out of 76, 47%) 
76 households responded (90%) 

Q4.3 [ix] Twitter "Don’t use it" (56 out of 74, 76%) 
74 households responded (88%) 
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Section 4.2 - Communication - Detailed Breakdown 
 
Q4.1,2 Communication General 
 
Q4.1 Community news and information - how important is it to you? 

Very important 43 52% 
Important 31 37% 

Fairly Important 9 11% 
Not important   
No Response 1 [1%] 

 
Q4.2 Is it easy to find community news and information for Aston Abbotts? 

Very Easy 26 33% 
Easy 46 58% 

Difficult 6 8% 
Very difficult 1 1% 

No Response 5 [6%] 
 
Q4.3 As sources of community news and information, how would you rate the following? 
 
Q4.3 [i] Parish noticeboards 

Very Good 7 9% 
Good 15 19% 

OK 23 29% 
Poor 7 9% 

Very Poor   
Don’t use it 28 35% 

Was not aware it existed   
No Response 4 [5%] 

 
Q4.3 [ii] Parish Council website 

Very Good 7 9% 
Good 8 11% 

OK 17 22% 
Poor 2 3% 

Very Poor   
Don’t use it 32 42% 

Was not aware it existed 10 13% 
No Response 8 [10%] 
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Q4.3 [iii] Aston Abbotts website 
Very Good 13 17% 

Good 15 20% 
OK 18 24% 

Poor 3 4% 
Very Poor 1 1% 

Don’t use it 24 32% 
Was not aware it existed 2 3% 

No Response 8 [10%] 
 
Q4.3 [iv] Aston Abbotts Chronicle 

Very Good 42 51% 
Good 27 33% 

OK 11 13% 
Poor 2 2% 

Very Poor   
Don’t use it   

Was not aware it existed   
No Response 2 [2%] 

 
Q4.3 [v] Aston Abbotts Email Post Box 

Very Good 36 45% 
Good 17 21% 

OK 9 11% 
Poor 2 3% 

Very Poor 1 1% 
Don’t use it 11 14% 

Was not aware it existed 4 5% 
No Response 4 [5%] 

 
Q4.3 [vi] Local county newspapers 

Very Good 1 1% 
Good 1 1% 

OK 12 16% 
Poor   

Very Poor 6 8% 
Don’t use it 52 68% 

Was not aware it existed 4 5% 
No Response 8 [10%] 
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Q4.3 [vii] BBC Three Counties Radio 
Very Good   

Good 2 3% 
OK 7 9% 

Poor 2 3% 
Very Poor 2 3% 

Don’t use it 60 81% 
Was not aware it existed 1 1% 

No Response 10 [12%] 
 
Q4.3 [viii] Facebook 

Very Good 11 14% 
Good 13 17% 

OK 8 11% 
Poor 4 5% 

Very Poor 1 1% 
Don’t use it 36 47% 

Was not aware it existed 3 4% 
No Response 8 [10%] 

 
Q4.3 [ix] Twitter 

Very Good   
Good 1 1% 

OK 2 3% 
Poor   

Very Poor   
Don’t use it 56 76% 

Was not aware it existed 15 20% 
No Response 10 [12%] 

 
Q4.3 [x] Other Types of Information 

• Bucks Radio (Very Good) 
• Church noticeboard (Poor) 
• Social groups within the village (Very Good) 
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Section 5 - Infrastructure 
 
Section 5.1 - Infrastructure - Tick Box Summary 
 
Q5.1 Infrastructure 

Q5.1 
Do you have a broadband internet 
connection within the household? 

"Yes" (74 out of 81, 91%) 
81 households responded (96%) 

 
Q5.2 Which of the following facilities do you use and how often do you use them? 

Q5.2 [i] Village Hall "Rarely" (37 out of 82, 45%) 
82 households responded (98%) 

Q5.2 [ii] Recreation Ground "Rarely" (33 out of 80, 41%) 
80 households responded (95%) 

Q5.2 [iii] Children’s Play Area "Never" (42 out of 81, 52%) 
81 households responded (96%) 

Q5.2 [iv] Church "Rarely" (36 out of 81, 44%) 
81 households responded (96%) 

Q5.2 [v] The Orchard "Rarely" (32 out of 80, 40%) 
80 households responded (95%) 

 
Q5.3 Which of the following do you think will need to be developed in the Parish? 

Q5.3 [i] Local shops "Need more regardless.." (39 out of 76, 51%) 
76 households responded (90%) 

Q5.3 [ii] Leisure facilities "Don’t need any more.." (22 out of 73, 30%) 
73 households responded (87%) 

Q5.3 [iii] Parks/play area "Don’t need any more.." (32 out of 75, 43%) 
75 households responded (89%) 

Q5.3 [iv] Parking spaces "Need more regardless.." (32 out of 77, 42%) 
77 households responded (92%) 

Q5.3 [v] Road capacity "Need more with new homes.." (28 out of 74, 38%) 
74 households responded (88%) 

Q5.3 [vi] Bus services "Need more regardless.." (24 out of 77, 31%) 
77 households responded (92%) 

 
Q5.5 Schools 

Q5.5b Were the school(s) the preferred 
choice for the child(ren) 

"Yes" (10 out of 11, 91%) 
11 households responded (13%) 

 
Q5.6 Recreational facilities 

Q5.6 [i] 
How do you rate the play and 
recreational facilities for the village? 

"Adequate" (34 out of 83, 41%) 
83 households responded (99%) 

 
Q5.9 Allotments 

Q5.9a 
Do any of the members of the 
household rent or share an 
allotment? 

"No" (74 out of 82, 90%) 
82 households responded (98%) 

Q5.9b If they don’t rent or share an 
allotment, would they like to? 

"No" (63 out of 69, 91%) 
69 households responded (82%) 
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Section 5.2 - Infrastructure - Detailed Breakdown 
 
Q5.1 Infrastructure 
 
Q5.1 Do you have a broadband internet connection within the household? 

Yes 74 91% 
No 7 9% 

No Response 3 [4%] 
 
Q5.2 Which of the following facilities do you use and how often do you use them? 
 
Q5.2 [i] Village Hall 

Daily   
Weekly 24 29% 
Monthly 7 9% 
Rarely 37 45% 
Never 14 17% 

No Response 2 [2%] 
 
Q5.2 [ii] Recreation Ground 

Daily 5 6% 
Weekly 13 16% 
Monthly 13 16% 
Rarely 33 41% 
Never 16 20% 

No Response 4 [5%] 
 
Q5.2 [iii] Children’s Play Area 

Daily 1 1% 
Weekly 10 12% 
Monthly 9 11% 

Rarely 19 23% 
Never 42 52% 

No Response 3 [4%] 
 
Q5.2 [iv] Church 

Daily   
Weekly 16 20% 
Monthly 5 6% 
Rarely 36 44% 
Never 24 30% 

No Response 3 [4%] 
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Q5.2 [v] The Orchard 
Daily 2 3% 

Weekly 6 8% 
Monthly 19 24% 
Rarely 32 40% 
Never 21 26% 

No Response 4 [5%] 
 
Q5.2 [vi] Other Facility 

• Allotments (Daily) 
• Footpaths & bridleways around the village (Daily) 
• Footpaths (Daily) [x2] 
• Footpaths (Weekly) 
• Pub (as there isn't one) (Never) 
• Pub (Monthly) 
• Pub (Never) 
• Public footpaths/bridleways (Daily) 
• Village Hall cafe (Weekly) 
• Village walk (Weekly) 
• Village walk over fields and footpaths (Monthly) 

 
Q5.3 Which of the following do you think will need to be developed in the Parish? 
 
Q5.3 [i] Local shops 

Don’t need any more.. 17 22% 
Need more with new homes.. 9 12% 

Need more regardless.. 39 51% 
Don’t know 11 14% 

No Response 8 [10%] 
 
Q5.3 [ii] Leisure facilities 

Don’t need any more.. 22 30% 
Need more with new homes.. 16 22% 

Need more regardless.. 16 22% 
Don’t know 19 26% 

No Response 11 [13%] 
 
Q5.3 [iii] Parks/play area 

Don’t need any more.. 32 43% 
Need more with new homes.. 28 37% 

Need more regardless.. 8 11% 
Don’t know 7 9% 

No Response 9 [11%] 
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Q5.3 [iv] Parking spaces 
Don’t need any more.. 7 9% 

Need more with new homes.. 31 40% 
Need more regardless.. 32 42% 

Don’t know 7 9% 
No Response 7 [8%] 

 
Q5.3 [v] Road capacity 

Don’t need any more.. 17 23% 
Need more with new homes.. 28 38% 

Need more regardless.. 14 19% 
Don’t know 15 20% 

No Response 10 [12%] 
 
Q5.3 [vi] Bus services 

Don’t need any more.. 10 13% 
Need more with new homes.. 21 27% 

Need more regardless.. 24 31% 
Don’t know 22 29% 

No Response 7 [8%] 
 
Q5.3 [vii] Other Things for Development 

• Activity for 10-16 year olds (Need more with new homes..) 
• Bridleways (Need more regardless..) 
• Cycle paths (Need more regardless..) 
• Dog pooh bins (Need more regardless..) 
• Footpaths (Need more regardless..) 
• GP Surgery (Need more regardless..) 
• Improved/controlled traffic flow by non-local traffic/inappropriate size/speed (Need more 

regardless..) 
• Improvements to pavements and footpaths (Need more regardless..) 
• Library bus (Need more regardless..) 
• Licenced social club (Need more regardless..) 
• Outdoor exercise (Need more regardless..) 
• Pavement (Need more regardless..) 
• Pavements within village (Need more regardless..) 
• Pub (Need more regardless..) [x13] 
• Pub/Restaurant (Need more regardless..) [x2] 
• Renewable energy (Need more regardless..) 
• Street Lights (Need more regardless..) 
• Tennis courts (Need more regardless..) 
• Traffic calming (Need more regardless..) 

 
Q5.5 Schools 
 
Q5.5b Were the school(s) the preferred choice for the child(ren) 

Yes 10 91% 
No 1 9% 

No Response 73 [87%] 
 



A s t o n  A b b o t t s  2 0 2 2  N e i g h b o u r h o o d  Q u e s t i o n n a i r e  P r e l i m  R e s u l t  
 

 P a g e   2 4  I s s u e  1 . 2  

Q5.6 Recreational facilities 
 
Q5.6 [i] How do you rate the play and recreational facilities for the village? 

Very Good 12 14% 
Good 33 40% 

Adequate 34 41% 
Poor 3 4% 

Very Poor 1 1% 
No Response 1 [1%] 

 
Q5.7 Footpaths 
 
Q5.7 [i] How often do you use the footpaths? 

Often in summer 63 43% 
Often in winter 51 35% 

Sometimes in summer 9 6% 
Sometimes in winter 13 9% 

Rarely 5 3% 
Never 4 3% 

No Response 2 [1%] 
 
Q5.8 Bridleways 
 
Q5.8 [i] How often do you use the bridleways? 

Often in summer 27 25% 
Often in winter 21 20% 

Sometimes in summer 14 13% 
Sometimes in winter 8 7% 

Rarely 9 8% 
Never 28 26% 

No Response 8 [7%] 
 
Q5.9 Allotments 
 
Q5.9a Do any of the members of the household rent or share an allotment? 

Yes 8 10% 
No 74 90% 

No Response 2 [2%] 
 
Q5.9b If they don’t rent or share an allotment, would they like to? 

Yes 6 9% 
No 63 91% 

No Response 15 [18%] 
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Section 6 - Private Transport 
 
Section 6.1 - Private Transport - Tick Box Summary 
 
Q6.1b Parking 

Q6.1b [i] 
Do you rely on on-street parking for 
your vehicles? 

"No" (62 out of 79, 78%) 
79 households responded (94%) 

 
Q6.2 Electric Vehicles 

Q6.2a 
Are you considering getting an 
electric vehicle in the next 5 years? 

"No" (43 out of 76, 57%) 
76 households responded (90%) 

Q6.2b Would lack of an on-street charging 
stop you getting an electric vehicle? 

"No" (52 out of 74, 70%) 
74 households responded (88%) 
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Section 6.2 - Private Transport - Detailed Breakdown 
 
Q6.1 How many vehicles are there for the household? 

 Qty 1 Qty 2 Qty 3 Qty 4 Total 

Petrol 33 17 1 2 78 
Diesel 22 17 1 1 63 
Hybrid 3    3 

Electric 4    4 
     148 

 
Q6.1a [iv] Other Type of Vehicle 

• Bicycles/ebikes (4) 
 
Q6.1b [i] Do you rely on on-street parking for your vehicles? 

Yes 17 22% 
No 62 78% 

No Response 5 [6%] 
 
Q6.1c If yes, how many of your vehicles are typically parked on the street? 

 Qty 1 Qty 2 Qty 3 Total 

Number against qty of cars on street 12 3 1 21 
 
Q6.2 Electric Vehicles 
 
Q6.2a Are you considering getting an electric vehicle in the next 5 years? 

Yes 33 43% 
No 43 57% 

No Response 8 [10%] 
 
Q6.2b Would lack of an on-street charging stop you getting an electric vehicle? 

Yes 22 30% 
No 52 70% 

No Response 10 [12%] 
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Section 7 - Environment 
 
Section 7.1 - Environment - Tick Box Summary 
 
Q7.1 Countryside and landscape 

Q7.1 [i] 
How important is to you is the 
countryside/landscape around the 
Parish? 

"Very important" (76 out of 82, 93%) 
82 households responded (98%) 
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Section 7.2 - Environment - Detailed Breakdown 
 
Q7.1 Countryside and landscape 
 
Q7.1 [i] How important is to you is the countryside/landscape around the Parish? 

Very important 76 93% 
Important 6 7% 

Fairly Important   
Not important   
No Response 2 [2%] 
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Section 8 - History and Ecology 
 
Section 8.1 - History and Ecology - Tick Box Summary 
 
Q8.1 History 

Q8.1 [i] 
How do you feel about our historical 
past being preserved? 

"Very important" (63 out of 82, 77%) 
82 households responded (98%) 

 
Q8.2 Wildlife 

Q8.2 [i] 
How do you feel about our wildlife 
being preserved? 

"Very important" (77 out of 83, 93%) 
83 households responded (99%) 

 
Q8.3 History and Ecology Ideas 

Q8.3 [i] 
Website (Historical and ecological 
information) 

"Yes" (63 out of 77, 82%) 
77 households responded (92%) 

Q8.3 [ii] Information signs at points of interest "Yes" (56 out of 78, 72%) 
78 households responded (93%) 

Q8.3 [iii] History display boards "Yes" (47 out of 77, 61%) 
77 households responded (92%) 

Q8.3 [iv] Open History days and Ecology days "Yes" (40 out of 75, 53%) 
75 households responded (89%) 

Q8.3 [v] Walking guides – what to see where "Yes" (67 out of 79, 85%) 
79 households responded (94%) 

Q8.3 [vi] Guided tours for history/ecology "Yes" (38 out of 74, 51%) 
74 households responded (88%) 

Q8.3 [vii] Living memories website (for people 
inside and outside the parish) 

"Yes" (43 out of 76, 57%) 
76 households responded (90%) 
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Section 8.2 - History and Ecology - Detailed Breakdown 
 
Q8.1 History 
 
Q8.1 [i] How do you feel about our historical past being preserved? 

Very important 63 77% 
Important 11 13% 

Fairly Important 8 10% 
Not important   
No Response 2 [2%] 

 
Q8.2 Wildlife 
 
Q8.2 [i] How do you feel about our wildlife being preserved? 

Very important 77 93% 
Important 4 5% 

Fairly Important 2 2% 
Not important   
No Response 1 [1%] 

 
Q8.3 History and Ecology Ideas 
 
Q8.3 [i] Website (Historical and ecological information) 

Yes 63 82% 
No 1 1% 

No Opinion 13 17% 
No Response 7 [8%] 

 
Q8.3 [ii] Information signs at points of interest 

Yes 56 72% 
No 12 15% 

No Opinion 10 13% 
No Response 6 [7%] 

 
Q8.3 [iii] History display boards 

Yes 47 61% 
No 13 17% 

No Opinion 17 22% 
No Response 7 [8%] 

 
Q8.3 [iv] Open History days and Ecology days 

Yes 40 53% 
No 7 9% 

No Opinion 28 37% 
No Response 9 [11%] 
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Q8.3 [v] Walking guides – what to see where 
Yes 67 85% 
No 3 4% 

No Opinion 9 11% 
No Response 5 [6%] 

 
Q8.3 [vi] Guided tours for history/ecology 

Yes 38 51% 
No 10 14% 

No Opinion 26 35% 
No Response 10 [12%] 

 
Q8.3 [vii] Living memories website (for people inside and outside the parish) 

Yes 43 57% 
No 6 8% 

No Opinion 27 36% 
No Response 8 [10%] 



A s t o n  A b b o t t s  2 0 2 2  N e i g h b o u r h o o d  Q u e s t i o n n a i r e  P r e l i m  R e s u l t  
 

 P a g e   3 2  I s s u e  1 . 2  

Section 9 - Other 
 
Section 9.1 - Other - Tick Box Summary 
 
Q9.1 If we were to encourage alternative energy, which would you support? 

Q9.1a Wind power "Agree" (53 out of 80, 66%) 
80 households responded (95%) 

Q9.1b Solar power "Agree" (70 out of 80, 88%) 
80 households responded (95%) 

 
Q9.3 Willing to Help? 

Q9.3 [i] 
Would you like to help in developing 
the Neighbourhood Plan? 

"No" (64 out of 81, 79%) 
81 households responded (96%) 

 
Q9.4 Optional Contact Details 

Q9.4 [i] Contact Details Provided? "No" (47 out of 83, 57%) 
83 households responded (99%) 
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Section 9.2 - Other - Detailed Breakdown 
 
Q9.1 If we were to encourage alternative energy, which would you support? 
 
Q9.1a Wind power 

Agree 53 66% 
Disagree 17 21% 

No opinion 10 13% 
No Response 4 [5%] 

 
Q9.1b Solar power 

Agree 70 88% 
Disagree 5 6% 

No opinion 5 6% 
No Response 4 [5%] 

 
Q9.2 Anything Else? 
 
Q9.3 Willing to Help? 
 
Q9.3 [i] Would you like to help in developing the Neighbourhood Plan? 

Yes 17 21% 
No 64 79% 

No Response 3 [4%] 
 
Q9.4 Optional Contact Details 
 
Q9.4 [i] Contact Details Provided? 

Yes 36 43% 
No 47 57% 

No Response 1 [1%] 
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Appendix A - Questionnaire 
 

This appendix provides, for information and reference, the questionnaire that was circulated to residents 
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THE PARISH OF ASTON ABBOTTS  
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN QUESTIONNAIRE 

Dear Resident, 

This questionnaire is your opportunity to influence how Aston Abbotts will develop over the coming 
years. 

The Localism Act has given communities the power to shape their future by putting local plans at the 
heart of the planning system.  Under the Act, parish councils and local people can make decisions about 
future development, its design and location.  Aston Abbotts Parish Council has made the decision to 
embrace these powers and to prepare what is known as a Neighbourhood Plan to encompasses the 
whole Parish. 

The main focus of any development is usually the visual aspect – especially in the case of new housing. 
Important though housing development is, our plan will also include policies that incorporate our 
aspirations for the future concerning issues such as green spaces, heritage assets, community facilities, 
the environment and economic activity – all things that directly impact our community. 

The Plan, once adopted, will be a powerful document.  It will enable us to make decisions for our future 
rather than having others decide it for us.  It will be legally binding and, as such, must be consulted by 
Buckinghamshire Council and other authorities when determining future planning applications within 
the Parish. 

Why it’s important for everyone to have their say? 

Whilst there may not be immediate pressure in the Parish of Aston Abbotts to build additional houses, 
we know we may have to take some development to meet district and national targets in the future.  
We therefore need to ask ourselves:  

• Do we want to be involved in deciding how large such developments should be and where they 
should be located?  

• When new developments do occur, do we want to influence their design? 

If we don’t develop a Neighbourhood Plan, others will make the decisions for us. 

So please get involved now and take the time to complete this questionnaire 

This questionnaire is an important start to the process.  It will be used to understand community opinion 
and will ensure that the Neighbourhood Plan will reflect of the consensus views of the residents of our 
Parish. 

 
You can post the completed questionnaire though the letter box of either of these locations: 
 20 The Green 
 10 Wingrave Road 

Or, if you wish, you can hand it to any Parish Councillor: 
Heather Langdon 
Marissa Abel Smith 
Trevor Hall

Jane Baylis 
Richard Lakin 

Jane Plested 
Sally Palmer

Aston Abbotts Parish Council 
April 2022 

Please complete this questionnaire and return it in the envelope it came in by Saturday 7th May 
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Please complete one questionnaire on behalf of each household (in this context, the term “you” refers 
collectively to all members of the household).  If there is more than one household in the property, or 
there are differing views within the household, please contact the clerk of the Parish Council for 
additional copies (clerk@astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk). 
You may remain anonymous but, at the end of the questionnaire, you can provide your name if you so 
wish. 
Please note that all answers to the questionnaire will be treated as confidential and will be solely for 
the purposes of developing the Neighbourhood Plan.  All information and data received will be 
managed in line with good practice set out in the Data Protection Act 2018.  Also note that comments 
may be selected for anonymous inclusion in the final Neighbourhood Plan. 

1. Household Details and Overall Feelings About Living in Aston Abbotts 

1.1 Number of members within the household 
Please enter the number of adults and school-age children below 

1.1a Number of adults in household?   

1.1b Number of school-age children in the household?  

 

1.2 What is the gender and ages of all members of the household? 
Please tick both the Gender and Age Range for each person 

 Gender Age Range 

Male Female 
Prefer not 

to say 
Under 

12 12-17 18-29 30-49 50-64 65-75 76+ 
Person 1           
Person 2           
Person 3           
Person 4           
Person 5           
If more than five persons, please list others below: 
 
 
 
 

1.3 What is the work/education situation for all members of the household? 
Please tick for each person 

 

Employed 
Self 

Employed Retired Unemployed 
In full-time 
education 

Other (Please describe) 
e.g., Looking after home/family, 

full-time carer, etc 
Person 1       

Person 2       

Person 3       

Person 4       

Person 5       
If more than five persons, please list others below: 
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1.4 What is the housing status for the property? 
Please tick 

Owned with a mortgage   
Owned outright   Rented from private landlord  

Housing association  Social housing   

Other (Please describe)  
 

 

1.5 How long have you lived in Aston Abbotts?   

 

1.6 How do you feel about living in Aston Abbotts? 
Please tick and please add any other factors which affect how you feel about the place 

 Strongly 
agree Agree 

Neither agree 
nor disagree Disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

Has a nice environment      
Is clean & tidy      
Is quiet/peaceful      
Has strong sense of community      
Has good facilities      
Has good public transport      
Is convenient for commuting      
Is convenient for cultural activities      
Is good for social activities      
Is in good school catchment area      
Please add others factors you think 
important:      

         
      
      

 

2. HOUSING 
There are currently approximately 185 dwellings within the Parish. 

It is inevitable that additional housing will have to be built over the next 20 years.  It is important 
that we understand your views in relation to increased housing in Aston Abbotts. 

 

2.1 Do you agree that, over the next 20 years, there will be a need for more housing?  
Please tick 

Strongly 
agree Agree 

Neither agree 
nor disagree Disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

Not sure or 
don’t know 

      
 

2.2 When new homes have to be built, how many homes do you think would be appropriate? 
Please tick 

Less than 10 10-20 21-30 31-50 Over 50 
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2.3 When new homes have to be built, which type do you think would be most suitable?  
Please tick – you can tick more than one row. 

Please note: If you are not in favour of any new housing, please do not tick all types as “strongly opposed to” 
The building of new homes will be inevitable within the next 20 years so it is therefore important to identify 
the types of property that are the least disagreeable. 

 Strongly 
in favour In favour Don’t mind Opposed to 

Strongly 
opposed to 

Affordable homes      
Housing association homes      
Retirement/sheltered homes      
Bungalows      
Small homes (1 bed)      
Medium size homes (2-3 beds)       
Larger homes (4+ beds)       
Flats      
Please add others you think 
should be considered or opposed:      

         
      
 

2.4 When new homes are built, do you agree that they must be built sustainably?  
Please tick 

Note: Sustainable building requires the use of renewable and recyclable materials when building new homes, 
as well as reducing energy consumption and waste. It must also ensure the building remains resource-efficient 
throughout its lifecycle. This is likely to incur higher initial costs which may affect the affordability of the 
housing. 

Strongly 
agree Agree 

Neither agree 
nor disagree Disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

Not sure or 
don’t know 

      
 

2.5 When new homes are built, where do you think they should be located? 
You must tick one to show your preference (refer to maps in Figures 1 and 2 and the notes below) 

Notes: 
1)  “Within the village” means use of any available land close to the centre of the village.  Such land is likely 

to be adjacent to existing properties. 
2) “Greenfield site” means the use of farmland or other undeveloped land within the parish.  The investment 

required to build on such sites (e.g., providing services etc) is likely to result in larger scale developments. 

Only within 
the village  

Only greenfield 
sites  

Both within the 
village and 
greenfield sites 

 
Other 
(please 
state) 

  

Please add any comments you think would help in identifying suitable locations for future housing 
(you can also add notes on the maps in Figures 1 and/or 2): 
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3. ECONOMY 
Neighbourhood Planning creates the chance for the community to influence the local economic pattern 
by working with the Local Authority to look at how development can provide local jobs.  Most of our 
residents have to travel out of the community to their work, thus increasing traffic and travelling cost for 
working people.  

 

3.1 For members of the household that are employed, where do they work?   
Please tick or state in “Other” 
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Other (please state) 
Person 1        

Person 2        
If more than two persons are in employment, please list others here: 
 
 
 
 

3.2 Do any members of the household run a business from home?  
Please tick and, if Yes, please answer the following question Yes  No  

3.2a Please state the nature of the business(es) (if more than one then just answer for the two 
largest businesses).  Please tick 
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Other (please state) 
Business 1           
Business 2           

 

3.3 Do any members of the household own/rent business premises in the 
parish? Please tick and, if Yes, please answer the following two questions Yes  No  

3.3a Do they see the business(es) staying in the parish for the next 10 
years?  Please tick and, if No, please explain why: Yes  No  
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3.3b Please state the nature of the business(es) (if more than one then just answer for the two 
largest businesses).  Please tick 
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Other (please state) 
Business 1           
Business 2           

 

3.4 Would you be in favour of the development of more Business Units within the Parish? 
Please tick 

Strongly 
agree Agree 

Neither agree 
nor disagree Disagree 

Strongly 
disagree 

Not sure or 
don’t know 

      
 

3.5 Please add other suggestions for improving our economy.  If a business is being run from 
home, or member of the household owns/rents a business in the parish, please provide any 
suggestions that could assist the success of the business(es):  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

4. COMMUNICATION 
This Section covers communication of important news and information, including social information. 
 

4.1 Community news and information - how important is it to you? 
Please tick 

Very important Important Fairly Important Not important 

    
 

4.2 How easy is it to find community news and information for Aston Abbotts? 
Please tick 

Very Easy Easy Difficult Very difficult 
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4.3 As sources of community news and information, how would you rate the following? 
Please tick and add and others you think important 

 Very 
Good Good OK Poor Very 

Poor 
Don’t use 

it 

Was not 
aware it 
existed 

Parish noticeboards        
Parish Council website (see notes*)        
Aston Abbotts website (see notes*)        
Aston Abbotts Chronicle        
Aston Abbotts Email Post Box (see notes*)        
Local county newspapers        
BBC Three Counties Radio        
Facebook (see notes*)        
Twitter (see notes*)        
Please add others you think important:        

        

        

*Notes:  Parish Council website address: astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk 
  Aston Abbotts website address: www.aston-abbotts.co.uk 
 To sign up to the AA Postbox please see: www.aston-abbotts.co.uk/postbox.htm 
  Facebook Aston Abbotts Community:  www.facebook.com/groups/astonabbotts 
  Twitter #astonabbotts: twitter.com/hashtag/AstonAbbotts?src=hashtag_click&f=live 

 

4.4 If you don’t think you’re getting sufficient local news or information, please provide 
suggestions/ideas that you think will help: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. INFRASTRUCTURE 
This section covers the following topics: 

• Internet Connectivity 
• Facilities 
• Education Services 
• Recreation, Footpaths and Bridleways  
• Allotments 

Internet Connectivity 

5.1 Do you have a broadband internet connection within the household? 
Please tick Yes  No  
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Facilities 

5.2 Which of the following facilities do you use and how often do you use them? 
Please tick 

Note: Education Services are covered in Questions 5.4 and 5.5, and Allotments in Question 5.09 
 Daily Weekly Monthly Rarely Never 
Village Hall      
Recreation Ground      
Children’s Play Area      
Church      
The Orchard      
Please add others you think important:  
      
      
      
 

5.3 Which of the following do you think will need to be developed in the Parish? 
Please tick and add and others you think important 

Notes: 
1) Education Services as covered in Questions 5.4 and 5.5 
2) The term “Local” below does not imply the facility is within the village.  Local facilities could include 

facilities that are within an acceptable distance (by your preferred method of transport, i.e., walking, 
bicycle, car etc) 

 We don’t need 
any more of this 
even with new 

housing 

We have enough 
now but will need 

more if new 
housing is built 

We need more of 
this without any 

new housing Don’t know 
Local shops     
Leisure facilities     
Parks/play area     
Parking spaces     
Road capacity     
Bus services     
Please add other Community 
Facilities you think important: 

 

     
     
     
     
If you would like to see more action to develop facilities within the parish, please provide 
suggestions/ideas that you think will help: 
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Educational Services 

5.4 Nurseries and Preschool 
If there are children in your household that attend nursery or preschool, please provide details below 

5.4 Please list below the nursery/preschool that the child(ren) attend: 

 
 
 
 

 

5.5 Schools 
If there are school-age children in your household, please answer the following two questions 

5.5a Please list below the school(s) that the child(ren) attend: 

 
 
 
 

5.5b Were the school(s) the preferred choice for the child(ren)?  Please tick Yes  No  
If not, and it was an issue related to catchment area, what was the preferred school(s): 
 
 
 

 

Recreation, Footpaths and Bridleways  

5.6 How do you rate the play and recreational facilities for the village? 
Please tick 

Very Good Good Adequate Poor Very Poor 

     
If you would like to see more action to improve the play and recreational facilities, please provide 
suggestions/ideas that you think will help: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5.7 How often do you use the footpaths?  Please tick 
All public footpaths are identified on the map in Figure 1 

Often in 
summer 

Often in 
winter 

Sometimes in 
summer 

Sometimes in 
winter Rarely Never 

      
If so, which one(s) do you use the most and why? 
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5.8 How often do you use the bridleways?  Please tick 
The two bridleways are identified on the map in Figure 1 

Often in 
summer 

Often in 
winter 

Sometimes in 
summer 

Sometimes in 
winter Rarely Never 

      
If so, which one(s) do you use frequently and why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Allotments 

5.09 Allotments 
Please tick 

5.09a Do any of the members of the household rent or share an allotment? Yes  No  

5.09b If they don’t rent or share an allotment, would they like to? Yes  No  
 

6. PRIVATE TRANSPORT 

6.1 Private Vehicles 

6.1a How many vehicles are there for the household?   
Please enter number against each type of vehicle – leave blank if none 
 No of Vehicles 

 

Petrol  
Diesel  
Hybrid  
Electric  
Other (Please state): 
  

6.1b Do you rely on on-street parking for your vehicles?  Please tick Yes  No  

6.1c If you have answered Yes to the previous question, how many 
of your vehicles are typically parked on the street?  

 

6.2 Electric Vehicles 

6.2a If you do not currently own an electric vehicle, are you considering 
getting one in the next 5 years?  Please tick Yes  No  

6.2b Would the lack of an on-street charging point prohibit you from 
getting an electric vehicle?  Please tick Yes  No  
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7. ENVIRONMENT 

7.1 How important is to you, and how highly do you value, the countryside and landscape 
around the Parish?  Please tick 

Very Important Important Fairly Important Not important 

    
Please place an arrow on the maps in Figures 1 or 2 showing your favourite views from a public 
viewpoint.  Please elaborate below if you wish: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7.2 Which Green Spaces are important to you 

Note: Green space is land, not necessarily provided for formal recreation or public amenity, which makes a 
positive visual and environmental contribution to the Parish. 
Are there any Green Spaces within the Parish are important to you?'  If so, please describe them 
and/or mark them on the maps in Figures 1 or 2. 
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8. HISTORY & ECOLOGY 
History    
Our historic environment includes buildings and features such as walls etc.  Our parish has shown a keen 
interest in it historical roots.   At the turn of the millennium, a very active History Group produced a 
widely praised book “Aston Abbotts 1000-2000, A Village History” and the Aston Abbotts Chronical 
frequently publishes historical articles.  Our close links with the Czech Republic and Slovakia culminating 
in the recent unveiling of the History Board on The Green is a testament to the desire of many to ensure 
that the history of the parish is well preserved. 
Wildlife     
Our parish is teeming with lots of wildlife.  Part of our plan can also include the preservation and 
protection of specific areas where rare and not so rare wildlife is accessible to all.  This will benefit the 
parish on a local scale and also encourage visitors. 
 

8.1 How do you feel about our historical past being preserved for future generations?  
Please tick 

Very important Important Fairly important Not important 

    
Are there any important historic features or buildings you wish to see protected?'  If so, please 
describe them and mark them on the maps in Figures 1 or 2 if you wish. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8.2 How do you feel about our wildlife being preserved for future generations? 
Please tick 

Very important Important Fairly important Not important 
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8.3 Do you think that these are a good idea? 
Please tick 

 Yes No No opinion 
Website (Historical and ecological information)    
Information signs at points of interest    
History display boards    
Open History days and Ecology days    
Walking guides – what to see where    
Guided tours for history/ecology    
Living memories website (for people inside and outside the parish)    
If you would like to see more action to support our historical heritage, ecology, and local wildlife, 
please provide suggestions/ideas that you think will help:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

9. OTHER 

9.1 If we were to encourage alternative energy, which would you support? 
Please tick 

 Agree Disagree No opinion 
Wind power    
Solar power    
If you would like to see more action to encourage alternative energy, please provide 
suggestions/ideas that you think will help:  
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9.2 Please write in anything else you can think of that has not been covered within this 
questionnaire and that you think should be included in the Neighbourhood Plan: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

9.3 Would anybody in the household like to help in developing the 
Neighbourhood Plan?  Please tick Yes  No  

We will be looking for people who have an interest in planning the future of the Parish and we would 
welcome help with various aspects of producing the neighbourhood plan including communications 
and publicity, project management, IT skills, organisational skills, and general help such as delivering 
leaflets etc.  If you would like to help, then please contact the Parish Council Clerk at 
clerk@astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk with information on areas of interest and any specific expertise. 

Thank you for taking the time to complete this Questionnaire 
 
 

Contact Details - OPTIONAL 
All responses will remain anonymous unless you wish to provide your contact details.  These details 
shall only be made available to the Parish Council and to those persons developing the 
Neighbourhood Plan and will enable them to contact you to discuss any specific details or concerns. 
Name: 
Address: 
 
 
 
Email address: 
Telephone: 
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Figure 1 – Aston Abbotts Parish Boundary 
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 Figure 2 – Aston Abbotts village and surrounds  


