Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan

Consultation Statement

T . .
Neighbourhood

)
% Plan ¢

Consultation Statement

Reference: 0199-CON

Submission Stage (Issue 1)

October 2024

This document has been produced by the Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group acting on behalf of the Aston Abbotts Parish Council

Submission Stage (Issue 1)

0199-CON



Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Consultation Statement

Contents

LTS <1 01 4 01 2 4 -1 VPP PP 1
2. Parish Council Meetings and Timeline.............cccoooiiiiiiii i 3
3. Methods of COMMUNICAtION ........oouiiiiiiiiii e e 5
4. Overview of Activities Prior to Regulation 14 Consultation...............ccccccceei i, 6
4.1. BackgroUN ... ——————————————— 6
4.2. Village Meeting 14" September 2021 ............cccooivveiirieeeeeiciceeee ettt e ere e 6
4.3. Parish-wide Survey April 2022 .................oooiiiiiiiii e s s 6
4.4. Formation of the Steering Group ..., 7
4.5. Annual Parish Meeting April2023 ..., 7
4.6. Village Fete JULy 2023 ...ttt e e e s e e st ree e e e e e e e sannaeeeeeeeeennnnes 7
4.7. Showcase Event 7" December 2023 ...............ccocoiiieinieinieenieenieeneese e 7
4.8. Annual Parish Meeting April2024 .................oooo i 7
5. Regulation 14 Consultation ProCess ..........ccocceiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 8
5.1. Preparation ... —————————————————— 8
5.2. NOTITICAtION ... e 8
5.3. Neighbourhood Plan Guide and SUMMaAIY .............cccci i 8
5.4. Drop INn SessionNs JULY 2024 ..o e e e e s aee s 8
5.5. ON COMPLETION. ... et e e e e s s s sbbb e e e e e e s s ssabrbaeeeessnnas 8
6. Regulation 14 Consultation Comments and ResSponse ............ccccccooccviiiiiiiecccciiieeee e 9
6.1. Residents’ FEedback ..o 9
6.2. Buckinghamshire Council COmMmENtS..........ccccooooiiiiiiiii e 11
6.3. Statutory Consultees SUDMISSIONS............cccviiiiiiiiiiiiii e 16
7. 2022 PariSh-WIide SUINVEY .........ccuuiiiiiiiiiiiiitiee ettt arre e e e s s s sabbeee e e e s s ssaabtaaeeas 18
7.1. DEMOBIAPRICS ... e s st e s e e e s ereeeesnee 18
7.2. TOP-LeVel SUMMANY ... ————- 19
Appendix A. Village Meeting 14" September 20271 ...........ccccooveveeiiiieeceeeceeee e 22
A 1. Email Postbox—Calling NOTICEe .........oooviiiiiiiiiii e 23
A.2. EmailPostbox-Meeting NOES ........ccooiiiiiiiiiii e 24
A3, MeetiNGINOES ... ..o s 25
Appendix B. Communication for Parish-wide Survey.............ccccoccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e, 26
B.1. Extractfrom April 2022 ChroniCle.........c.ccuviiiiiiiiicceee e e e 27
B.2. Email Postbox re Questionnaire 13th April2022.................cccoiriiiii e, 31

Appendix C. Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 2022 ...32
C.1. EmailPostbox—Calling NoOtiCe ............c.cooiiiiii e 33

Submission Stage (Issue 1) ii 0199-CON



Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Consultation Statement

{02 - V- (- 1 T« F- PP PUPTPPP 34
C.3. ExtractfromJune 2022 ChroniCle...........cccceoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 35
Appendix D. Formation of the Steering Group ............ccccoovvviiiiiiiiiine e 38
D.1. Email Postbox notice concerning Steering Group ............cccccvvveeeeeeiicciiieeee e 39
D.2. Email Postbox - Calling Notice for Inaugural Meeting. ...............ccccoooviiiiinniciineen, 40
D.3. Extractfrom December 2022 Chronicle .............ccocoeiiiiiiiiiiiiciicee e 41
Appendix E. Annual Parish Meeting 2023...............cooooiiiiiiiiiiiii e e 44
[0 TR ¥ (-1 o T« F PP PP PPPPTRINt 45
E.2. POSTEN ... e e s e e s e e 46
E.3.  SPEAKEI’S NOTES......ccoeeeeeeeeee e e e e e ree e e e e s e e tbra e e e e e e e esarrraeeeaeeeas 47
Appendix F.  Village Fete 2023...............oiiiiiiiieee e eeccrree et e e e s e e s srrere e e e e s e saartaeeeeeeean 48
F.1. RoUler Banner DiSPlay ..........ooociiiiiiiiiiiiec ettt srrr e e e s s e s sabteaee e e e e snaanes 49
Appendix G. Showcase Event 7" December 2023 ...............cccooevveveiieieeeeneeeeeeeere e 50
G.1. Extractfrom December 2023 Chronicle ............c..ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 51
G.2. EmailPostbox - Calling NOtIiCe .............ouviiiiiii e e 55
G.3.  FacebOOK POSL.........c.ooiii e e 57
G.4. Display Panel.............oiiiiee e e e s e e e e e e rartaraees 58
G.5. Photographs of Display Panelin Village Hall...............cccciiiiiiiiiiireeee e, 59
Appendix H. Annual Parish Meeting September2024 ...................cooiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e, 60
H. 1. SPEAKEI’ S NOTES.....ccc et e e e e e e e e e s et e e e e e e e e ssasrraeeeaeeenas 61
Appendixl. Parish CouncilWebsite ..............cccuriiiiiiiiii e 62
1.1. Homepage for the Neighbourhood Plan ................ccccceiiii e 63
1.2. N Xt S P S PAZE ..ot e e s e s e e e e e e et b et e e e e e s abaraeeeeeeanaanee 65
1.3. Pre-Submission Public Consultation page............ccccccoviviiiiiiiiiiiinieeee e 67
1.4. FeedbaCKk FOIrM .........oooiii ettt e s s e s eree e e 69
I.5. Plan and Design GUIAE PAZE .........covviiiiiiiiiiiii ettt e e e arrer e e e e e e e e araae e e e e e e 72
1.6. Consultation Statement PAge ...........oooviiiiiiici e 73
1.7. EVIidence REPOItS PAZE ......coooiuiiiiiiiie ittt ee e e e st e e e s s e st rae e e e e s ennaanes 74
AppendixJ. Regulation 14 Consultation Notification to Residents ................ccccccoennnnnen. 77
J.1. Extract from July 2024 ChroniCle ..........cc.uuviiiiiiiiiiiie ettt e e 78
J.2. Y T e —————————————————————————————————————.aaaaaaaes 80
J.3. EMail POStbOX NOLICE.........oooeiiiii e 82
J.4. FaCebOOK POST..........oooiiiii e 83
Appendix K. Regulation 14 Consultation Notification to Statutory Consultees................. 84
K.1. Email Template used for Notifying Statutory Consultees.............ccoovviviiiiiinnniiinnenn.n. 85

Submission Stage (Issue 1) iii 0199-CON



Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Consultation Statement

AppendixL. Neighbourhood Plan Guide and Summary............cccccoivviiiiiiiiiieeen e, 86
L.1. POSTBOX EMaIL......coooiiiiiiiiiii e 87
L.2. BOOKLEt CONTENT ...ttt e et e e s st e e e s sreeeesanee 88
Appendix M. Regulation 14 Consultation - Drop-in Sessions............ccccccceeeeiiiiiciiieeee e, 91
[ O T B T o] F= YA = e - USSR 92
M.2. Email Postbox Notice of First Drop-In Session...........ccccccooviiiiiii e 93
M.3. Facebook Postfor First Drop-In Session ..........cccooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 93
M.4. Email Postbox Notice of Second Drop-In Session...........coccuviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiniieeeen 94
M.5. Facebook Post for Second Drop-In Session .........ccccooovvvviiiiiiiiiiiicieeeee, 95
M.6. Attendance Record for First Drop-In Session........ccccccovvvvviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiie, 96
M.7. Attendance Record for Second Drop-In Session ............ccocccvviiieeiiiiiiiieeec e, 97
M.8.  PROTOZIAPRS ... e e e s e e s e e e e e e e e abrraeeeeeeaas 98
Appendix N. Notification of the Outcome of Regulation 14 Consultation ..................... 100
N.1. Extract from October 2024 Chronicle ............c.ccoooiiiiiiiiiiii e 101
Appendix O. Regulation 14 Comments Requiring Minor or No Change.......................... 104
0.1.  Residents’ COMMENTS .........c.cceiiiiiiiiiei e st 105
0.2. Buckinghamshire Council COmMmMENtS...........ccc..uvieiiiiiiiiiiiieec e 108
Appendix P. Regulation 14 Comments and Submissions..............ccccccceiiiiiniciien e, 111
P.1. Comments from Walshingham Planning .................ccooiiiiiiii e 112
P.2. Submission from HistoricEngland.................cccccorrriii 116
P.3. Submission from NaturalEngland...............cccccovrriiiiiii, 121
P.4. Submission from Network Rail ............coccoiiiiiiiiiii e 125
P.5. Submission from ThamesWater...............cccocconiiiniiiiiiinii e 129
P.6. Submission from Anglian Water .............coooiiiiiiiiiiee e 133
P.7. Submission from National Gas ...........cccccueiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 138
P.8. Submission from National Grid............ccccccooiiiiiiiiiiiii e 142
P.9. Submission from National Highways.............ccccccooviiiiii e, 145
Annex A Preliminary 2022 Survey ReSULLS............ccccceiiiiiiiiiiiicc e 147

Note: AnnexA includes the preliminary results of the 2022 survey, published in November
2022. It has been reproduced for reference in its original format.

Submission Stage (Issue 1) iv 0199-CON



Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Consultation Statement

List of Tables Detailing Response to Regulation 14 Consultation

Table 1 - Noteworthy Residents’ Comments and Reponses .............cccccceeeviiiieeeeeccccvineeeennn, 10
Table 2 - Noteworthy Buckinghamshire Council Comments and Responses........................ 12
Table 3 - Statutory Consultee Submissions and Responses.............ccccccceiviviiiiiee e ecccvieeeeen, 17
Table 4 - Residents’ Comments requiring minorornochange.............cccccccovvvciiieeee e, 105
Table 5 - Buckinghamshire Council comments requiring minor or no change .................... 108

Submission Stage (Issue 1) v 0199-CON



Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Consultation Statement

1. Summary

This document provides details of the consultation process adopted up to the publication of
the Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan (the Plan) for the submission stage for the Regulation 16
Consultation.

The development of the Plan was first discussed at a Parish Council meeting in September
2020. Key milestones and decisions made by the Parish Council over the past four years, which
have culminated in the publication of the Plan, are summarised in Section 2.

The primary channels used to keep the community informed about Neighbourhood Plan
activities are a local magazine called The Chronicle, an Email Postbox which is a local mailing
list, and a village Facebook page. Details about the communication methods are provided in
Section 3.

The main public events leading up to the Regulation 14 Consultation included:
e Village Meeting, 14" September 2021
e Parish-wide Survey, 11" April to 7" May 2022
e Annual Parish Meeting, 26™ April 2022
e Formation of the Steering Group, 21° November 2022
e Annual Parish Meeting, 26™ April 2023
e Display board at the Village Fete, 22" July 2023
e Showcase Event in the village hall, 7" December 2023
e Annual Parish Meeting, 30" April 2024

Details of these events are provided in Section 4.

The Draft Neighbourhood Plan was approved for Regulation 14 Consultation at an Extra-
Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 17th May 2024. The consultation period ran
from 1st July to 19th August 2024. All parish residents were notified of the consultation through
multiple channels, including a flyer delivered to every household, an announcement via the
Email Postbox, and a post on the Aston Abbotts Facebook page.

To further encourage participation, two drop-in sessions were held at the Village Hall. During
the consultation, 10 comments were submitted by residents — nine through the online feedback
form and one via letter from a resident's representative. Additionally, Buckinghamshire Council
submitted 25 comments, and statutory bodies provided eight responses.

Details of the Regulation 14 Consultation process can be found in Section 5. The feedback
received, along with the Parish Council's responses and subsequent changes to the Plan, are
outlined in Section 6.

It should be noted that the development of the Plan was primarily guided by the parish-wide
survey conducted in the second quarter of 2022. This survey was distributed to 181
households, of which 85 responded - nearly 50%. This strong response highlights the
community's enthusiasm and commitment to shaping the future development of Aston
Abbotts.

Submission Stage (Issue 1) 1 0199-CON
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The survey covered the following topics:

Housing

Economy
Communication
Infrastructure
Private Transport
Environment
History and Ecology

For more details on the questionnaire and the results, please refer to Section 7.
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2. Parish Council Meetings and Timeline

All minutes from Parish Council meetings are made available on the Aston Abbotts Parish
Council Website. The following summarises the discussions and decisions which instigated
and oversaw the programme to develop the Neighbourhood Plan.

1%* September 2020: A Unitary Councillor “raised concerns regarding the proposed new
planning deregulation consultations which could affect the VALP and Neighbourhood Plans”
and more information would be provided at the next meeting.

20" October 2020: During the Unitary Councillors’ Reports, the following was minuted: “The
Government new planning deregulation is now in effect and local councillors are urged to
attend training on this as soon as itis available. The implications are significant, as the
Government looks to relax the existing planning policies in favour of Forward Plans and
permitted development. Neighbourhood Plans do offer some protection from development
within the immediate locality, however Aston Abbotts does not have one.”

19" January 2021: As an agenda item, the following was minuted: “fA Councillor] suggested
that proposed changes to Planning Regulations may well impact on potential development in
and around the village. [A Unitary Councillor] advised the Parish Council to give this careful
consideration and research Parishes that have one prepared. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk
would speak with Parishes who have already completed a Plan to understand the level of work
involved, related expense and to establish what support and help may be available”

13th April 2021: It was agreed that the Neighbourhood Plan would be carried over for
consideration by the new council following the elections scheduled for 6" May 2021.

29" June 2021: It was resolved that the Parish Council would hold a village meeting after 19"
July, assuming Covid regulations were sufficiently lifted.

10" August 2021: It was agreed that a village meeting will be held 14™ September to brief the
community of the role and importance of the Neighbourhood Plan.

22" September 2021: As a result of good attendance and positive reception of a
Neighbourhood Plan at the meeting of 14" September, the Parish Council resolved to undertake
a survey within the village.

18" January 2022: The following was minuted: “Members agreed to form a steering group (the
Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group) of Clirs Baylis, Hall & Plested, in order to
getthis project fully underway. Additional members may be recruited to the group once the
village survey is complete & PC members may stand down. Cllr Hall will progress with the
survey and the Clerk will complete the grant application”.

8" March 2022: It was agreed that the survey should be circulated prior to the Annual Parish
Meeting held on the 26" April 2022. As a result, the survey ran from 11" April to 7" May 2022.

11" October 2022: The survey used a paper-based questionnaire, and the data entry of all 85
responses, along with the subsequent analysis, was conducted between May and September.
At the October meeting, the following was minuted “Cllr Hall is speaking with those who have
suggested they may volunteer [for the steering group], he will also publish the results of the
survey”

22" November 2022: It was reported that “5 residents and 2 councillors attended the initial
Steering Group meeting”

Submission Stage (Issue 1) 3 0199-CON
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10" January 2023: It was reported that “the Terms of Reference have been agreed, the next
Steering Group meeting will be a workshop to start to scope out the Plan.”

21° June 2023: It was reported that “the Design Code Document is in preparation. The
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group will have a presence at the village Fete.”

18" October 2023: The Parish Council were advised that “all green spaces and heritage sites
have been defined and the settlement boundary has been agreed. The next step will be to
present the plan to date at a public meeting.”

29" November 2023: |t was reported that “a Neighbourhood Plan Showcase is set for 7th
December in the Village Hall”

6" March 2024: |t was reported that “that the final drafting was with [our consultant]. The final
draft would then be circulated within the council for final comment before full consultation in
May.”

24" April 2024: It was agreed to hold an Extra-ordinary meeting on the 17" May for the PC to
give the plan it’s full approval and submit the Plan for Regulation 14 Consultation.

17*" May 2024 EGM: It was minuted that “Councillors unanimously RESOLVED to approve and
adopt the draft Neighbourhood Plan and the related Evidence Reports.” It was also agreed that
“the Parish Council would aim to begin the 6-week Consultation period during week
commencing 3rd June. The plan will be communicated to local consultees via a household flyer
& the Parish Council website which will include the response form.”

26" June 2024: Technical difficulties with constructing the online feedback form for the
consultation meant that the start of the consultation period was delayed. The Parish Council
were advised that the flyers announcing the consultation would be distributed over the
weekend of 29"/30™ June with the consultation starting on the Monday 1% July.

18" September 2024: |t was reported that “a total of 38 comments, and 8 submissions from
statutory consultees, were received during the Regulation 14 consultation period and the
Steering Group had agreed the required changes to the plan. [Cllr Hall] is proposing to meet
with Buckinghamshire Council to discuss the next steps. Cllr Hall proposed an EGM for 2nd
October for the PC to sign off the Neighbourhood Plan prior to submission to Buckinghamshire
Council for the Reg 16 Consultation process.”

2nd October 2024 EGM: The Neighbourhood Plan was approved & accepted by the Parish
Council and it was unanimously agreed that it be submitted to Buckinghamshire Council for
Regulation 16 Consultation.

Submission Stage (Issue 1) 4 0199-CON
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3. Methods of Communication

The two most widely used methods of communication for the community are the Chronicle
magazine, and the Aston Abbotts Postbox.

The Chronicle Magazine is highly valued by the community. It typically runs to 40 plus pages,
and unlike many other small parish newsletters, it is not dominated by advertising. Typically, it
is largely filled with articles from the residents which normally occupy around 75% of the
publication. The Chronicle is hand-delivered throughout the parish every month except for
August.

The Aston Abbotts Postbox is a local mailing list for people wanting to share information. Any
resident can submit a notice which is then sent to all registered subscribers. There are
approximately 200 subscribers.

There is also an Aston Abbotts Community Facebook Group which has about 570 members.

The Parish Council hosts an Annual Parish Meeting, usually scheduled for April or May. During
this meeting, the Parish Council, Unitary Councillors, Community Board, and various clubs and
associations within the parish provide updates and summaries of their activities over the past
year and share information about upcoming events.

The Neighbourhood Plan has been an agenda item on all Parish Council meetings. Notification
of all Parish Council meetings are provided using the Parish Council Notice Board, the Email
Postbox and the Parish Council Website.

During the development of the Neighbourhood Plan, the Email Postbox, Facebook and the
Chronicle were the main form of communication. At the point the Plan was published for pre-
submission consultation, all documents were placed on dedicated pages on the Parish Council
website and flyers were distributed to all households.

Submission Stage (Issue 1) 5 0199-CON
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4. Overview of Activities Prior to Regulation 14 Consultation

4.1. Background

Avillage plan was produced in 2014, the development of which was well supported by the
community. It was produced with guidance from Community Impact Bucks and the ACRE
Community Led Planning Toolkit.

The Aston Abbotts neighbourhood area was formally designated on 8" July 2015 although work
on developing the Neighbourhood Plan was not instigated until late 2021. The topic was first
raised at the Parish Council meeting of 1°* September 2020.

4.2. Village Meeting 14" September 2021

As aresult of further discussion at Parish Council meetings, it was agreed to hold an open
village meeting in September 2021 at which a briefing was provided to explain the role and
importance of a Neighbourhood Plan. Details of this meeting are provided in Appendix A.

Following positive feedback from the meeting, it was resolved to undertake a detailed survey of
all residents within the Parish.

4.3. Parish-wide Survey April 2022

The content of the questionnaire for the parish-wide survey was developed over the last quarter
of 2021 and the first quarter of 2022. The community were informed of the survey using the
Email Postbox and the Chronicle in Aprill 2022 as shown in Appendix B.

The questionnaire was distributed by hand to households within the parish. The information on
the outside of the envelope containing the questionnaire was as shown in the figure below:

IMPORTANT

ASTON ABBOTTS PARISH COUNCIL
NEIGHBOUHOOD PLAN QUESTIONNAIRE

Enclosed is the Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire and the
Parish Council encourages you to complete it

This is your opportunity to influence the future of Aston Abbotts

Please complete this questionnaire hylSaturday 7th May and return it in this envelope I

You can post the completed questionnaire though the letter box of either of these locations:
20 The Green
10 Wingrave Road

Or, if you wish, you can hand it to any Parish Councillor:
Heather Langdon Jane Baylis Jane Plested
Marissa Abel Smith Richard Lakin Sally Palmer
Trevor Hall

Shortly after the questionnaire was distributed, the Annual Parish Meeting was held on 26" April
at which a further presentation on the Neighbourhood Plan was provided. The response to the
survey was discussed at a Parish Council Meeting on 10" May. Information related to these
meetings is provided in Appendix C.

For more details on the questionnaire and the results, please refer to Section 7.
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4.4. Formation of the Steering Group

A Steering Group was intended to be formed shortly after receiving all responses to the
questionnaire. However, due to the paper-based format of the questionnaire and the high
response rate of nearly 50% of households, collating the results into a presentable and
meaningful format took several months. It was not until November 2022 that the results were
fully captured, at which point it was deemed the right time to form the group.

The first meeting of the Steering Group was held on 21°* November 2022. Notices related to the
formation of the Steering Group are provided in Appendix D.

4.5. Annual Parish Meeting April 2023

The Chair of the Steering Group provided an update at the Annual Parish Meeting on 26" April
2022 at which the focus was on the vision for the plan and overview of the topics and
aspirations.

Details of the information covered in the presentation are provided in Appendix E.

4.6. Village Fete July 2023

An annualvillage fete is held on the village green at the end of July. This is a well-attended event
attracting people throughout the parish and surrounding areas. Refreshments are provided in
the village hall. Aroller banner display was placed adjacent to the entrance of the hall.

The content of the display is shown in Appendix F.

4.7. Showcase Event 7" December 2023

A showcase event was organized for 7" December 2023 in the village hall. The community was
informed about this event through an article in the December issue of the Chronicle, which
detailed the progress of the Plan’s development. Notices were also posted on Facebook and
the Email Postbox.

A large display panel featuring five A3 posters and three A2 posters was assembled for the
event. The event was scheduled for a Thursday to coincide with the weekly coffee group held
on Thursday mornings. The display panel was available for coffee group attendees to view, and
the main showcase event took place in the evening.

Allinformation related to the showcase event can be found in Appendix G.

Approximately 25 residents attended the coffee group, and a similar number attended the
evening showcase event.

4.8. Annual Parish Meeting April 2024

At the time of the 2024 Annual Parish Meeting, which was held on 30™ April, the pre-submission
draft of the plan was nearing completion. As part of the Neighbourhood Plan update, emphasis
was placed on the importance of the forthcoming public consultation with a call for all to
participate in the public consultations and referendum.

The speaker’s notes for the meeting are provided in Appendix H

Submission Stage (Issue 1) 7 0199-CON
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5. Regulation 14 Consultation Process

5.1. Preparation

The Draft Neighbourhood Plan was approved for Regulation 14 Consultation at an Extra-
Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 17th May 2024. Following this approval, the
Plan, along with all associated documents, was made available on dedicated pages of the
Aston Abbotts Parish Council website. These pages included detailed information about the
Regulation 14 Consultation process and an online feedback form to gather responses. In
addition, hard copies of the documents were placed in the Village Hall and the Church, for
residents to access.

The content of the web pages is shown in Appendix I.

5.2. Notification

The consultation period ran from 1st July to 19th August 2024. All parish residents were notified
of the consultation through multiple channels, including a flyer delivered to every household,
an article in The Chronicle, an announcement via the Email Postbox, and a post on the Aston
Abbotts Facebook page. These notices are shown in Appendix J.

Statutory Consultees were notified using the email template shown in Appendix K. The list of
Statutory Consultees can be found in Section 6.3.

5.3. Neighbourhood Plan Guide and Summary

To ensure the community was well-informed, an eight-page Guide and Summary booklet was
produced, designed to serve as a clear and concise introduction to the Neighbourhood Plan.
This booklet provided an overview of the Plan's purpose and highlighted its key elements. It was
distributed through the village Email Postbox and made available on the Neighbourhood Plan
website for easy access. A copy of the notice introducing the booklet, along with the booklet
itself, can be found in Appendix L.

5.4. DropIn SessionsJuly 2024

To further encourage engagement, two drop-in sessions were organized at the Village Hall. The
first took place on Sunday, 14th July, from 15:30 to 16:30, but attendance was very low, with
only three residents present due to competing events, including the Wimbledon Men's Final
and the build-up to the UEFA Euros Final between England and Spain.

The second session, held on Thursday, 25th July, from 19:30 to 20:30, saw a notably higher
turnout, with 19 residents in attendance. The atmosphere was positive, with attendees
expressing strong support for the Plan. The Steering Group received widespread appreciation
for their efforts, with many praising the extensive work that had gone into developing the Plan.

Details of the display boards and photographs are included in Appendix M.

5.5. Oncompletion

On completion of the Regulation 14 Consultation, the community were provided with an update
on the response to the consultation and informed that the Plan would soon be submitted for
Regulation 16 consultation.

An extract of The Chronicle, showing the article, is provided in Appendix N.
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6. Regulation 14 Consultation Comments and Response

During the consultation period, a total of 10 comments were submitted by residents, nine of
these were submitted via the online feedback form, and one was received by letter from a
resident's representative. Additionally, Buckinghamshire Council provided 25 comments, and
eight responses were submitted by statutory bodies.

The feedback received, along with the responses and any necessary amendments, are
summarised in the following sections.

6.1. Residents’ Feedback

There were nine comments submitted via the online feedback form, and one submission was
received by letter from a representative of a resident.

The following table shows the result of the assessment of the ten comments received.

Response type Qty
No changes to plan required 4
Minor changes to correct typographical errors or minor omissions 4
Comment requiring noteworthy change 1
Comprehensive representation but requiring no change 1

Table 1 on page 10 provides details of both the comment requiring noteworthy change and the
comprehensive representation that did not require change.

For completeness, the remaining residents’ comments are provided in Table 4 in Appendix O,
Section 0.1 (Pages 105 to 107).

Submission Stage (Issue 1) 9 0199-CON
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Table 1- Noteworthy Residents’ Comments and Reponses

Page i
ID Doc Ref Ni Feedback Response Changes to the Neighbourhood Plan
009 Figure 6 37 Comment Itis a valid observation and has been addressed as part of the response and to comment from
Settlement During the second drop-in session, it was noted that the Buckinghamshire Council DM Team against Policy SD1, Page 23 which details the changes made to the
Boundary land to the west of The Old Vicarage, though withinthe | Neighbourhood Plan.
settlement boundary, contains some agricultural land
planted as woodland. Consequently, not all of that area
should be included in the settlement boundary.
010 Policy SD1 24 See Appendix P, Section P.1 of this document for the The settlement boundary has been carefully drawn up | No change to the Neighbourhood Plan

Walsingham Planning representation in full.

The representation, in summary, states that the
settlement boundary is overly restrictive and has not
been justified.

There is no cap on the number of dwellings through VALP
or SD1 and the settlement boundary would not allow
multiple small-scale sites to come forward. The majority
of respondents to the questionnaire agree there is a need
for housing in the village.

Land owned by their client could provide a residential
development and would comply with VALP D4 but is
located outside of the proposed settlement boundary
which makes the NP unsound.

Policy SD1 would restrict affordable housing on
exceptions sites and the draft NP is silent on this.

The clients did not receive a copy of the questionnaire
which raises concerns that the local community have not
been properly engaged.

The clients did not receive a copy of the questionnaire
which raises concerns that the local community have not
been properly engaged.

and is evidenced and justified in the relevant Evidence
Paper.

There is no requirement either nationally or through
VALP for housing development to be allocated within
the NP.

NPs are not required to be ‘sound’, they have to meet
the basic conditions including general conformity with
national policy and strategic policies in the relevant
Local Plan. The NP meets these tests.

‘Exceptions’ affordable housing sites are by exception
i.e. they are exceptions to policy, so if a scheme was
considered appropriate by BC, the NP would not
prevent such a scheme coming forwards for affordable
housing although Aston Abbotts is not a sustainable
location for such a development due to its lack of
facilities.

As detailed in this document, the community were
informed of the survey using the Email Postbox and the
Chronicle. The questionnaires were hand delivered to
every household based on the electoral role, including
the property in question and the properties of the
residents referred to in the letter.

Submission Stage (Issue 1)
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6.2. Buckinghamshire Council Comments

There were 25 comments submitted by Buckinghamshire Council. The following table shows
the result of the assessment of the comments.

Response type Qty

No changes to plan required

Minor changes to correct typographical errors or minor omissions

Comments requiring noteworthy changes

N | 0| 00| N

Noteworthy comment but requiring no change

Table 2 on pages 12 to 15 provide details of both the comments requiring noteworthy changes
and the two noteworthy comments requiring no change.

For completeness, the remaining Buckinghamshire Council comments are provided in Table 5
in Appendix O, Section 0.2 (Pages 108 to 110).
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Table 2 - Noteworthy Buckinghamshire Council Comments and Responses

Comment
from team

Policy
or Para

Page

Comment

Response

Changes to the Neighbourhood
Plan

Planning
Policy

1.5

And in the case of Aston Abbotts - add that The Council has carried out an
SEA HRA Screening consultation during June 2024 and will shortly prepare
the screening outcome.

Agree

Added to 1.5: ‘The Council carried out
SEA HRA Screening and a report was
published in July 2024 which confirms
that no full Assessment is required.’

Add the following subsection to Annex 3
(Supporting Documents):

‘Strategic Environmental Assessment
and Habitats Regulations Assessment
Screening report

Buckinghamshire Council undertook
SEA and HRA screening and produced a
report dated 24 July 2024, Version 1.1.
This report can be viewed via the
Neighbourhood Plan pages on the Aston
Abbotts Parish Council website
(https://astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk).’

Planning
Policy

2.1

Please add reference to a Draft NPPF being prepared by the new
Government - it will be for consultation in summer-autumn 2024 and so not
replace the December 2023 version until it is adopted.

Agree

Added new para:

‘2.2 As of June 2024, a Draft NPPF is
being prepared by the new Government
which will be for consultation summer-
autumn 2025 and will not replace the
December 2023 version until it is
adopted.’

Planning
Policy

3.7

For spatial context, there should be details provided of where the next
available facilities are even if it is a settlement outside of Aston Abbotts
parish.

Agree

Amended final sentence to ’ Residents
have to travel to nearby towns and
villages such as Wingrave, Wing,
Aylesbury and Leighton Buzzard for
shopping, post office, education and
health facilities.’

Planning
Policy

33

To be clear on parking standards, these are in the VALP Appendix B. Of
course, these are expected to be replaced by more up to date standards for
the new Local Plan for Buckinghamshire. However, in the interim it would
be clearer for the neighbourhood plan to reference which parking standards
it is directing the reader to use.

Agree. Add in reference in text, but not the
policy, so that if the standards change, the
policy remains up to date.

Added to end of para 12.5: ‘(currently
set out within VALP Appendix B).’

Submission Stage (Issue 1)
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Comment

Policy

Changes to the Neighbourhood

from team | or Para Page Comment Response Plan
Develop- Policy 17 | This policy refers to “boundary treatment and landscaping schemes are Agreed Added new sub subparagraph:
;ngeerr:zne;n- RC1 carefully Flesigngd sq as maintain the ru‘ral character'of the’ area”. s thfare “7.3 Accompanying the Neighbourhood
(OM) opportunity to link this through to what carefl.,llly de3|gr?ed may mean in Plan is a Design Guide which identifies
terms of the boundary treatments referred to in the design code the elements which contribute to the
rural character of the Parish. The Design
Guide must be adhered to when
proposing new development (see Policy
SD2).”
DM Policy 19 | The wording of this policy does not currently reflect the terminology in the Noted. There is no need to reference the Changed first bullet point in Policy HE1
HE1 NPPF used to assess the impacts on designated heritage assets i.e. refer to | Conservation Area in the Policy, itis to: ‘Development will be supported
significance and levels of harm. In addition, the wording “Development referenced in the text and is already a where the scale and massing respond to
should be of an appropriate scale and mass for the immediate area;” what |formal designation. and reflect the immediate area.’
if a developmentisn’t. Would it more appropriate to word the policy
‘Development shall be supported where the scale and massing responds
and reflects the immediate area’? i.e. to make it clear that if a proposal
does not, then it shall not be supported. Should Policy HE1 refer to the
appropriate map showing the boundary of the conservation area?
DM Policy 22 | ‘New development’ —should this term be defined /clarified as the national | All new development in the Parish, including | Changed first sentence of Policy NE2 to:
NE2 household extensions etc has the potential | ‘New development will be required to

requirements have exclusions such as householder scale development
proposals. Currently it seems the policy is worded to go beyond national
requirements.

to affect biodiversity. However, biodiversity
net gain will only be applied in certain
circumstances.

protect and enhance existing natural
features of sites and where appropriate
provide at least 10% net gain in
biodiversity.’

Submission Stage (Issue 1)
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Comment

Policy

Changes to the Neighbourhood

P mment R n
from team | orPara | ' o8¢ Comme esponse blan
DM Policy 24 | Suggest the settlement boundary could be tightened further, including to The settlement boundary has been carefully | Settlement boundary (Figure 6)
SD1 amended from this:

exclude some of the larger gardens etc. Have highlighted in yellow some
areas which could be considered whether these remain included or are

excluded in terms of facilitating new development.
Settlement Boundary and Conservation Areas

Settlement Boundary
------ Conservation Areas

drawn up taking into account current uses
of land as evidenced in the relevant back-
ground evidence report which accompanies
the NP. Itis important that the settlement
boundary is not drawn so tightly that it
would prevent any type of development

taking place within it, this would not support ||

the basic condition that NP's should con-
tribute towards sustainable development.

The boundary has been reviewed. Land at
the rear of 59, The Green which comprises
planted woodland rather than a garden area
is to be excluded from the settlement
boundary (with support from the
landowner).

The changes to the associated maps were

also made in the Housing and Settlement
Boundary evidence report (Figs. 1 and 3).

St James's Church

PLUS:

Page 37, Fig. 7 - Consequential change
to the CA1 Character Area to exclude
the woodland:

St James's Church

Submission Stage (Issue 1)
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Comment | Policy
from team | or Para

Page

Comment

Response

Changes to the Neighbourhood
Plan

Archaeology | HE2

18/19/
20

This policy seeks to protect heritage assets, but refers only to buildings and
structures, and does not include archaeological sites. A heritage policy
should include all heritage assets.

We would suggest that Policy HE2 recommend that development proposals
should, as a minimum, consult with the Historic Environment Record (HER)
and consider the impact on the whole archaeological resource, and not just
buildings and structures. This would be in accordance with paragraph 200
of the NPPF which states that in determining applications “As a minimum
the relevant historic environment record should have been consulted and
the heritage assets assessed using appropriate expertise where
necessary.”

Noted. However, this issue was considered
at the beginning of the NP process and
these archaeological assets are already
protected under national and local plan
policies

No change to the Neighbourhood Plan

Archaeology | Figures

We would recommend that one of these maps include the Archaeological
Notification Areas within theNP area. These can be found at Map -
Buckinghamshire's Heritage Portal

See above

No change to the Neighbourhood Plan
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6.3.

Statutory Consultees Submissions

The table below indicates where responses were received from statutory consultees.

The responses to the statutory consultee submissions are presented in Table 3 on page 17.

Statutory Consultee

Response Received?

Buckinghamshire Council Neighbourhood Planning No
Cublington Parish Council No
Wing Parish Council No
Wingrave Parish Council No
Whitchurch Parish Council No
Bierton Parish Council No
Homes England No
Natural England Yes
Historic England Yes
Environment Agency No
Network Rail Yes
National Highways Yes
National Gas Yes
National Grid Yes
UK Power Networks No
Anglian Water Yes
Thames Water Yes
Thames Valley Chamber of Commerce No
National Health Service No
South Central Ambulance Service No
Buckinghamshire Disability Service No
Buckinghamshire Integrated Care Partnership No

Submission Stage (Issue 1) 16
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Table 3 - Statutory Consultee Submissions and Responses

Consultee Submission Response Changes to the Plan

Historic See Appendix P, Standard response, no specific No change to the Neighbourhood Plan

England Section P.2 comments on the Pre-Submission NP

Natural See Appendix P, Standard response, no specific No change to the Neighbourhood Plan

England Section P.3 comments on the Pre-Submission NP

Network Rail | See Appendix P, Standard response, no specific No change to the Neighbourhood Plan
Section P.4 comments on the Pre-Submission NP

Thames See Appendix P, Standard response, agreeing with the No change to the Neighbourhood Plan

Water Section P.5 section on sustainable development but

also asks for additional detailed policies
/text. Given that the potential for large
developmentin the Parish is limited and
that any such proposals will require
planning permission and Local Plan
policies cover the same issues, it is not
considered necessary to add the
proposed additions into the NP.

Anglian See Appendix P, Detailed comments have been made on | Added to paragraph Page 27, para 10.24
Water Section P.6 the NP and Anglian Water are generally | after ‘water resources’: ‘VALP policy 15
supportive of the policy ambitions within | sets out the requirements for water
the NP subject to the proposed resources and wastewater
amendments to the Design Code. It is infrastructure including a standard for
not considered necessary to add household water consumption.’

additional information on such detailed
measures in the Design Code. However,
areference to VALP policy should be
added to the Plan.

National Gas | See Appendix P, Suggests no changes to the NP, but No change to the Neighbourhood Plan
Section P.7 states there is a Gas Transmission
pipeline within the Parish. Noted

National See Appendix P, No National Grid Assets within the No change to the Neighbourhood Plan
Grid Section P.8 Parish
National See Appendix P, No comment No change to the Neighbourhood Plan

Highways Section P.9
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7. 2022 Parish-wide Survey

A questionnaire was delivered to 181 households with 85 completed questionnaires being
returned. As aresult of the good return (nearly 50%), the response to the parish-wide survey

has been the main source of information that has guided the development of the Plan.

The collated results were first published as a preliminary report. The preliminary report

contained only the consolidate “tick boxes”. A copy of this version is provided in Annex A which
also includes a copy of the questionnaire that was distributed.

The full report, which includes all comments provided by respondents, has been published and

is available as an evidence report.

Below is a summary of the demographics of the responding households (Section 7.1) and a

top-level summary of the results (Section 7.2).

7.1. Demographics

Number of members within the household

Qty 1 Qty 2 Qty 3 Qty 4 Total

Number of adults?] 23 57 2 2 151

Number of school-age children? 8 3 14
Number of pre-school-age infants? 2 2

167

What is the gender and ages of all members of the household?

Aé’i‘\*lé‘:‘ Unoer [12t017| 181029 | 30049 | 50to 64 |65t075 | 76+ | Total
Gender notgiven] 1 1 2 4
Male 4 7 1 1 13 17 23 12 78
Female 4 3 1 6 13 27 17 12 83
Prefer not to say 1 1 2
9 11 3 7 26 45 42 24 167
What is the work/education situation for all members of the household?
Employed] 48 29%
Self Employed| 26 16%
Retired| 67 40%
Unemployed 2 1%
In full-time education] 14 8%
Other*] 10 6%
Submission Stage (Issue 1) 18 0199-CON
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What is the housing status for the property?

Owned with a mortgage| 25 30%

Owned outright] 52 62%

Rented from private landlord 2 2%

Housing association 5 6%

How long have you lived in Aston Abbotts (years)?

Nil <=1yr | 2-5yrs

6-10 yrs {11-15 yrs |15-20 yrs |21-30 yrs

>30 yrs

Number in each year range 8 6 11

13 6 4 13

23

7.2. Top-Level Summary

The tables below provide a top-level summary of the tick box responses for each topic showing
which option rated the highest. The numbers in parentheses show the number of households
that expressed an opinion and the percentage that selected that option.

For example, the following entry indicates that the majority of the households “Agreed” that
Aston Abbotts is clean & tidy. It also shows that 82 households expressed an opinion of which 40

chose the option “Agree”, which is 49%.

lIsclean & tidy  ["Agree” (40 out of 82, 49%)

General Info

How do you feel about living in Aston Abbotts?

Has a nice environment "Strongly agree" (57 out of 83, 69%)
Is clean & tidy "Agree" (40 out of 82, 49%)
Is quiet/peaceful "Strongly agree" (41 out of 82, 50%)
Has strong sense of community | "Agree" (45 out of 81, 56%)
Has good facilities "Disagree" (42 out of 83, 51%)
Has good public transport "Neither agree nor disagree" (35 out of 82, 43%)
Is convenient for commuting "Agree" (46 out of 81, 57%)
Is convenient for cultural activities "Agree” (32 out of 79, 41%)
"Neither agree nor disagree" (32 out of 79, 41%)
Is good for social activities "Neither agree nor disagree" (32 out of 81, 40%)
Is in good school catchment area | "Neither agree nor disagree" (35 out of 79, 44%)

Housing

New housing

Do you agree that there will be a need for more housing?

"Agree" (31 out of 82, 38%)

How many homes do you think would be appropriate?

"Less than 10" (41 out of 83, 49%)
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When new homes have to be built, which type do you think would be most suitable?

Affordable homes "In favour" (23 out of 78, 29%)

Housing association homes "Strongly opposed to" (22 out of 74, 30%)
Retirement/sheltered homes "Don’t mind" (26 out of 74, 35%)
Bungalows "Don’t mind" (29 out of 73, 40%)

Small homes (1 bed) "Don’t mind" (30 out of 70, 43%)

Medium size homes (2-3 beds) |"In favour" (39 out of 79, 49%)

Larger homes (4+ beds) "Don’t mind" (20 out of 73, 27%)

Flats "Strongly opposed to" (31 out of 69, 45%)

New Housing Sustainability and Location
When new homes are built, do you agree they must
be built sustainably?

When new homes are built, where do you think they
should be located?

"Strongly agree" (50 out of 84 (60%))

"Only within the village" (44 out of 82, 54%)

Economy

Businesses run from home
| Do any members of the household run a business from home? |"No" (65 out of 80, 81%) |

Business Premises
Does anyone in household own/rent business premises in the parish? "No" (77 out of 79, 97%)
Do they see the business(es) staying in the parish for the next 10 years? |"Yes" (2 out of 3, 67%)

Business Units

Do you favour development of more
Business Units within the Parish?

"Neither agree nor disagree" (23 out of 79, 29%)

Communication

Communication General

Community news and information - how important is it to you? "Very important" (43 out of 83, 52%)
Is it easy to find community news and information for Aston Abbotts? |"Easy" (46 out of 79, 58%)
As sources of community news and information, how would you rate the following?
Parish noticeboards "Don’t use it" (28 out of 80, 35%)

Parish Council website "Don't use it" (32 out of 76, 42%)

Aston Abbotts website "Don’t use it" (24 out of 76, 32%)

Aston Abbotts Chronicle "Very Good" (42 out of 82, 51%)

Aston Abbotts Email Post Box | "Very Good" (36 out of 80, 45%)

Local county newspapers "Don’t use it" (52 out of 76, 68%)

BBC Three Counties Radio "Don’t use it" (60 out of 74, 81%)

Facebook "Don't use it" (36 out of 76, 47%)

Twitter "Don’t use it" (56 out of 74, 76%)

Infrastructure
Infrastructure

| Do you have a broadband internet connection within the household? ["Yes" (74 out of 81, 91%) |

Which of the following facilities do you use and how often do you use them?
Village Hall "Rarely" (37 out of 82, 45%)
Recreation Ground | "Rarely" (33 out of 80, 41%)
Children’s Play Area | "Never" (42 out of 81, 52%)
Church "Rarely" (36 out of 81, 44%)
The Orchard "Rarely" (32 out of 80, 40%)
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Which of the following do you think will need to be developed in the Parish?
Local shops "Need more regardless.." (39 out of 76, 51%)
Leisure facilities |"Don’t need any more.." (22 out of 73, 30%)
Parks/play area | "Don’t need any more.." (32 out of 75, 43%)
Parking spaces | "Need more regardless.." (32 out of 77, 42%)
Road capacity | "Need more if new homes.." (28 out of 74, 38%)
Bus services "Need more regardless.." (24 out of 77, 31%)

Schools
| Were the school(s) the preferred choice for the child(ren) |"Yes" (10 out of 11, 91%) |

Recreational facilities
| How do you rate the play and recreational facilities for the village? |"Adequate” (34 out of 83, 41%) |

Allotments
Do any of the members of the household rent or share an allotment? | "No" (74 out of 82, 90%)
If they don’t rent or share an allotment, would they like to? "No" (63 out of 69, 91%)

Private Transport

Parking
| Do you rely on on-street parking for your vehicles? |"No" (62 out of 79, 78%) |

Electric Vehicles

Are you considering getting an electric vehicle in the next 5 years? "No" (43 out of 76, 57%)
Would lack of an on-street charging stop you getting an electric vehicle? |"No" (52 out of 74, 70%)

Environment

Countryside and landscape
How important is to you is the
countryside/landscape around the Parish?

"Very important" (76 out of 82, 93%)

History and Ecology
History
[ How do you feel about our historical past being preserved? |"Very important" (63 out of 82, 77%) |

Wildlife
| How do you feel about our wildlife being preserved? |"Very important" (77 out of 83, 93%) |

History and Ecology Ideas

Website (Historical and ecological information) "Yes" (63 out of 77, 82%)
Information signs at points of interest "Yes" (56 out of 78, 72%)
History display boards "Yes" (47 out of 77, 61%)
Open History days and Ecology days "Yes" (40 out of 75, 53%)
Walking guides — what to see where "Yes" (67 out of 79, 85%)
Guided tours for history/ecology "Yes" (38 out of 74, 51%)
Living memories website (for people inside and outside the parish) |"Yes" (43 out of 76, 57%)

Other

If we were to encourage alternative energy, which would you support?
Wind power |"Agree" (53 out of 80, 66%)
Solar power | "Agree" (70 out of 80, 88%)
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A.1. Email Postbox - Calling Notice

e
From: postbox[at]aston-abbotts.co.uk <_>

Sent: 31 August 2021 11:47
To: I
Subject: POSTBOX: Neighbourhood Planning - Meeting 14th September

Neighbourhood Plan Meeting Tuesday 14" September 7pm in the Village Hall

The Parish Council would like to explore with you all the proposal to develop a
Neighbourhood Plan for Aston Abbotts. The main objective is to work towards preserving the
rural feel of the village by managing the level of development over the coming years. Thisis
not to say we look to prevent all development, but contain it in a way that protects a village
life that we have all bought in to.

We have arranged for Sally Chapman, a Consultant with tremendous experience in this
capacity (including the Wing Neighbourhood Plan) to give an informative overview of what is
involved and answer questions. In order to move the Plan forward we would then need a
committee of residents to run with the project, supported by the Parish Council and with
funding from Bucks. Please come along and hear what we and Sally have to say and maybe
you could become involved in this exciting project.

If you would like to learn a little bit more about a Neighbourhood Plan the following links may
prove useful

www.chapmanplanning.co.uk

https://neighbourhoodplanning.org/toolkits-and-guidance/create-neighbourhood-plan-step-
by-step-roadmap-guide/

Kind regards
Lizvan Hullen
Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer

Aston Abbotts Parish Council
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A.2. Email Postbox - Meeting Notes

From: postbox[at]aston-abbotts.co.uk _>

Sent: 06 October 2021 07:08

To: I

Subject: POSTBOX: Neighbourhood Plan

Attachments: Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Meeting.pdf

A huge thank you to all parishioners who attended the Neighbourhood Plan meeting on 14th
September. The turnout was encouraging and the debate was interesting and
informative. We have attached a summary of the questions raised.

The next steps will be for the Parish Council to conduct a survey within the village, whilst at
the same time beginning the application process for a grant to support this project. Wingis a
really good example of how the existence of a Neighbourhood Plan managed the inevitable
development process and we would urge you all to consider this.

Involvement from our residents is very much encouraged and to this end we would love to

hear from anyone who is interested in getting involved ...... in a big way or a small way. Please
contact either Liz, our Clerk, [‘Clerk’_] , Or speak to one of the
councillors.

Kind regards
Liz van Hullen
Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer

Aston Abbotts Parish Council
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A.3.

Meeting Notes

Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Meeting
Held on 21 September 2021 in Aston Abbotts Village Hall

Present: Clirs Baylis (Chair), Plestead, Lakin, Hall, Langdon, Palmer & Abel Smith. Ms S Chapman —
Consultant. The Clerk. Fifteen members of the public.

Introduction: Cllr Baylis gave a brief overview of how the Parish Council had come to initiate the
meeting and introduced Sally Chapman; a Planning Consultant, local to Aston Abbotts, who has
worked alongside many other local parishes on production of their Neighbourhood Plans.

Presentation: Sally Chapman explained the following —
e A Neighbourhood Plan can enable a local community to have some say over future local
development
e |t can go beyond what is expected from local housing policy eg detailing materials specified,
development design, protection of open spaces
e Residents of the village must be fully consulted and very much involved in the production of
the plan.
e |nstigation and qualification sits with the Parish Council
e The Plan should relate to historical importance of village assets & features
e The Plan should be based on local surveys, research into demographics, local population,
types of housing needs, local and supporting infrastructure.
e The cost is approx. £10k, Government grants are available
e The entire process can take between 18 & 24 months
e Anoverview of the process from initiation to completion, and the different parties and
bodies involved
Q&A
Q: it would appear that Local Authorities can overrule a Neighbourhood Plan after 5 years.
A: This is the case, but the existence of an NP means that the Local Authority would need to take it
into account during their Local Plan review and potentially the village could decide the location of
any imposed development
Q: Should the village wait for a Local Plan or definite housing allocation for the immediate area
before developing an NP.
A: The Plan should be developed in any event. It could not be used to totally block a Local Authority
Local Plan Process.
Q: How would the existence of a Plan help decide which land is used for development
A: All land potentially available should be researched and fully assessed prior to allocation with the
NP. The NP can be reviewed and amended via a Formal Process if a housing allocation is required by
the new Local Plan.
Q: If the NP is contravened and a development is approved even though it did not feature within the
Plan, can the local community appeal.
A: No, but it may be in a stronger position to negotiate details of the development
Q: Does an NP protect green space areas bequeathed / donated to the Parish.
A: Yes
Q: Canthe Planinclude a focus on footpaths, rights of way, cycle routes, improved BB, renewable
energy.
A: Yes
Q: Does the NP have to include some development
A: The Plan does not have to include any development
Q: Can the NP manage the affordability of affordable housing and allocate land solely for this use.
A: Yes

Next Steps: Apply for the Grant. Form a Committee. Survey the residents.
The Parish Council will follow up on this meeting at the PC meeting on 22™ September 2021.
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Appendix B. Communication for Parish-wide Survey
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B.1. Extract from April 2022 Chronicle

Th e Ch r On i C l e April 2022 1ssue 425
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Extract from April 2022 Chronicle (cont.)

ASTON ABBOTTS

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN AND
QUESTIONNAIRE

The Parish Council has kicked off the
process to develop a Neighbourhood
Plan. This will enable our
community to define a vision for the
parish for the next 10-15 years and
influence any future development.
The Neighbourhood Plan:

- Has legal weight in planning
decisions

+ Must be supported by the
majority of the community

- Is only concerned with land use
matters

It is extremely important that the
wider community is on board from
the start. This makes it easier to
achieve the support that is needed
to successfully take a Neighbourhood
Plan throughout the process.

The first step is to gather information
from the residents in the parish.
This will be done using a
questionnaire which you will all be
receiving shortly. You are urged to
complete the questionnaire as it will
be your opportunity to influence the
initial steps.

Submission Stage (Issue 1)
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Extract from April 2022 Chronicle (cont.)

What a Neighbourhood Plan can
and cannot do?

A Neighbourhood Plan can...

It can direct appropriate growth
to appropriate locations

- It can protect local assets such
as important green spaces and

local facilities

- It can ensure that new
development is  sensitively
designed

- ]t can be used to set out a ‘wish
list” for improvements or new
facilities e.g. play facilities

Include poalicies, for example,
design standards that are more
detailed than policies in the
Local Plan

A Neighbourhood Plan cannot...

<t can’t prevent new
development that is included in
the Local Plan

- It can’t be in direct conflict with
Aylesbury Vale’s Local Plan

- It can’t be in conflict with
Government Planning Policy and
Guidance

Who is involved in producing the
Neighbourhood Plan?

Everyone can be involved; it is a plan
for the whole community.

The Parish Council will lead the
process and oversee the formation
of a Steering Group which will

person can volunteer to be on the
steering group.

During the process, the steering
group will seek opinions from the
whole  community. Residents,
business owners, landowners,
interest groups and developers will
be asked for their views regularly.

We will be looking for people who
have an interest in planning the
future of the Parish and we would
welcome help with various aspects
of producing the neighbourhood
plan including communications and

publicity, project management, IT
skills, organisational skills and
general help such as delivering
leaflets.

If you would like to be involved or
have skills you think might be useful,
please contact the Clerk of the Parish
Council:

clerk@astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk

How are Neighbourhood Plans
developed?

Usually, the process can take
between 2 and 4 years and includes
an independent examination and a
referendum. The following principles
are adopted:

It is a led

process.

'neighbourhood’

- The community decide on the
content.

It is produced by the Parish

develop the Neighbourhood Plan Council, on behalf of the
with the aid of volunteers. Any community.
7
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Extract from April 2022 Chronicle (cont.)

- It needs to be flexible to
address different needs and
expectations.

- They are tailored to the
neighbourhood so no two
plans will be the same.

What happens once the
Neighbourhood Plan is adopted?

- The Neighbourhood Plan is a
formal planning document
and carries real legal weight.

+ Planning applications will be
assessed against the policies
in the Neighbourhood Plan.

- Appeals against planning
decisions will take them into
account.

What is the Local Council’s role?

Every local Council has a duty to
support  Parish  Councils in
producing Neighbourhood Plans.
They carry out and fund the formal
parts of the process including
examination and referendum.

Who will pay to produce the
Neighbourhood Plan?

A government grant is available for
every Parish Council.

More information can be found
at:
https://neighbourhoodplanning_org

/
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B.2. Email Postbox re Questionnaire 13th April 2022

From: postbox[at]aston-abbotts.co.uk <_>

Sent: 13 April 2022 21:59
To:
Subject: POSTBOX: Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire

Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire

All residents should now have received a copy of the Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire - if
you have not received one, please contact the Parish Council Clerk

Clerk’ | G (o ocuest 2 copy. [And apologies to the handful of
residents who may have received more than one copy —it’s just a matter of over-enthusiasm
in its distribution (and, rest assured, you only need to complete one of them)!]

Note that it is intended to have one questionnaire completed per household. If there is more
than one household (e.g., if there are lodgers), or there are differing views within the
household, then please request additional copies from the Clerk.

Please take this Questionnaire seriously and we urge you to participate in providing your
views. In all planning decisions, Bucks Council must consult the Neighbourhood Planin
planning decisions, so it is an opportunity for our community to influence future
developments and protect green spaces, heritage assets, community facilities and our
environment. The Questionnaire is the first step in the process of developing the
Neighbourhood Plan and will help in obtaining a consensus for its content.

Regards,

Aston Abbotts Parish Council
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the Parish Council 2022
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C.1. Email Postbox - Calling Notice

S —
From: postbox[at]aston-abbotts.co.uk >

Sent: 24 April 2022 09:25

To:

Subject: POSTBOX: Annual Parish Meeting Tuesday at 7.30pm

Attachments: APM Agenda 2022 .pdf; 20190424 Draft MinutesAPM_Accessible.pdf

Annual Parish Meeting Tuesday at 7.30pm

One final reminder to you all that the Ahnual Parish Meeting, following a 2 year break, will be
taking place on Tuesday (26™) at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. The last of these meetings was
held in April 2019 and the draft minutes are attached.

Amongst the many presentations there will be a short talk on the Neighbourhood Planning
Process, delivered by local consultant, Sally Chapman. This is extremely timely as the village
Neighbourhood Plan Survey is underway, the results of which will start to shape the way
forward for your own Neighbourhood Plan.

We very much look forward to seeing you all on Tuesday.

Kind regards

Liz van Hullen

Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer

Aston Abbotts Parish Council
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C.2. Agenda

ASTON ABBOTTS ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2022

To be held at the Village Hall, Aston Abbotts
on 26th April, 2022 at 7.30 pm.

AGENDA
1. Apologies
2. To approve minutes of meeting held on 24" April 2019
3. Matters arising from the minutes
4. Unitary Council report
5. Annual report from the Parish Council Chairman
6. Neighbourhood Plan Presentation
7. Village Hall Report
8. Chronicle Report
9. Village Orchard Report
10 Village Fete Report
11 Firework Night Report

12 A.O.B.

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE PROVIDED
WE HOPE YOU WILL BE ABLE TO JOIN US.
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C.3. Extract fromJune 2022 Chronicle

Th e Ch r On i C ’ e June 2022 issue 427
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Extract from June 2022 Chronicle (cont.)

Aston Abbotts
Parish Council May.

Annual Parish Meeting Tuesday 26"

April
It was hugely gratifying to see so Annual Meeting of the Parish
many of you (24 members of the Council Tuesday 10" May

village) in attendance. A full set of
minutes is available on the Parish
Web Site - In summary the Parish
Council and Unitary Councillors gave
an annual round up. Sally Chapman
gave a brief presentation on the
Neighbourhood Planning process,
reiterating the importance of
securing a Plan, and urging residents
to come forward if they would like to
be involved (in which case please
contact ClIr Trevor Hall).

13
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Extract from June 2022 Chronicle (cont.)

Further on the Village Plan

There’s been an excellent response
to the Neighbourhood Plan
Questionnaire and the Parish Council
would like to thank everyone who
took the time to complete them.

The questionnaires were delivered to
about 180 households and we’ve had
85 returned — which is close 50%.
We believe a typical response is
between 30% and 40% so, by getting
nearly 50% return is testament to
the enthusiasm that many of our
community are showing and their
desire to influence the way Aston
Abbotts will develop over the coming
years. What is also notable is that
more than 15 residents ticked “Yes”
to the all-important question “Would

Interest in the Neighbourhood Plan anybody in the household like to
survey has been encouraging, up to help in developing the
40% of households have submitted Neighbourhood Plan?”.

aresponse. We would like to thank
you all for taking the time to do
this,your responses are hugely
importantand will help to shape the
final document.

Over the next few weeks, we will be
capturing the results of the
questionnaire and will be drafting
the schedule for the work required
to develop the Neighbourhood Plan
at which point we will be contacting
those who have expressed an
interest in helping.

Aston Abbotts Parish Council

14
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D.1. Email Postbox notice concerning Steering Group

From: postbox[at]aston-abbotts.co.uk <_>

Sent: 28 June 2022 09:50
To:
Subject: POSTBOX: Neighbourhood Plan - Calling Volunteers

Neighbourhood Plan - Calling Volunteers

The next step in developing the Neighbourhood Plan is to form the Steering
Committee. Itis very much appreciated that, in the response to the
questionnaire, sixteen residents expressed an interestin helping.

The Parish Council will soon be organising a meeting of all volunteers at
which the Steering Committee will be established. This meeting will include
a detailed briefing on what the process entails and the timescales.

To help organise this meeting, please could those of you who expressed an
interest in helping send me an email confirming that you are still willing
to participate. Please send the email to:

[‘Trevor Halt

Of course, anybody within the Parish is welcome to volunteer, even if you
did not manage to complete the questionnaire - just ping me an email if
you'd like to participate.

Regards,

Trevor Hall
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D.2.

Email Postbox - Calling Notice for Inaugural Meeting.

From: postbox|[at]aston-abbotts.co.uk <_>

Sent: 17 November 2022 13:29

To:

Subject: POSTBOX: Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Inaugural Meeting - Volunteers
Sought

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Inaugural Meeting - Volunteers Sought

It’s been some time since we kicked off the Neighbourhood Plan Village Questionnaire, but
now the time has come to set up the Steering Group and we are seeking volunteers to
participate in developing the Plan.

An Inaugural Meeting for the Steering Group will be held on Monday 21st November at 7:15 in
the Village Hall. The meeting will be supported by Sally Chapman who has a wealth of
experience in the development of Neighbourhood Plans. [t should be noted that this is not a
public meeting but a meeting of those who wish to participate in the Steering Group.

The key element of this Inaugural Meeting will be to establish the key roles within the Steering
Group. There are two roles for which we will need volunteers:

* Chair: the primary task is to chair the meetings, ensuring that the agenda is followed,
ensuring everyone can speak and that tasks are defined, assigned, and noted.

* Secretary: There needs to be someone who takes notes for every meeting. There is ho
need for formal minutes, but the notes will need to be published on the PC website. If no
one volunteers, this task can be rotated.

Either the Chairman or Secretary would ensure that the agenda is devised and circulated to
the Group prior to the meetings. The agendas are often very simple. Meetings are usually
arranged at the end of each meeting and are often a month or six weeks apart.

In terms of driving the project forward, it is a team effort and does not fall wholly on the
Chair. Usually this evolves and becomes obvious during the early meetings. Various
workstreams will be established during the project - sometimes it is up to individuals to
pursue tasks, such as evidence gathering, sometimes everyone has to get involved,
particularly when organising publicity or an event.

If you can’t make the meeting on Monday but are keen to participate in the Steering Group,
then please let me know — even more so if you can’t make the meeting but are prepared to be
considered for the role of either the Chair or Secretary. Please contact me on:

[Trevor Hatt |

Finally, it's worth noting that things did not completely grind to a halt in the intervening period
since the questionnaire was circulated, and a fair bit of work has gone into producing a
preliminary summary of the results. This summary can be viewed via the following link:

AA Quest Prelim Results v1.1.pdf

There is also a far more detailed version of the Questionnaire Results which has capture all
the notes/comments made by the residents and will be a source of information for the
Steering Group during the development of the Plan.

Regards,
Trevor

Trevor Hall
Aston Abbotts Parish Council
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D.3. Extractfrom December 2022 Chronicle

December 2022 Issue 431
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Extract from December 2022 Chronicle (cont.)

News from in
and around
Aston Abbotts

Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group

(al
Buckinghamshire @

On the 21st November, the
Steering Group for the
Neighbourhood plan held its first
meeting.

Supported by Sally Chapman, a
consultant with many years
experience of such projects, the
team established initial
responsibilities, frequency of
meeting and briefly discussed
goals and intentions for the
initiative.

The focus for the initial three
months is to set out clear
objectives and a timeline for the
project, based on inputs including
the village questionnaire results,
similar examples from other
villages and the needs of Aston
Abbotts in the years ahead.

For those that missed the notice
recently posted on the AA Postie
which included a link to view the
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Extract from December 2022 Chronicle (cont.)

results of the questionnaire, you
can find them at:
https://tinyurl.com/AAquest2022

This project is an opportunity for
the whole village to express its
wishes for the future of our
community. We want to make
sure everyone is represented and
happy with the results. If you
think you can bring your skills and
experience to the project, please
get in touch at:
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E.1. Agenda
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6. Approve change of applying for Fete Funding
7. To discuss and approve allocation of Fete Funds 2023
8. Any other business

ASTON ABBOTTS ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2023

Village Hall, Aston Abbotts
Wednesday 26™ April 2023 at 7.30 pm

AGENDA

Apologies

To approve minutes of meeting held on 26" April 2022 (circulated)
Matter Arising from the minutes.

Unitary Council Report

To receive updates from:

The Parish Council

The Neighbourhood Plan
The Chronicle/Pop-up Pub/Quiz
The Village Hall

The Village Orchard

The Church

GNOMES

Bingo/Whist

Book Club

Fireworks

The Fete

Refreshments available

We hope you will be able to join us

Submission Stage (Issue 1)
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E.2. Poster

Aston Abbotts
Neighbourhood Plan

‘RESPECT CHARACTER AND HERITAGE”

The Vision

Aston Abbott’s rural and historic character and hilltop

setting will be valued and enhanced. The strong sense of
community spirit will be strengthened such that existing
and new residents will enjoy good health and wellbeing.
The design of all new development will be of the highest
quality and respect the character and heritage of the Parish.

Topics and Aspirations

Brivitotient ® The natural environment including landscape features, biodiversity and green spaces will be

VIEO CIL | ahanced and protected.

built & ® The historic character and heritage assets of the parish will be preserved and enhanced.

natural * High quality design will be secured in all new development reflecting the distinctive
character of Aston Abbotts.

Tl‘affi c & ¢ The public footpath and bridleway network will be improved and extended to be safe and
accessible with additional links.

tr ansport ® New development will be accompanied by traffic calming measures and appropriate parking.

Community * Existing community facilities will be protected. New facilities or improvements to existing
facilities will be encouraged to enhance opportunities for community cohesion and

faCilitieS wellbeing.
Recreation & |* Formal and informal amenity spaces will be protected and enhanced and Local Green Space

designated to protect those spaces of particular community value

green spaces

L oc al b us 1 ness ¢ Existing local businesses, including farms, home-based and rural businesses will be

supported, Small scale new businesses will be encouraged in the Parish.

Community * Biodiversity improvements (planting etc)

¢ Traffic calming, working with Parish and Buckinghamshire Councils

asplratlons ¢ Additional use of Village Hall, Church

If you would like to help with the development of the Neighbourhood Plan, please contact Trevor Hall:

Steering committee: Trevor Hall, Jane Baylis, Jane Plested, Janet Walker, Kate Curry, Mike Coker
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E.3.

Speaker’s Notes

Notices

I'll keep this short and draw your attention to two copies of a notice which | hope you'’ll have time to
look at the end of the meeting.

Steering group

A small steering group has been formed and I'd like to thank those who are taking part - there’s six
us at the moment and our names are at the bottom of the notice.

Scope/Evidence/Policies

We have defined the scope and aims of the Neighbourhood Plan and the topics we are covering and
are now in the processing of collecting information otherwise known as evidence which supports the
policies that will be defining in the Neighbourhood Plan

Character and Heritage

These vision and scope of the Neighbourhood Plan are shown on the notices so | won’t take up time
by reading them out. | will however just pick out a couple of key words within the vision - “Character
and Heritage” - the neighbourhood plan will ensure that the Character and Heritage of Aston
Abbotts is respected and preserved. This is of particular relevance for any new developments.

New Development - Design Codes

And in relation to new developments, a significant point to note is that the Neighbourhood Plan will
not be allocating any areas for new housing. This cannot prevent any future development should
anybody raise planning applications. However, something that will be produced as part of
neighbourhood plan will be a “Design Codes” document. This document will identify the specific
attributes of the parish and its buildings that make up its character and recognise its heritage. Once
this document is in place, all decisions for future planning applications will be influenced by the
design codes.

Traffic

One point we do need to recognise is the issues around traffic calming and vehicle speed which is a
significant concern for most residents. The Neighbourhood Plan unfortunately can have little
influence over this since the responsibility for roads and traffic lies with Bucks Council. It will
however document these concerns and, as you are all probably aware, the Parish Council is in
constant dialogue with Bucks Council in relation to these concerns.

Volunteers

I'll just finish by saying that we would welcome more volunteers to help in the development of the
plan - my email details are provided on the two notices if you are interest in taking part and | look
forward to hearing from new volunteers.

Questions

Rather than take questions now, I'll be around at the end of the meeting and hope that you can
spend a few minutes to look through the vision and topics and | would be more than happy to
answer any questions then.
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F.1. Roller Banner Display

The Vision: Aston Abbott’s rural and historic character and

hilltop setting will be valued and enhanced. The strong sense

of community spirit will be strengthened such that existing

Plan P and new residents will enjoy good health and wellbeing. The

% f design of all new development will be of the highest quality
Haracren WO and respect the character and heritage of the Parish.

Neighbourhood

The Steering Group leading the development of the Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan (AANP) has been gathering
information about the most important aspects of our community, such as green spaces, historic landmarks, natural
features, wildlife, and local amenities.

In addition, the AANP Steering Group has commissioned AECOM to create the Design Guide that will influence
future development within our village and will form an annex to the AANP. The guide is still in its early stages and
the information below explains the process behind its development and shows the proposed content.

The Porish Council hos obtoined a grant 1o fund the of the Nei Plan
if you have any questions or viouid like ta help, ple Trevor Holf "

ASTON ABBOT o) About the Aston Abbotts
Design Guide

The context of a parish-wide design guide
Through the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and
Communities Programme led by Locality, AECOM has been
commissioned to provide design support to the Aston Abbotts
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. This design support e

includes the production of a parish-wide design guide. " "
. o ) . Aston Abbotts Design Guide contents
What is a parish-wide design guide?

The parish-wide design guide aims to guide future development

in the parish, of any scale (house extensions or conversions, infill
and/or larger Itisinformed and

shaped by the local character of Aston Abbotts and promotes

1: Introduction

The introduction will include:
« Overview of Aston Abbotts
« Signpost to other documents
* How to use the document

design that is sensitive to its context.
2: What is good design in Aston Abbotts
This section will outline the positive physical, historic and
contextual characteristics of Aston Abbotts, as well as setting out
orea wide codes in order to protect and enhance these
choracteristics. It will cover:

* Historic chorocter and views

« Attractive naturol environment

« Distinct moterial ond colour palette

3: Design guidance and codes for Aston Abbott's
character areas

This Section will provide design guidance ond codes which are
specific Lo the individual character oreos demarcated across the
Parish. These codes will include themes on topics such as: parking,
density, scofe, architectural details, boundary treatment, etc. The
provisional affocotion of the character oreas is shown in the map
| befov

4: Checklist for new developments

This section will provide o number of questions based on
esloblished good practice against which design proposels in Aston
Abbotts should be evoluated.

Character Area Designations:

The steps taken to produce the design guide:

STEP 3 come sy rs
et mecorg Uradesr and Cratrssrt e te
3 Bl o S5z gl 32

E CA1: Conservation Area North
E CA2: Conservation Area South
\_ CA3: Ross Road / Inner Green
E CA4: Bricstock

E CAS: The Lines / Moat Lane
E CA6: Wingrave Road

|_| CA7: Longmoor

Conservation
Areas

Submission Stage (Issue 1)
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Appendix G. Showcase Event 7" December 2023
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G.1. Extractfrom December 2023 Chronicle

THE I:IIS'I‘HAS

I:HIIIINII:I.I-: *‘*

December 2023. Issue 443
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Extract from December 2023 Chronicle (cont.)

Aston Abbotts
Neighbourhood Plan
Showcase Event

7th December . Village Hall
7:30pm-8:30pm

You are invited to have your say. If you believe there are things we
have missed, or other aspects we should consider, you will have the
opportunity to share you thoughts with the steering group.

There’s no formal presentation so please drop in anytime.
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Extract from December 2023 Chronicle (cont.)
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An event is being held in the
village hall on 7th of December to
showcase key aspects of the work
that has been undertaken on the
Neighbourhood Plan - in this
article, you will find a brief
summary of what progress is being
made.

More detail will be provided at the
showcase event at which you will
have the opportunity to ask
questions and raise topics that you
think should be addressed.

Details of the event are provided
at the end of this article.

What’s been happening?

The development of the
Neighbourhood Plan is being
undertaken by a small steering
group, established by the Parish
Council.

There are a number of threads
running through the work being
undertaken. Two of these threads
focus on safeguarding our

environment and preserving the
village's heritage. This involves
identifying and protecting green
spaces and heritage assets.

A third, and very significant
thread, is intended to influence
future developments within the
village. The aim of this is to
ensure that any future
developments harmonise with the
existing character of the village.

Green Spaces and Views

Located on a hilltop, Aston
Abbotts offers breathtaking views
across Aylesbury Vale which are
highly valued by the local
community. The neighbourhood
plan will explicitly identify these
vantage points to discourage any
future developments that might
compromise the integrity of these
wonderful viewpoints.

Green spaces are areas primarily
designated for nature
conservation, recreation, or
aesthetic purposes. They play a
vital role in enhancing our
environment, promoting
biodiversity, providing recreational
opportunities, and contributing to
the overall well-being of residents
within our community.

Maps showing the green spaces
and views will be on display at the
Showcase event.

Submission Stage (Issue 1)
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Extract from December 2023 Chronicle (cont.)

Heritage Assets

It is proposed to explicitly identify
23 heritage assets. Nine of these
are already listed by English
Heritage. A further fourteen
assets have been identified by the
steering group. Consultation with
private owners of assets will be
undertaken prior to their inclusion
in the plan. The full list will be
displayed at the showcase event.

Influencing Future Developments

The steering group have
commissioned a design guide
which will shape future
development in the village.

The parish-wide design guide aims
to guide future development in the
parish, of any scale (house
extensions or conversions, infill
development and/or larger
developments). It is informed and
shaped by the local character of
Aston Abbotts and promotes
design that is sensitive to its
context.

A key part of the development of
the design guide has been the
definition of “character areas”
within the parish. The design guide
provides design guidance and
codes which are specific to the
individual character areas.

A map of the character areas will
be on display at the Showcase

event and a draft copy of the
design guide will be available for
people to view.

How much is this costing?

The Parish Council has obtained
grants to fund the development of
the design guide and other
consultations.

Showcase Event

Please come along for a showcase
of key elements of the
neighbourhood plan on Thursday
7th December.

The information will be presented
on display boards and members of
the steering group will be there to
answer questions.

The village hall will be open
between 7:30pm and 8:30pm.
There’s no formal presentation so
please drop in anytime.

You are more than welcome to
enjoy a complementary glass of
wine and some nibbles while taking
in the information.

Those attending the coffee morning
(10:00 to 11:30) will also have the
opportunity to view the display
boards.

I look forward to seeing you there.
Trevor Hall
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G.2. Email Postbox - Calling Notice

From: postbox[at]aston-abbotts.co.uk _>

Sent: 05 December 2023 09:02

To: I

Subject: POSTBOX: Neighbourhood Plan Showcase Event - Thurs 7th Dec
Attachments: NP Showcase Notice.pdf

Neighbourhood Plan Showcase Event - Thurs 7th Dec

We hope you can come along to the Village Hall this Thursday (7th) evening, between
19:30 and 20:30 for our Neighbourhood Plan Showcase Event. No formality, just drop in
anytime.

The Parish Council’s small, but dedicated, steering group have been developing our
Neighbourhood Plan. The work they have undertaken so far has several threads running
through it. Two of these threads focus on safeguarding our environment and preserving
the village's heritage. A third, and very significant thread, is intended to influence future
developments within the village.

A snapshot of this work will be on display, and you'll have the opportunity to meet
members of the steering committee.

We look forward to seeing you there.

Trevor Hall

[‘Trevor Hat |

Chair, Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee
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Email Postbox calling Notice - Attachment

Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan
Showcase Event

Thurs 7th December Wi
7:30pm-8:30pm 'N€ and nibbles proyijgeq |
Village Hall e

gfiucico 1our Futypy

You are invited to have your say. If you believe there are things we
have missed or other aspects we should consider, you will have the
opportunity to share you thoughts with the steering group.

There’s no formal presentation so please drop in anytime
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G.3. Facebook Post

& "= Aston Abbotts Community
-

i Chris Phillips
I W G Decernber 2023

Cveryone invited.
TOMORROW, Thursday, 7th December 2023.

730pm - E30pm... See mare

Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan
Showcase Event

Thurs 7th December Wi :

7:30pm-8:30pm Ine and nibbles Provided

Village Hall

our Vol

YOL aré invited To Nave Your say

-

If you believe there are things we
have missed or ether aspects we should consider, you will have the

opportunity to share you thoughts with the stsering group

There’s no formal presentation so please drop in anytime
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G.4. Display Panel
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Topics and Aspirations

m-m—nd-pm-»‘- design guide
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Beyond producing the Design Guide, the steering
group has been identifying the essential elements
that define the character of our village.

The details p here are just a snap
and you are invihesl to have your say.

If you believe there are things we have missed
or other aspects we should consider, please
share your thoughts with us.

Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group:

Trevor Hall (Chair) _ trevor.haligastonabbotis-pe gov.uk
Jane Baylis jane. baylis@astonabbolts-pc. gov. uk
Jene Pesied _jane plesied@estonabboli-pc govik
Y

Kate
Janet Walker
Neil Redding
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G.5. Photographs of Display Panel in Village Hall

Location of panel for the Coffee Group

Location of panel for evening Showcase Event

Submission Stage (Issue 1)

59

0199-CON



Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Consultation Statement

AppendixH. Annual Parish Meeting September 2024
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H.1. Speaker’s Notes

e It’s been quite a journey since we undertook the parish-wide survey two years ago, but
I'm pleased to announce that the first draft of our neighbourhood plan is nearing
completion with the aim of publishing it around the end of May.

e However, there are still several stages to be navigate before the planis adopted and I’ll
briefly walk you through them.

e Thefirst stage is the pre-submission consultation, which is organized by the parish
council and will start when the draft plan is published next month.

e This consultation, lasting six weeks, invites all residents, and other stakeholders to
review the plan and provide valuable feedback. This also includes statutory
consultees such as environment agencies and service providers

o We will review all feedback and refine the document, leading to the submission of a
second draft to the Buckinghamshire Council planning authority.

e Fromthen onwards, Buckinghamshire Council assumes control, initiating a second
consultation.

e Following the second consultation, an independent examiner will consider all
representations received and will assess the plan to ensure its compliance with legal
requirements and it follows valid planning principles.

e The fourth stage involves a local referendum, allowing residents to vote on the plan's
adoption, which will require a simple majority for approval.

e Assuming it receives majority support, Buckinghamshire Council will formally adopt it
as part of the statutory development plan, granting it legal status and weight in
planning decisions.

e While the exact timescales for Buckinghamshire Council's stages are difficult to
estimate, we hope we can achieve adoption before the year's end.

e There’s one other point I’d like to mention, the Neighbourhood Plan comprises several
components.

e Upon adoption, there will be two primary reference documents: the Neighbourhood
Plan itself and the Aston Abbotts Design Guide, which is a document providing design
codes and checklists for developers to adhere to.

e And, throughout the planning process, we have produced more than ten background
Evidence Reports which have informed our decisions.

e Alldocuments will be provided on the parish council website at the start of the public
consultation, and we will organise some open sessions in the village hall for those that
cannot access them online.

e Your participation and feedback are important in getting the plan adopted. Without a
neighbourhood plan, we risk losing control over our community's development, leaving
us vulnerable to decisions that may not align with our values.

e Please canl askyou all to participate during the consultations and support the plan’s
adoption.

Thank you
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.1. Homepage for the Neighbourhood Plan

Home Parish Council v Neighbourhood Plan News Diary

Contact Useful Links

Neighbourhood Plan

NOTICE OF NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN PUBLIC CONSULTATION UNDER
REGULATION 14

The Parish Council has been developing the Neighbourhood Plan since
conducting a comprehensive parish-wide survey in 2022. The plan and its
supporting documents are now complete and are being published for a formal
six-week public consultation.

The consultation opens at 12 noon on Monday 1st July 2024, ending at 5pm
on Monday 19th August 2024.

For full details on the consultation process and how you can participate please
click on Pre-submission Public Consultation. For further information on the
subsequent stages necessary for the Plan's full adoption, please click on Next
Steps.

What is the Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan?

The Neighbourhood Plan is a way for our community to influence the planning
and development of the area in which we live and work. It will:

* Provide a shared vision for the village.

* |nfluence the design and scope of any future developments.

s |nfluence the development of any new infrastructure and leisure
facilities.

e |dentify and protect important local green spaces or other treasured
assets.

¢ Define aspirations for the parish.

It provides a range of local policies aimed at protecting the character of the
Parish and ensuring that any development is appropriate and sustainable, and
accompanied by the necessary infrastructure.

Pre-Submission Public

Consultation

Consultation Feedback

Form

Neighbourhood Plan &

Design Guide

Consultation Statement

Evidence Reports
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Homepage for the Neighbourhood Plan (cont.)

Understanding the Plan

The ‘Neighbourhood Plan’ has more than one component. When the Plan is
finally adopted, there are two documents that will be the main reference for
planners and developers. These are:

¢ The Neighbourhood Plan Document
* Aston Abbotts Design Guide

The Design Guide is known as a technical document accompanying the Plan,
Its purpose is to provide design codes and checklists that property developers
should adhere to.

In producing the Plan, numerous background Evidence Reports have been
produced which have informed the Plan and explain how decisions were
made.

Finally, there is another background report which is the Consultation
Statement which outlines the engagement with the local community and
other stakeholders during the development of the plan.

We can influence development, not stop it altogether

The Neighbourhood Plan does not allocate any sites for housing development,
but it must comply with Buckinghamshire Council's Aylesbury Vale Area Local
Plan (VALP) and the government's wider policy of sustainable development.
This means that it is inevitable that some new housing will have to be built in
the future. Hence its importance.

Once adopted, the Plan will have legal force in setting out what development is
acceptable in our parish and for what reasons. Developers and local authority
planners will have to take notice of it. Without a Neighbourhood Plan, we as a
village will have little control over any development that takes place and will
receive less community funds from those developments.
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.2. Next Steps page
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Home Parish Council v Neighbourhood Plan News Diary Contact Useful Links

Neighbourhood Plan Next Steps

What is the process?

Before our Neighbourhood Plan can be adopted, we must complete the
following stages:

+ Pre-submission Consultation

+ Submission Consultation

* Examination

+ Referendum

+ Adoption

Pre-submission Consultation

This stage is formally called Regulation 14 Consultation and is a major
milestone for any Neighbourhood Plan’s journey. It is a statutory consultation
that must run for a minimum of six weeks. Notification of the consultation will
be provided shortly.

For this stage, the draft plan is presented to the community and other
consultees for their feedback before it is formally submitted to the local
planning authority. This consultation enables residents, stakeholders, and
statutory consultees to review the plan and provide their input, ensuring that
their views are incorporated into the final version. Statutory consultees include
environmental agencies, historical preservation organisations, and
infrastructure providers,

Submission Consultation

This stage is formally called Regulation 16 Consultation. It occurs after the
neighbourhood plan has been finalized by the community and formally
submitted to the Buckinghamshire Council planning autharity. During this
stage, the authority conducts a further consultation with residents,
stakeholders, and statutory consultees. The submission consultation period
must run for a minimum of six weeks.

Examination

Following the submission consultation, an independent examiner assesses the
plan, considering the representations received during the Submission
Consultation, to ensure it meets legal requirements and is sound in terms of
planning principles.

Pre-Submission Public

Consultation

Consultation Feedback

Form

Neighbourhood Plan &

Design Guide

Consultation Statement

Evidence Reports
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Next Steps page (cont.)

Referendum

The plan is then subject to a local referendum, where residents in the area
covered by the plan vote on its adoption, The referendum requires a simple
majority of those who vote,

Adoption

If the plan receives majority support in the referendum, Buckinghamshire
Council planning authority formally adopts it as part of the statutory
development plan for the area, providing it with legal status and weight in
planning decisions.

The term “Made” is the formal term for when the Plan is adopted.
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1.3.

Pre-Submission Public Consultation page

Home Parish Council v Neighbourhood Plan News Diary Contact Useful Links

Neighbourhood Plan Pre-
Submission Public Consultation

Publication of Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan (Pre-Submission)

Aston Abbotts Parish Council, as the qualifying body, has prepared a
Neighbourhood Plan (the Plan) for the period to 2039 for the Parish of Aston
Abbotts. The Plan sets out a vision for the future of the parish and planning
policies which will be used to determine planning proposals locally.

Aston Abbotts Parish Council is now inviting comments on the proposals in
this Pre-Submission version of the Plan before it is submitted to
Buckinghamshire Council for formal consideration and wider consultation.

THE CONSULTATION OPENS AT 12 NOON ON MONDAY 1st JULY 2024,
ENDING AT Spm ON MONDAY 19th AUGUST 2024.

Where to view the Plan

Click on the following links to view the Plan and is associated documents:
* Neighbourhood Plan and Design Guide
+ Evidence Reports

¢ Consultation Statement

Copies of the Plan and supporting documentation will also be placed in the
Village Hall and in St James’s Church,

Village Hall Drop-in Sessions

There will be two drop-in sessions at the Village Hall on Sunday 14th July,
between 15:30 and 16:30, and on Thursday 25th July between 19:30 and
20:30, at which representatives of the Parish Council will be available to
answer guestions.

Pre-Submission Public

Consultation

Consultation Feedback

Form

MNeighbourhood Plan &

Design Guide

Consultation Statement

Evidence Reports
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Pre-Submission Public Consultation page (cont.)

Providing your views

We urge you to take the time to read the Plan. This is your opportunity to
provide feedback, including any concerns, suggestions, or omissions. You can
submit feedback via the online Consultation Feedback Form or using paper
forms available with the Plan at the Village Hall and St James's Church.

Who can participate?

Any resident, property owner, landowner or person who runs a business in
Aston Abbotts can provide feedback on the Plan.

If you are a tenant, please can you make your landlord aware of the
consultation.

Contacting us

If you have questions but can't attend a drop-in session, please submit a
feedback form with your question in the comment box.
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1.4. Feedback Form

Home Parish Council ¥ Neighbourhood Plan News Diary Contact Useful Links

Neighbourhood Plan Feedback
Form

Pre-Submission Public

5 ) Consultation
Please complete one form for every section, page or paragraph you wish to

comment on. Consultation Feedback

FORMS MUST BE SUBMTTED BEFORE THE CLOSING DEADLINE OF 5pm ON 1200

MONDAY 19th AUGUST 2024. .
Neighbourhood Plan &

When providing feedback, please complete one form for every section, page or Design Guide

paragraph you wish to comment on.

Consultation Statement
Please be aware that we will not accept comments that are anonymous,
irrelevant to the content of the Neighbourhood Plan, racist, abusive, or Evidence Reports

libellous.

Your comments will be made publicly available however your personal details
will not be and will only be used for reference purposes. Please refer to our
Privacy Statement.

Consultation Feedback Form

Your Name (required)

Your Email (required)
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Feedback Form (cont.)

Your Address (required)

Which section, page or paragraph of the Plan* are you commenting on?
*If commenting on an evidence report, please include the name of the report
(required)

Please state your comments or concerns.(required)

3000
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Feedback Form (cont.)

Please tell us what alternative approach would help alleviate your concerns.

Is there anything missing from the Plan?

3000

I'm not a robot =
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I.5. Plan and Designh Guide page
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Home Parish Council v MNeighbourhood Plan News Diary Contact Useful Links

Neighbourhood Plan and Design
Guide

When the Plan is finally adopted, the Neighbourhood Plan document and the
Aston

Abbotts Design Guide are the two documents that will be the main reference
for

planners and developers.

A booklet has been produced to introduce the Plan. It serves as a simple guide Design Guide
to the Plan's role and provides a summary of its content.

The Neighbourhood Plan, Summary Document and Design Guide can be

viewed or downloaded using the links below: Evidence Reports
x NP Guide and Summary - pdf.pdf 473,35 KB
Open Dovwnload Copy Link
z Aston Abbotts Design Guide 2024.pdf 3.37 MB
—
Open Download Copy Link
! Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan 2024.pdf 4,94 MB
be—
Open Download Copy Link
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Home Parish Council v Meighbourhood Plan News Diary Contact Useful Links

Neighbourhood Plan Consultation
Statement

Pre-Submission Public
: y ) . Consultation

The Consultation Statement provides details of the consultation process
adopted gp to the publication of the pre-submission draft for Regulation 14 Cansultation Feedback
consultation, This statement ensures transparency and demonstrates that the
plan reflects local needs and aspirations, complying with legal requirements
for community participation in the planning process.

On completion of the Regulation 14 consultation, the document will be
updated with summaries of key issues raised from the feedback, and the Design Guide

Form

Neighbourhood Plan &

responses to them.
Consultation Statement

Evidence Reports

z Consultation Statement.pdf 5.04 MB
i em——)

Open Download Copy Link
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I.7. Evidence Reports page
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Home Parish Council v Neighbourhood Plan News Diary Contact Useful Links

Neighbourhood Plan Evidence
Reports

Pre-Submission Public

Consultation
What is an Evidence Report?

. . - . Consultation Feedback
Evidence reports serve as a factual basis for decision-making and help to ?

ensure that the neighbourhood plan is well-informed, and evidence based. Form

They provide the findings of the assessment of data along with the

methodology and criteria that was used. Neighbourhood Plan &
Design Guide

The source data for most of the assessments was the response to the parish-

wide survey undertaken in 2022. The complete results of the survey are Consultation Statement

provided in a standalone evidence report and it is these results which are then

analysed in the specific evidence reports. Reference was also made to the Evidence Reports

2021 UK Census data. The survey results and census data are provided in the
following evidence reports:

e 2022 Survey Results
* 2021 Census Data

The main evidence reports cover the following topics:

* Community and Facilities

¢ Footpaths and Bridleways

* Heritage Assets

* Housing and Settlement Boundary
* local Business

¢ Local Green Spaces

s Natural Environment

e Protected Views

¢ Traffic Calming and Parking

A further evidence report was also produced which specifically addresses
issues that have been raised by the community. It also discusses aspirations

and Parish Council actions:

s |ssues, Aspirations and Parish Council Actions

Submission Stage (Issue 1) 74 0199-CON



Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan

Consultation Statement

Evidence Reports page (cont.)

3

2]

B

Housing and Settlement Boundary.pdf

Open Download

Issues Aspirations Actions.pdf

Local Business,pdf

Dpen Download

Natural Environment.pdf

Open Download

2022 Survey Results.pdf

Qpen Dovenload

2021 Census Data.pdf

Dpen Download

All evidence reports can be viewed or downloaded using the links below:

1.6 MB

Copy Link

1.42 MB

Copy Link

907.06 KB

Copy Link

5.35 MB

Copy Link

838 MB

Copy Link

268.32 KB

Copy Link
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Evidence Reports page (cont.)

Ao

¥

is

x|

[>

Community and Facilities,pdf

Open Download

Footpaths and Bridleways.pdf

Open Download

Heritage Assets.pdf

Open Download

Local Green Spaces.pdf

Open Dovwnload

Protected Views.pdf

Open Downioad

Traffic Calming and Parking.pdf

Dpen Download

515,18 KB

Copy Link

1.66 MB

Copy Link

4.05 MB

Copy Link

2.86 MB

Copy Link

2.78 MB

Copy Link

3.96 MB

Copy Link
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AppendixJ. Regulation 14 Consultation Notification to
Residents
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J.1. Extract from July 2024 Chronicle

Aston Abbotts Chronicle

July 2024 Issue 450
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Extract from December 2023 Chronicle (cont.)

THE ASTON ABBOTTS
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

o“ Aaso

&

Nenghbourhood

T

2024-2039

Pre-submission Draft
March 2024

The Parish Council is pleased to
announce that the Aston Abbotts
Neighbourhood Plan is now
published for the first round of
public consultation. The Plan is
available on the Parish Council
website: astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk

Simply click on “Neighbourhood
Plan” on the menu bar.

The Plan will now undergo a six-week
public consultation. Full details of the
consultation are provided on the
website.

For those who cannot access the
documents online, copies will be
placed on display in the Village Hall
and the Church. There will also be
two drop-in sessions at the Village
Hall where representatives of the
Parish Council will be available to
answer guestions.  You will be
notified of the dates of these sessions
shortly.

The Neighbourhood Plan is a way for
our community to influence the

planning and development of our
parish.

We urge you to take the time to read
the Plan. This will be your
opportunity to provide feedback,
including any concerns, suggestions
or omissions. You can submit
feedback via an online form or using
paper forms available with the Plan at
the Village Hall and the Church.

Any resident, property owner,
landowner or person who runs a
business in the parish can provide
feedback on the Plan.

Following this first consultation, the
Plan will undergo a second
consultation after which it will then
be  subject to independent
examination to ensure it meets legal
requirements andissoundinterms of
planning principles. Finally, it will be
subject to a local referendum, where
residents in the parish vote on its
adoption. Remember, this is your
chance to influence the future of
Aston Abbotts.

'T GOT LUCKY. THEY PIPNT NOTICE 1 FU&:J'N TO
PLANNING APPLICATIONS FOR THE SAME OITE"

12
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J.2.

Flyer

o“‘ ABG'O Aston Abbotts Parish Council

“id.o IMPORTANT
%\pe'g E;L: 002 Notice of Neighbourhood Plan
B, < Public Consultation underRegulation 14

Maracrer

Publication of Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan (Pre-Submission)

Aston Abbotts Parish Council, as the qualifying body, has prepared a Neighbourhood
Plan (the Plan) for the period to 2039 for the Parish of Aston Abbotts. The Plan setsouta
vision for the future of the parish and planning policies which will be used to determine
planning proposals locally.

Aston Abbotts Parish Council is now inviting comments on the proposals in this
Pre-Submission version of the Plan before it is submitted to Buckinghamshire Council
for formal consideration and wider consultation.

The consultation opens at 12 noon on Monday 1st July 2024,
for a period of six weeks, ending at 5pm on Monday 19th August 2024.

Where to view the Plan

The Plan is available online on the Neighbourhood Plan pages on the Parish Council’s
website at astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plan/

Copies of the Plan and supporting documentation will also be placed in the Village Hall
and in St James’s Church.

Village Hall Drop-in Sessions

There will be two drop-in sessions at the Village Hall on Sunday 14th July, between
15:30 and 16:30, and on Thursday 25th July between 19:30 and 20:30, at which
representatives of the Parish Council will be available to answer questions.

Providing your views

We urge you to take the time to read the Plan. This is your opportunity to provide
feedback, including any concerns, suggestions, or omissions. You can submit feedback
via the online form on the Neighbourhood Plan pages of the Parish Council’s website or
using paper forms available with the Plan at the Village Hall and St James’s Church.

Who can participate?

Any resident, property owner, landowner or person who runs a business in Aston
Abbotts can provide feedback on the Plan.

If you are a tenant, please can you make your landlord aware of the consultation.

Contact details

If you can’t access the Plan orhave questions but can’t attend a drop-in session, please
contact us at ourplan@astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk or approach a member of the Parish
Council. You can also contact the Clerk, Liz van Hullen, on | NN
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Flyer (cont.)

Whatis the Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan?

Neighbourhood Planning was initiated through the Localism Act (2011) and the
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations (2012). These were part of the
Government's vision to provide local communities with the opportunity to engage and
have a say in what goes on in their area.
The Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan is a way for our community to influence the
planning and development of the area in which we live and work. It will:

e Provide a shared vision for the village.
Influence the design and scope of any future developments.
Influence the development of any new infrastructure and leisure facilities.
Identify and protect important local green spaces or other treasured assets.
Define aspirations for the parish.

It provides a range of local policies aimed at protecting the character of the parish and
ensuring that any development is appropriate, sustainable, and accompanied hy the
necessary infrastructure.

We caninfluence development, not stop it altogether

The Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan does not allocate any sites for housing
development, but it must comply with Buckinghamshire Council's Aylesbury Vale Area
Local Plan (VALP) and the government’s wider policy of sustainable development. This
means that it is inevitable that some new housing will have to be built in the future,
hence its importance.

Once adopted, the Plan will have legal force in setting out what development is
acceptable in our parish and for what reasons. Developers and local authority planners
will have to take notice of it. Without a Neighbourhood Plan, we as a village will have
little control over any development that takes place and will receive less community
funds from those developments.

What is Regulation 14?

Regulation 14 is a major milestone for any Neighbourhood Plan's journey. It is a
statutory consultation period that must be run for a minimum of six weeks, and it gives
local residents and other statutory consultees the opportunity to comment on the draft
Neighbourhood Plan. All comments must be taken into consideration.

Why should | submit feedback?

Feedback is very important and is actively encouraged as every comment will be read
and carefully considered.

What happens next?

After the Regulation 14 consultation, feedback will be addressed and the Plan revised. It
will then be submitted to Buckinghamshire Council for a further period of consultation.
An independent examiner will then review the Plan to ensure its compliance with
regulations. The final stage will be a local referendum and, upon achieving a simple
majority, it will be adopted by Buckinghamshire Council.
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J.3.

Email Postbox Notice

From: vostoox -

Sent: 30 June 2024 15:08
To:
Subject: POSTBOX: Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan - Public Consultation

Forthe small, dedicated steering group, it has been quite a journey since the parish-wide
survey two years ago. Their hard work has culminated in the publication of the first draft of the
Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan and the initiation of the first round of public consultation.

The Plan and its associated documents are now available online on the Parish Council
website at astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plan/. The website also provides details
of the consultation process, which runs from 12 noon on Monday, 1st July 2024, for a period
of sixweeks, ending at 5 pm on Monday, 12th August 2024.

If you are a resident, property owner, landowner or person who runs a business in Aston
Abbotts, you are invited to participate in the consultation and provide feedback, including any
concerns, suggestions, or omissions. Feedback is a crucial aspect of the process and is
actively encouraged, as every comment will be read and carefully considered.

Throughout the consultation period, copies of the Plan and supporting documentation can
be viewed in the Village Hall and in St James’s Church. There will be two drop-in sessions at
the Village Hall on Sunday 14th July, from 15:30 to 16:30, and on Thursday 25th July from
19:30 to 20:30. Representatives of the Parish Councilwill be present at these sessions to
answer any questions.

If you are unable to access the Plan or have questions but cannot attend a drop-in session,
please contact us at [ourplan@astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk] or approach a member of the Parish

Council. You can also contact the Clerk, Liz van Hullen, on

I would like to extend my gratitude to the volunteers of the steering group for their dedication
and effort in reaching this milestone.

Trevor Hall

Parish Councillor and Chair of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

If you want to unsubscribe from this {groupname} Group click here

To file a complaint please send an eMail to: ['Cemplaints'[ Complaints |GG
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J.4. Facebook Post

& Jane Baylis
Tuly- @

| hope that everyone is now aware of the Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan. It has been 2 years
in the making and now the first round of public consultation can take place.

Please V|5|t the Pansh Councul website as we now need your input at astonabbotts
)C.gC od-plan/. Details are also provided on the consultatlon process which
runs from 12 noon, 1st JuIy to 5pm 12th August 2024.

Feedback from residents, property owners, landowners or a person running a business in the
village is critical.

There are also 2 drop in sessions arranged and further details of these are on the Parish Council
website.

If you have difficulty in accessing the plan or any questions, please contact a member of the
Parish Council or our clerk on . Comments on FB won't be followed.

Thank you.
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Appendix K. Regulation 14 Consultation Notification to
Statutory Consultees
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K.1.

Email Template used for Notifying Statutory Consultees

From:

Sent:

To:

Subject: Aston Abbotts Statutory Consultees Notice

STATUTORY CONSULTEES NOTICE:
Aston Abbotts Parish Council (HP22 4LY) is preparing a Neighbourhood Plan covering the whole Parish.

In accordance with the 2012 Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations (Regulation 14), the Draft
Neighbourhood Plan is out to formal consultation from 12:00 midday 1% July to 17:00 19" August 2024.

In addition to engaging local people, community organisations and businesses in the Parish, the Parish Council
wishes to obtain the views of statutory bodies and other interested organisations at each stage of the Plan. Your
comments are, therefore, invited. Should you have no comment to offer please indicate this in your response; and if
this email have been addressed incorrectly within your organisation please either forward it on or advise us of the
correct person to send it to.

The Draft Plan and accompanying documents are on the Neighbourhood Plan pages of the Parish Council website:
https://astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plan/

The website offers an online feedback form, which is the recommended way to submit comments. Alternatively, you
can email your feedback to the following address:

‘Ourplan’

If you have any queries, please contact the parish clerk, Liz van Hullen, who is managing the process on behalf of the
Parish Council. Her contact details are:

E-mail: ‘Clerk’|

Post:

The Parish Council looks forward to receiving any comment by the close of the consultation.

Kind regards

Liz van Hullen
Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer
Aston Abbotts Parish Council

The Parish Council is committed to maintaining
your privacy— Please see our Privacy Policy
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L.1. Postbox Email

Sent: 03 July 2024 15:50

To:

Subject: POSTBOX: Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan
Attachments: AANP Guide and Summary.pdf

To accompany the Neighbourhood Plan published at the weekend, we have created a booklet
as a concise introduction to the Plan. It serves as a simple guide to the Plan's role and
provides a summary of its content. The booklet is attached and will soon be uploaded to the
Neighbourhood Plan pages on the Parish Council Website.

Trevor Hall

Parish Councillor and Chair of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

If you want to unsubscribe from this {groupname} Group click here
To file a complaint please send an eMail to: ['Complaints'
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Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Guide and Summary Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Guide and Summary

Purpose of this booklet

This booklet provides an overview of the Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan (the
Plan). It serves solely as a guide to explain the role of the Plan and summarise its

Contents content.
Purpose of this booklet 1 Please note that this document has no statutory significance and is not part of the
" formal consultation process. To participate in the public consultation, it is essential
Overview 1
to read the full Plan.
Role of the Plan 2
Visionand Aims 2 Overview
Who is covered by the Plan a4 The Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan is a community-led framework for guiding
. . the future development and conservation of the parish. It defines policies that
Design Guide 5
influence planning decisions, ensuring that future development reflects the specific
Evidence Reports 5 needs and priorities of the community. Once the planis adopted, any future
planning application will have to take account of policies contained within the Plan.
Noteworthy features 5
g Sitting above the Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan is Buckinghamshire Council’'s
Other topics 7 “Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan”™ (VALP). The VALP sets out the long-term vision and
Issues and Aspirations 8 strategic context for managing and accommodating growth within Aylesbury Vale

until 2033,

Within the latest VALP, Aston Abbottsisclassified as a 'smaller village' with no
future housing requirement allocated. Consequently, the Aston Abbotts
Neighbourhood Plan does not designate any sites for housing development.
However, it is acknowledged that changing council and government policies may
necessitate some new housingin the future. Additionally, evenwithout a housing
allocation, applications for alterations to existing properties and small-scale
developments could still be submitted.

To ensure that new housing development aligns with the character of the village, a
Design Guide has been produced that defines design codes and provides a checklist
against which design proposals should be evaluated. Additionally, a settlement
boundary has been defined to prevent outward expansion of the village, thereby
protecting the surrounding countryside. The plan also defines sustainable
development policies.

Equally important, the Plan defines policies to protect features that are valued by the
community including local green spaces, heritage assets, and countryside views.
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Role of the Plan

The Plan deals with the important land use and environmental gualities of the parish
that have beenidentified by the residents during various consultation events.

* [t sets out a clear vision for the parish overthe plan peried, from 2024 to
2038.

* [t refers tothe issues raised and suggests how they can be approached
through planning policies and aspirations.

* [t contains policies to protect the parish and to enable appropriate
development, to meet local needs for houses and jobs.

* [t acknowledges that some development might be appropriate, provided it
meetsthe policiesin this plan and the current strategic plan for the whole
district.

* [t contains detailed maps of the parish and village showingthe protected
and important features.

Vision and Aims

The development of the Plan has been guided by the vision that:

Aston Abbotts' rural and histeric character and hilltop setting will be valued
and enhanced. The strong sense of community spirit will be strengthened
such that existing and new residents will enjoy good health and wellbeing.
The design of all new development will be of the highest quality and respect
the character and heritage of the Parish.

At the outset of the plan's development, eight aims were established. The table
overleaf shows these aims, their corresponding policies, and the page references
within the Planwhere the policies are detailed.

Neighbourhood Plan Aims

Policies

Plan page
number

1 | The ruralcharacter and natural
environment of the Parish including
landscape features, biodiversity and
green spaces will be enhanced and
protected.

RC1: Rural Character

16

MNE1: Protecting the Landscape

20

NEZ2: Biodiversity

21

5D1: Development within the
Settlement Boundary

23

2 | The historic characterand heritage
assets of the parish will be preserved
and enhanced.

HE1: Conservation Area and its
Setting

HEZ2: Protecting and enhancing
local heritage assets

3 | High guality design will be secured in
all new deve lopment reflecting the
distinctive character of Aston
Abbotts.

5D2: High Quality Design

SD3: Provision of energy and
water efficient buildings

4 | Existing community facilities will be
protected. New facilities or
improvements to existing facilities
will be encouraged to enhance
opportunitiesfor community
cohesion andwellbeing.

C1: Community facilities

5 | Formal and informal amenity spaces
will be protected and enhanced, and
Local Green Space designated to
protect those spaces of particular
community value.

C2: Local Green Spaces

6 | Existing local businesses, including
farms, home-based and rural
businesses will be supported. Small
scale new businesses will be
encouraged in the Parish.

C3: Supporting Local Business
and Agriculture

7 | New development will be
accompanied by traffic calming
measures and appropriate parking.

TT1: Transport

32

8 | The public footpath and bridleway
network will be improved and
extended to be safe and accessible
with additional links.

TT2: Public Rights of Way

Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Guide and Summary

Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Guide and Summary

Who is covered by the Plan

The Plan covers residents, property owners, landowners or people who run a
business in the Parish of Aston Abbotts, the boundary of which is shown below.

Design Guide

It is very important that the design of any development respects the unique
character of the village. To ensure this, a Design Guide has beencreatedasa

standalone technical document accompanying the Plan. The Design Guide aims to
shape future development in the parish, regardless of scale (house extensions or
conversions, infill development and/or larger developments). Informed and shaped
by the local character of Aston Abbotts, the Design Guide provides design codes and
achecklist for evaluating design proposals.

Evidence Reports

During the development of the Plan, evidence was gathered which was used to
inform its content and policies. This evidence has been documented in several
evidence reports which detail the source of information, methodologies used to
assessthe information, and conclusions. Whilst the evidence reports do not form
part of the final Plan, they have been made available for reference.

The full list of evidence reports is:
s 2021 Census Data
e 2022 Survey Results
s Community and Facilities
* Footpaths and Bridleways
* Heritage Assets
* Housing and Settlement Boundary
* LocalBusinesses
* Local Green Spaces
& Natural Environment
* Parish Issues, Aspirations and Parish Council Actions
* ProtectedViews
s Traffic Calming, Heavy Vehicles and Parking

Noteworthy features

The parish-wide survey identified many features that the community values highly
and that significantly contribute to the distinctive character of the village and its
surroundings. These features have been given specific designations within the Plan
as shown opposite.
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Local Green Spaces
* Recreation Ground
* Churchyard
* The Village Green
* Vic Scott Memorial Orchard
& Allotments

Non-designated Heritage Assets
* Tomb of Rear Admiral Sir James Clark Ross
*  War Memorial
* The Village Pump
* The Village Hall
s Lime tree on thevillage green
*  Finger signpost onthe village green
* Methodist Chapel
* Overstone Cottages (four terraces)
* Ordnance Survey Trig Pillar located in the Village Orchard
* lines Hill Gates
& Bellsin StJames the Great Church

Countryside Protected Views
* Whitchurch North footpath by Freemasons Wood looking north
* North Bridleway looking northwest
# Cublington Footpath near Badgers Oak Farm looking west
* Lines Hill, wide panorama over the Vale of Aylesbury
* The Grove looking across earthworks towards village green
*  Footpath by Chapmans Lea looking northeast towards Wing
* Recreation Ground looking south
* Footpath to Wing looking east towards Chiltern Hills

Village Protected Views
s The Village Green (three views)
# The Green towards Old Cottage
s MoatLane, onenteringthe village
* Cublington Road, on entering the village
* Wingrave Road, on enteringthe village

Other topics
The following summarises other topics covered inthe Plan
Protection of the Landscape and Biodiversity

The plan seeks to protect and enhance the historic and natural landscape of the
Parish, including field ponds, mature trees and hedgerows. New developments will
be required to protect and enhance existing natural features of sites and provide at
least 10% net gain in biodiversity.

Community

The provision of new community facilities will be encouraged. The following
community facilities will be retained and planning applications which result in either
the loss of or significant harm to the facilities will be resisted:

*  VilageHal

* Recreation Ground

* Allotments

* Orchard

Business

Proposals forthe development of new small businesses and for the expansion or
diversification of existing businesses, including farm-based operations, will be
encouraged, providing that they meet specific conditions.

Traffic and Transport

It is recognised that issues around traffic calming and vehicle speedis a significant
concern for most residents. New development should include measures that that
keep traftic speeds low and improve the provision of pavements and access for
pedestrians, cyclists and horse-riders. Additionally, new developments must
provide off-street parking.

Public Rights of Way

The rights of way network will be retained and enhanced. Mew footpath and
bridleway links will be encouraged, within the village, extending the Village Circular
Walk and to the wider countryside.

Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Guide and Summary

Issues and Aspirations

The ‘Parish Issues, Aspirations and Parish Council Actions' evidence report
examines the comments made by the residents in response to the 2022 parish-wide
survey, many of which raised issues or made suggestions.

The evidence report provides responses to the issues raised and the following
aspirations have been included in the Plan:
* Improvements to the Recreation Ground Play Area
* Lobbyforinclusion of Aston Abbotts within the Buckinghamshire Council's
Freight Strategy to reduce the volume of heavy goods vehicle traffic through
thevillage
* Installation of adult exercise equipment onthe recreation ground
+ Extend the footpath network to add additional circular walks

Issue 2 0220-PLN
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M.2. Email Postbox Notice of First Drop-In Session

From: postbox[at]aston-abbotts.co.uk
Sent: 11 July 2024 08:29

To:

Subject: POSTBOX: Neighbourhood Plan - Drop-in Session this Sunday

Neighbourhood Plan - Drop-in Session this Sunday

The Parish Council invites you to attend the first of two drop-in sessions for the
Neighbourhood Plan public consultation this Sunday, July 14th, from 3:30pm to 4:30pm at the
Village Hall. Representatives from the Parish Council will be available to answer your

questions.

There’s no formality - just pop in at any time. And enjoy complimentary refreshments while
you're there!

The second drop-in session will be held on Thursday, July 25th, from 7:30pm to 8:30pm.
We look forward to seeing you!

Please do not reply to the Postbox - use the contact details in the message. Thank you.

If you want to unsubscribe from this {groupname} Group click here
To file a complaint please send an eMail to: ['Complaints'

M.3. Facebook Post for First Drop-In Session

% Jane Baylis
11 July- @

The Parish Council invites you to attend the first of two drop-in sessions for the Neighbourhood
Plan public consultation this Sunday, July 14th, from 3:30pm to 4:30pm at the Village Hall.

Representatives from the Parish Council will be available to answer your questions.

There’s no formality - just pop in at any time. And enjoy complimentary refreshments while
you're there!

The second drop-in session will be held on Thursday, July 25th, from 7:30pm to 8:30pm.
We look forward to seeing you!
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M.4. Email Postbox Notice of Second Drop-In Session

From: postbox[at]aston-abbotts.co.uk

Sent: 23 July 2024 16:38
To:
Subject: POSTBOX: Neighbourhood Plan - Drop-in Session this Thursday evening

Neighbourhood Plan - Drop-in Session this Thursday evening

The Parish Council invites you to attend the second and final drop-in session for the
Neighbourhood Plan public consultation this Thursday, July 25th, from 7:30pm to 8:30pm at
the Village Hall. Representatives from the Parish Council will be available to answer your

questions.

There’s no formality - just pop in at any time. And enjoy complimentary refreshments while
you're there!

We look forward to seeing you!

Please do not reply to the Postbox - use the contact details in the message. Thank you.

If you want to unsubscribe from this {groupname} Group click here
To file a complaint please send an eMail to: ['Complaints'
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M.5. Facebook Post for Second Drop-In Session

% Jane Baylis
f 23 July- @

The Parish Council invites you to attend the second and final drop-in session for the Neighbourhood
Plan public consultation this Thursday, July 25th, from 7:30pm to 8:30pm at the Village Hall.
Representatives from the Parish Council will be available to answer your questions.

There’s no formality - just pop in at any time. And enjoy complimentary refreshments while you're
there!

We look forward to seeing you!

. 4 13 comments

[b Like Q Comment @ Send

Top comments »

-

James Dell
i

Thanks Jane, Is this different to the last drop in?
8w Like Reply
!‘ Jane Baylis replied - 4 replies

Peter Lucas
I'm afraid | won't be there on Thursday for the drop in session.

Can | ask a question though? It's probably been asked already but, Will the new Labour
Government’s Housing development policies have any major Impact on our Village
Plan?

8w Like Reply

4 } Neil Redding replied - 2 replies

Reg Mayhew

Attended the drop-in session for the Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan this evening.

Thanks and compliments to all those who've put in such hard work to achieve this for
our village.

8w Like Reply

f Jane Baylis replied - 1 reply

Caroline Lane

Good to see all this set out this evening at the drop-in. Thanks!
8w Like Reply 20k
Chris Phillips

@everyone if you can drop in, please do

8w Like Reply ]

Jane Baylis

Yes, please support our Neighbourhood Plan as this has been a lot of work and is for
the future of Aston Abbotts.

8w Like Reply
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Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Drop-in session

14 July 2024

Attendance Record

Name Address (optional)
*’1, ottt iz S
COWN RIGC D 2o AV e

Bob PRQUT NG|

Submission Stage (Issue 1)

96

0199-CON



Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Consultation Statement

M.7. Attendance Record for Second Drop-In Session
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Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Drop-in session

25" July 2024

Attendance Record
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M.8. Photographs

ASTON ABBOTTS
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Three hardcopies of the complete document suite were available to view
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Evening of Thursday 25™ July
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N.1. Extract from October 2024 Chronicle

October 2024 Issue 452
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Extract from October 2024 Chronicle (Cont.)

Your Emails & Posts
Hi Ed

| recently read the draft of the
Aston Abbotts neighbourhood
plan, with interest. In my opinion,
| thought the document was really
well constructed, detailed and
articulate in reflecting my own
views, for sure, to retain and
protect the core characteristics of
our Village and surrounding areas
and views. | hope it achieves an
outcome of the Village avoiding
any eyesore identikit mass
produced soulless dwellings that
would diminish our community;
the like of which are located on
the southern side of Aylesbury. |
congratulate the author(s) of the
document on a job very well done!

Rgds. =g m=ai = ramy

14
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Extract from October 2024 Chronicle (Cont.)

Neighbourhood Plan
Consultation Update
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Submission Stage (Issue 1)
September 2024

The first stage of the
Neighbourhood Plan consultation,
known as the Regulation 14
Consultation, took place from 1st
July to 19th August 2024. During
this period, two drop-in events
were held at the village hall,
allowing residents to ask questions
and share their feedback. The
Neighbourhood Plan Steering
Group would like to extend sincere
thanks to everyone who
participated and to those who
submitted comments.

The consultation wasn’t just
limited to residents of Aston
Abbotts. Buckinghamshire Council
and various statutory consultees,

such as service providers and
Historic England, were also invited
to provide input. In total, we
received 10 comments from
residents, 25 from
Buckinghamshire Council, and 8
responses from statutory
consultees.

Based on the feedback gathered,
the Neighbourhood Plan has been
revised. The next step will be an
Extraordinary General Meeting
(EGM) of the Parish Council on 2nd
October, where the proposal will
be made to submit the revised
Plan to Buckinghamshire Council.
It will then be Buckinghamshire
Council’s responsibility to
undertake the next stage of
consultation, referred to as
Regulation 16 Consultation.

The Neighbourhood Plan pages on
the Aston Abbott Parish Council
website will soon be updated to
include the revised documents
and details of the remaining steps
to get the Plan officially adopted.

24
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0.1.

Residents’ Comments

Table 4 - Residents’ Comments requiring minor or no change

Doc Ref

Page
No

Feedback

Response

Changes to the Neighbourhood Plan

001

General

Comment

Firstly, thanks are due to Trevor Hall and the other
members of the Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan
Steering Group for the time and effort they have putin to
producing this plan.

Sadly, their efforts are entirely wasted. The new
government has announced that it intended to build
hundreds of thousands of houses each year for the next
five years. If, as would seem probable today, they should
win the next general election, this development will
continue well into the next decade. They have already
declared that Green Belt land is not sacrosanct. Whilst it
is unlikely that their targets will be met, it is clear that
they will simply drive a coach and horses through any
neighbourhood plan that is at odds with their objectives.

Suggestion

If we are not to see the fields of Aston Abbotts covered
with concrete and tarmac, the only solution when the
time comes is militant nimbyism. It worked fifty years ago
to prevent Wing-Cublington becoming London’s third
airport; it can work again.

Noted

No change to the Neighbourhood Plan
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Page i
ID Doc Ref N(g) Feedback Response Changes to the Neighbourhood Plan
002 Para12.7 32 Comment Agree with the suggestion Changed para 12.7 to read:
(Traffic and » . ‘A partnership approach between the Parish
Transport) I WO.Uld pre.fer to. see the addition of horse riders and Council and Buckinghamshire Council will be
carriage driversin 12.7 required to improve highway safety and minimise
So it would read: conflicts between road traffic, cyclists,
A partnership approach between the Parish Council and pedestrians, horse riders and carriage drivers.’
Buckinghamshire Council will be required to improve
highway safety and minimise conflicts between road
traffic, cyclists, pedestrians, horse riders and carriage
drivers.
Suggestion
See above
003 Policy HE2 20 Comment This was an omission from the plan, it was included in | Added additional bullet:
the relevant evidence report.
Church Bells are not included as a heritage asset ‘e Church Bells housed in the bell tower’
Suggestion
Add Church Bells to policy
004 Policy HE2 20 Comment Typographical error Changed ‘Sir James Clark’ to ‘Sir James Clark
Ross’
Name incorrect: Sir Kames Clark Ross
Suggestion
Change name
005 Figure 11— 42 Comment Typographical error Changed ‘Sir James Clark’ to ‘Sir James Clark
Policy Map Ross’
Number 1 spells Sir James Clark Ross' name incorrectly
Non- Suggestion
Designate
d Heritage Correct spelling of name
Assets

Submission Stage (Issue 1)

106

0199-CON




Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan

Consultation Statement

Page i
ID Doc Ref Ni Feedback Response Changes to the Neighbourhood Plan
006 Design 25 Comment Itis avalid observation.
guide
CA1.4, windows should be sash on facades or dormer on No change to the Neighbourhood Plan
rooflines — actually the dominant window style in ) )
conservation area north is hinged (casement) windows, Design Guide, Page 25,”bullet CA1.4: “sash” has been
not sash windows — for example Church Row, Church changed to “casement
Farm House, around the north area of the Green. | think
only Home Farm, a different style of building, has sash
windows.
Suggestion
Just correct the guidelines
Omissions
| don't think so
007 Design 35 Comment Itis avalid observation.
guide
3.8 CA6 Wingrave Road, described as having no No change to the Neighbourhood Plan
pavements. This is incorrect as there is now a pavement ) ) )
all the way to the Wingrave crossroads. Design Guide, Page 35, first para of column 2: The
s A sentence “The combination.. .. for pedestrians” has
Suggestion been deleted
Just correct the text
008 Section 13 34 Comment Comment noted. No change to the Neighbourhood Plan
Aspira-
tions, 13.5 Very much in favour of additional circular walks and

happy to see the specific suggestions, although |
understand these are dependent on the consent and
collaboration of landowners.
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0.2. Buckinghamshire Council Comments

Table 5 - Buckinghamshire Council comments requiring minor or no change

Comment | Policy Changes to the Neighbourhood
Page Comment Response
from team | or Para Plan
Planning 1.2 1 The front cover says the plan period is 15 years (to 2039) but 1.2 says the Agree Changed ‘2035’ to ‘2039’ in 1.2 and Page
Policy vision will just be to 2035. The plan vision should be for the whole plan 36, Para 13.14,
period. Corrected header to ‘Aston Abbotts
Neighbourhood Plan 2024-2039’
Planning Fig 2 3 Please add a north arrow, scale car, scale text and any ordnance survey Noted Pages 3 and 37:
Policy license number for the map Scale and north arrow added to Fig. 2
and Fig. 6 (Parish Boundary and
Settlement Boundary).
Scale and north arrow not considered
necessary for other maps which identify
features or areas.
Maps have been obtained from Parish
Online and copyright information has
been added to all maps (Fig 2 and Figs 6
thru 14).
Planning 3.2 5 | For'Henry VIII' please do 'I's rather than '1's Agree Typo corrected
Policy
Planning 5.1 13 | Rather than opening with "The vision is..." within the 'Vision" it would be Agree Changed first sentence of Vision to ‘By
Policy better to say "By 2039, Aston Abbotts rural and historic..." 2039, Aston Abbotts rural and historic...’
Planning 7.2 15 | Typo should be 'respondents’ Noted Typo corrected
Policy
Planning HE2 20 | The plan should show in it or any heritage evidence base what the extent of | Noted but the majority of the assets have no | No change to the Neighbourhood Plan
Policy the curtilage is of each heritage asset so it is clear to the decision taker on | curtilage and those that do (the cottages
planning applications and the hall) have obvious curtilages which
form part of the planning unit.
Planning NE1 21 | To see what this policy adds in difference to the VALP policy NE4, the Noted, but this is not considered necessary | No change to the Neighbourhood Plan
Policy important ponds, mature trees and hedgerows should be shown in the plan | as the policy will be applied for planning
or any landscape evidence base applications within a specified site. To map
all of these features across the Parish would
not be proportionate.
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Comment | Policy Changes to the Neighbourhood
Page Comment Response
from team | or Para Plan
Planning SD3 27 | The policy needs a full stop after 'carbon emissions'. Just to note the VALP | Noted. Typo corrected
Policy provides a water efficiency standard (in policy 15) of 110 litres per person
per day though it is possible for plans being prepared now to justify a more
ambitious standard.
Planning C1 29 | The plan needs to show the extent of the curtilage of these community Noted. Thisis not considered necessary as | No change to the Neighbourhood Plan is
Policy facilities affected by the policy so as and when a planning application there is either no curtilage, or the curtilage |required in relation to curtilage but the
comes forward on land nearby it is clear if it includes buildings, gardens, is obvious. However, it has been noted that | Church of St James has been added to
parking areas, play areas, enclosures, outbuildings etc. the Church of St James has been omitted the list of community facilities.
from the list of community facilities.
DM Policy 17 | Views of particular importance - it would be helpful if where these are Agreed, however this information is already | No change to the Neighbourhood Plan
RC1 shown on the policy map, it could be referenced why these views are set out in the background Evidence Report
important / what is important about them specifically that proposals ‘Protected Views’ which accompanies the
should seek to protect. i.e. why are these views of importance? On entering | Neighbourhood Plan referred to in 7.5
the village, what is it that developments are seeking to protect in terms of
these views?
Key:
PV09 The Village Green (three views)
PV10 The Green towards Old Cottage
PV11 Moat Lane, on entering the village
PV12 Cublington Road, on entering the village
PV13 Wingrave Road, on entering the village
DM Policy 20 | This policy does not appear to cover designated heritage assets, rather only | Designated heritage assets are already No change to the Neighbourhood Plan
HE2 non-designated heritage assets. Is this intentional? Should the policy be protected at national and Local Plan level,
tweaked to refer to Listed Buildings as per The National Heritage List for so there is no need to repeat, see paragraph
England? Or this form a separate policy? 8.8
DM Noting Aston Abbotts is a smaller village in the Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan | Noted, however, it is not considered No change to the Neighbourhood Plan

(VALP), therefore policy D4 of the VALP is applicable where no
neighbourhood planisin place. It is highlighted that Policy D4 of the VALP
supports new development where it “is of a small scale (normally five
dwellings or fewer) (net) and in a location that is in keeping with the existing
form of the settlement and would not adversely affect its character and
appearance”. Would the neighbourhood plan wish to place a similar figure
on the quantum of new development it envisages?

necessary to place a figure on potential
future housing development in the Parish as
it could be construed as a target figure
rather than a repetition of a Local Plan
policy.
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Comment

Policy

Changes to the Neighbourhood

P
from team | or Para age Comment Response Plan
Highways Policy 33 | Whilst Highways DM is supportive that new development should include Noted No change to the Neighbourhood Plan
DM T measures that keep traffic speeds low and improve access for pedestrians,
Trans- cyclists and horse-riders, we must be realistic regarding financial
port contributions and works that we can secure based on the amount of
development proposed. It appears that only relatively small developments
would be acceptable, therefore only relatively minor financial contributions
and improvement works would be justifiable.
Archaeology | Fig10 41 | Historic England not English Heritage Noted, however, this is a designation ‘English Heritage’ replaced with
This figure should be expanded to show the location of the Scheduled already in place and does not need to be ‘Historic England’
Monument. shown on a Policies Map for the NP.
Lead Local |General | N/A |Please find below some general guidance on information that may be useful | Noted No change to the Neighbourhood Plan
Flood to communities preparingneighbourhood plans in relation to flood risk
Authority matters.
(SuDS team)

e Provide local knowledge about historic local flooding experienced
within the neighbourhood plan area. Including the year, location and
source of flooding (e.g. river flooding, surface water,groundwater or
sewer flooding)

e Use of publicly available tools to assess potential development sites in
relation to flood risk. Thiscan include the LPA’s Strategic Flood Risk
Assessments, the Flood map for Planning and the Longterm flood risk
service.

e Ensurethatanyflood risk policies steer future development to
areas of lower flood risk in linewith the National Planning Policy
Framework.

e Ensure that sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) are prioritised to
mitigate surface water runoffgenerated by new development.

e Ensurethatdevelopers and the community are aware of their riparian
responsibilities in relation to any watercourses located within the
neighbourhood plan area. Further guidance on riparianresponsibilities
can be found on Buckinghamshire Council’s website.
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Comments from Walshingham Planning

[ gy

EST 1984

Our Ref: MW/B0058/24
5th August 2024

Aston Abbotts Parish Council
c/o Elizabeth van Hullen
Tankards Dene
Hawridge Vale
Chesham
HP5 2UG
via email

Dear Sir/Madam,
RE: Regulation 14 Consultation - Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan

| am writing on behalf of my client, _ in response to the above Aston Abbotts
Neighbourhood Plan (AANP) Regulation 14 Consultation.

My client owns land within the village of Aston Abbotts which is within the Parish Boundary and
Neighbourhood Area set out within the draft plan. Part of this land was submitted to Buckinghamshire
Council's ‘Call for Sites’ in June 2024 as part of the preparation of the Buckinghamshire Local Plan, as
it is considered it would be a suitable site for a sustainable, proportionate addition to the village for
residential development.

This letter provides comments on the policies contained within the draft Neighbourhood Plan,
specifically those relating to new housing development. Upon reviewing the draft Plan, it is refreshing
to see that the majority of residents agree that there is a need for more housing in the village, and
that the majority of respondents are in favour of the provision of affordable homes. Given this
consensus, it is surprising to see that no proposed housing allocations are made within the draft plan,
and it is expected that any housing will be permitted through ‘windfall’ applications.

Draft Policy SDI is the only policy that relates to the location of new housing development, and
specifically relates to development within the defined settlement boundary, which is outlined at Annex
| of the AANP. The draft policy states that:

‘New buildings, including housing, will be supported on infill or redevelopment sites inside the Settlement
Boundary as shown on the Policies Map, where there is no adverse impact on existing residential, employment
and community uses.

Always planning ahead

WALSINGHAM PLANNING

SPECIALIST PLANNING & HERITAGE CONSULTANTS
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All development proposed should have no significant adverse impact on the amenity of the occupiers of
neighbouring properties through loss of privacy, overshadowing, overbearing by a building or structure, car
parking, removal of mature vegetation or landscaping and additional traffic resulting from the development’.

We feel that the designation of the settlement boundary is overly restrictive and has not been
evidenced or justified throughout the process. We do not consider that the settlement boundary will
enable sites to come forward under Policy SDI to deliver the new homes that the local community
have stated are needed.

The ‘Housing and Settlement Boundary Evidence Report’ states that the settlement boundary has been
defined which separates the village from the surrounding countryside, and this has been drawn
carefully, acknowledging existing land uses and boundaries on the ground. This ultimately forms the
justification for the designation of this boundary, which is insufficient.

From reviewing the proposed settlement boundary, we feel there are extremely limited opportunities
for any growth to be accommodated, given the boundary has been drawn tightly around existing
residential properties and given the nature and form of the village, there are extremely limited
opportunities for any infill development to come forward.

Where there are opportunities, these parcels are heavily restricted by other constraints such as
proximity to heritage assets and designated Local Green Spaces, and therefore the development of
these areas would conflict with other draft policies within the plan.

Furthermore, there is no cap on the number of new dwellings that could come forward within the
village through Policy SD1 or the adopted Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan, and therefore, the restrictive
settlement boundary would not allow for multiple, small-scale sites to come forward.

This document also discusses the results of the parish wide survey, and how these results have inputted
into the formation of this policy. It states that the majority of respondents agree there is a need for
more housing in the village, especially affordable housing, and that these should be medium sized homes
with 2-3 beds. It is therefore considered that an allocation for a modest housing development, adjacent
to and that relates closely with the built form of the village, would align with the results of the survey.
My client’s site is a suitable, available and deliverable site that could accommodate a modest housing
development.

Paragraph 10.6 of the Plan states that ‘to ensure new housing development is in keeping with the village, it
is considered that a settlement boundary preventing extending the village outwards would ensure protection of
the surrounding countryside’. If the Parish Council feel a NP Settlement boundary is necessary, we do
not agree that the current draft settlement boundary is appropriate, and request that this is amended
to include land which could actually deliver small-scale growth in line with Policy SD1.

The land owned by my client could accommodate proportionate growth to the settlement, that would
contribute towards local facilities and help sustain the vitality of the village and community.
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It is considered that a modest residential development on this land would comply with Vale of
Aylesbury Local Plan (VALP) policy D4 (discussed further below) given it is enclosed by built
development within the settlement, however, should the AANP as drafted be adopted, then the
development of this land would not comply with draft policy SD1 as it is largely located outside of the
defined settlement boundary. This therefore results in a clear conflict between policy SD| and policy
D4 of the Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan making the Neighbourhood Plan unsound.

It is a requirement that a Neighbourhood Plan should conform with policies contained within the Local
Plan. At paragraph |3 of the NPPF, it states that ‘Neighbourhood plans should support the delivery of
strategic policies contained in local plans’. We do not believe this is the case. We consider that a more
appropriate way to assess whether new buildings are acceptable would be to consider land within or
adjacent to the built-up area of the village, or that which is enclosed by existing built development.
This would make Policy SD1 consistent with relevant VALP policies.

Aston Abbotts is identified as a ‘smaller village' within the Settlement Hierarchy set out within the
VALP. Whilst these are described as less sustainable villages which have relatively poor access to
services and facilities, it does state that smaller villages can accommodate some small-scale
development without causing unreasonable harm, and that this development will help maintain existing
communities. It then says that no allocations are made within the VALP within smaller villages, sites
will come forward either through neighbourhood plans or by windfall planning applications. Policy D4
then goes onto discuss where new housing development at smaller villages will be supported, stating
a number of criteria regarding its scale, siting and impact. It is more specific that draft policy SDI on
what is acceptable, however offers some flexibility on location as development is not confined to any
strict boundaries and each application is assessed on a case-by-case basis.

As we are sure members of the Parish Council are aware, we are in the midst of a housing crisis and
therefore there is an urgent need for both market and affordable homes across the country. The
Aylesbury Vale area of Buckinghamshire is not delivering enough homes to meet prescribed targets
and therefore it is necessary that emerging Local and Neighbourhood Plans plan for additional homes.

As aforementioned, no allocations are proposed within the draft plan, and therefore it is necessary
that the draft policies do not restrict sustainable, modest development, in order for the village to
accommodate new homes as the local community have highlighted as being needed, to accommodate
its share of growth and to allow for investment into the local economy and community.

As set out above, we feel that the restrictive nature of draft policy SDI would restrict the
implementation of VALP policy D4. We do not agree that the draft plan contains policies and
allocations to meet its identified housing requirement, or an indicative figure as set out within NPPF
paragraphs 67 and 68, and as such, should not be found sound in this respect.

There is no policy proposed for what sort of development is acceptable outside of the settlement
boundary, and therefore, according to the draft plan, new buildings will only be acceptable when
located within the settlement boundary. This is not consistent with the VALP or the NPPF.

] gy
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Policy SD | would also restrict affordable housing schemes coming forward on rural exception sites,
and land that would not usually be considered acceptable for housing development. Policy H2 of the
VALP sets out a number of criteria for the acceptability of such schemes, whereas the draft
Neighbourhood Plan is silent on this. Policy H2 accepts that small-scale affordable housing schemes
can be acceptable on land adjoining the existing developed footprint of a settlement, however the
AANP does not reference this. As such, the plan would not be consistent with VALP policy H2, or
NPPF paragraph 82.

The land owned by my client is not identified as a draft Local Green Space or a Community Facility
and therefore would not conflict with draft policies Cl or C2. The land is partly located within the
Conservation Area and a small area lies within Village Protected View PV13 (to which there is no
associated policy), however it is considered the site could be sensitively developed so there would be
no adverse harm to the historic character or landscape, with high quality design and form and
appropriate landscaping.

We have no comments on other draft policies contained within the Plan.

In light of the above, we consider that policy SD | within the draft Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan
is not consistent with the relevant housing policies within the Vale of Aylesbury Local Plan or the
NPPF and are far too restrictive in respect of housing delivery. Furthermore, we feel that the proposed
settlement boundary has not been adequately justified.

In addition to the above, we wish to highlight that neiﬂ1er_who both live in the
village received a copy of the questionnaire for completion, which informed and guided the
development of the plan. As such, we raise concerns as to whether the local community have been
properly engaged and consulted throughout the process.

We hope to see the important points raised within this letter addressed prior to the submission of
the Neighbourhood Plan to Buckinghamshire Council and would welcome a discussion with the Parish
Council regarding land within my client’s ownership.

Yours faithfully,

MR g Lo

Megan Wright AssocRTPI
Senior Planner

megan.wright@walsingplan.co.uk
07551 586771
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Submission from Historic England

B
MR Historic England

By e-mail to: clerk@astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk QOur ref: PL00792948
Your ref:
Date: 08/07/2024

Neighbourhood Plan for Aston Abbotts

Thank you for consulting Historic England about your Neighbourhood Plan. As the
Government’s adviser on the historic environment, Historic England is keen to ensure
that the protection of the historic environment is fully considered at all stages and
levels of the local planning process.

Neighbourhood Plans are an important opportunity for local communities to set the
agenda for their places, setting out what is important and why about different aspects
of their parish or other area within the neighbourhood area boundary, and providing
clear policy and guidance to readers — be they interested members of the public,
planners or developers — regarding how the place should develop over the course of
the plan period.

We welcome the production of this neighbourhood plan and are pleased to see that
the historic environment of your parish features throughout.

Although your neighbourhood area does contain a number of designated heritage
assets, at this point we don’t consider there is a need for Historic England to be
involved in the detailed development of the strategy for your area, but we offer some
general advice and guidance below, which may be of assistance. The conservation
officer at your local Council will be the best placed person to assist you in the
development of the Plan with respect to the historic environment and can help you to
consider and clearly articulate how a strategy can address the area’s heritage assets.
Paragraph 190 of the National Planning Policy Framework (2021) sets out that Plans,
including Neighbourhood Plans, should set out a positive strategy for the
conservation and enjoyment of the historic environment. In particular, this strategy
needs to take into account the desirability of sustaining and enhancing the
significance of all types of heritage asset where possible, the need for new
development to make a positive contribution to local character and distinctiveness;
and ensure that it considers opportunities to use the existing historic environment to
help reinforce this character of a place.

oy, 5 Histeric England, 4" Floor, Cannon Bridge House, 25 Dowgate Hill, London EC4R 2YA *
< \'/'\/5? Telephone 020 7973 3700 Facsimile 020 7973 3001 Stonewall
'@fm\‘-“i HistoricEngland.org.uk DIVERSITY CHANPION

Please note that Historic England operates an access to information policy.
Correspondence ar information which you send us may therefore become publicly available.

Submission Stage (Issue 1) 116

0199-CON



Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan

Consultation Statement

Submission from Historic England (cont.)

It is important that, as a minimum, the strategy you put together for your area
safeguards those elements of your neighbourhood area that contribute to the
significance of those assets. This will ensure that they can be enjoyed by future
generations of the area and make sure your plan is in line with the requirements of
national planning policy, as found in the National Planning Policy Framework.

The government’s National Planning Practice Guidance on neighbourhood planning
is clear that, where relevant, Neighbourhood Plans need to include enough
information about local heritage to guide local authority planning decisions and to put
broader strategic heritage policies from the local authority’s local plan into action but
at a neighbourhood scale. Your Neighbourhood Plan is therefore an important
opportunity for a community to develop a positive strategy for the area's locally
important heritage assets that aren't recognised at a national level through listing or
scheduling. If appropriate this should include enough information about local

non designated heritage assets, including sites of archaeological interest, locally
listed buildings, or identified areas of historic landscape character. Your plan could,
for instance, include a list of locally important neighbourhood heritage assets, (e.g.
historic buildings, sites, views or places of importance to the local community) setting
out what factors make them special. These elements can then be afforded a level of
protection from inappropriate change through an appropriately worded policy in the
plan. We refer you to our guidance on local heritage listing for further information: HE
Advice Note 7 - local listing: https://www.historicengland.org.uk/images-
books/publications/local-heritage-listing-advice-note-7

The plan could also include consideration of any Grade |l listed buildings or locally
designated heritage assets which are at risk or in poor condition, and which could
then be the focus of specific policies aimed at facilitating their enhancement. We
would refer you to our guidance on writing effective neighbourhood plan policies,
which can be found here: https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/planning/plan-
making/improve-your-neighbourhood/policy-writing/

If you have not already done so, we would recommend that you speak to the staff at
local authority archaeological advisory service who look after the Historic
Environment Record and give advice on archaeological matters. They should be able
to provide details of not only any designated heritage assets but also non designated
locally important buildings, archaeological remains and landscapes. Some Historic
Environment Records may be available to view on-line via the Heritage Gateway
(www.heritagegateway.org.uk). It may also be useful to involve local voluntary groups
such as a local Civic Society, local history groups, building preservation trusts, etc. in
the production of your Neighbourhood Plan, particularly in the early evidence
gathering stages.

Your local authority might also be able to provide you with more general support in
the production of your Neighbourhood Plan, including the provision of appropriate
maps, data, and supporting documentation. There are also funding opportunities
available from Locality that could allow the community to hire appropriate expertise to

Moy, Historic England, 4" Floor, Cannon Bridge House, 25 Dowgate Hill, London ECAR 2YA *
VAL Telephone 020 7973 3700 Facsimile 020 7973 3001 Stonewall
%n\““\ HistoricEngland.org.uk

Please note that Historic England operates an access to information policy.
Correspondence ar information which you send us may therefore become publicly available.

DIVERSITY CHANPION
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assist in such an undertaking. This could involve hiring a consultant to help in the
production of the plan itself, or to undertake work that could form the evidence base
for the plan. More information on this can be found on the My Community website
here: http://mycommunity.org.uk/funding-options/neighbourhood-planning/.

The Conservation Area may have an appraisal document that would ordinarily set out
what the character and appearance of the area is that should be preserved or
enhanced. The neighbourhood plan is an opportunity for the community to clearly set
out which elements of the character and appearance of the neighbourhood area as a
whole are considered important, as well as provide specific policies that protect the
positive elements, and address any areas that negatively affect that character and
appearance. An historic environment section of your plan could include policies to
achieve this and, if your Conservation Area does not have an up to date appraisal,
these policies could be underpinned by a local character study or historic area
assessment. This could be included as an appendix to your plan. Historic England’s
guidance notes for this process can be found here: HE Advice Note 1 - Conservation
Area Appraisal, Designation and Management, and here:
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/understanding-place-
historic-area-assessments/. The funding opportunities available from Locality
discussed above could also assist with having this work undertaken.

The NPPF (paragraphs 124 - 127) emphasises the importance placed by the
government on good design, and this section sets out that planning (including
Neighbourhood Plans) should, amongst other things, be based on clear objectives
and a robust evidence base that shows an understanding and evaluation of an area,
in this case the Parish of Aston Abbotts. The policies of neighbourhood plans should
also ensure that developments in the area establish a strong sense of place and
respond to local character and history by reflecting the local identity of the place — for
instance through the use of appropriate materials, and attractive design.

Your neighbourhood plan is also an opportunity for the community to designate Local
Green Spaces, as encouraged by national planning policy. Green spaces are often
integral to the character of place for any given area, and your plan could include
policies that identified any deficiencies with existing green spaces or access to them
or aimed at managing development around them. Locality has produced helpful
guidance on this, which is available here:
https://mycommunity.org.uk/resources/neighbourhood-planning-local-green-spaces.

You can also use the neighbourhood plan process to identify any potential Assets of
Community Value in the neighbourhood area. Assets of Community Value (ACV) can
include things like local public houses, community facilities such as libraries and
museums, or again green open spaces. Often these can be important elements of
the local historic environment, and whether or not they are protected in other ways,
designating them as an ACV can offer an additional level of control to the community
with regard to how they are conserved. There is useful information on this process on

Moy, Historic England, 4" Floor, Cannon Bridge House, 25 Dowgate Hill, London ECAR 2YA *
g VA é'& Telephone 020 7973 3700 Facsimile 020 7973 3001 Stonewall
%.m‘-“\ HistoricEngland.org.uk DIVERSITY CHANPION

Please note that Historic England operates an access to information policy.
Correspondence ar information which you send us may therefore become publicly available.
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Locality’s website here: http://mycommunity.org.uk/take-action/land-and-building-
assets/assets-of-community-value-right-to-bid/

Communities that have a neighbourhood plan in force are entitled to claim 25% of
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funds raised from development in their area.

The Localism Act 2011 allows this CIL money to be used for the maintenance and
on-going costs associated with a range of heritage assets including, for example,
transport infrastructure such as historic bridges, green and social infrastructure such
as historic parks and gardens, civic spaces, and public places. As a Qualifying Body,
your neighbourhood forum can either have access to this money or influence how it
is spent through the neighbourhood plan process, setting out a schedule of
appropriate works for the money to be spent on. Historic England strongly
recommends that the community therefore identifies the ways in which CIL can be
used to facilitate the conservation of the historic environment, heritage assets and
their setting, and sets this out in the neighbourhood plan. More information and
guidance on this is available from Locality, here:
https://mycommunity.org.uk/resources/community-infrastructure-levy-neighbourhood-

planning-toolkit/

If you are concerned about the impact of high levels of traffic through your area,
particularly in rural areas, the “Traffic in Villages” toolkit developed by Hamilton-
Baillie Associates in conjunction with Dorset AONB Partnership may be a useful
resource to you.

Further information and guidance on how heritage can best be incorporated into
Neighbourhood Plans has been produced by Historic England, including on evidence
gathering, design advice and policy writing. Our webpage contains links to a number
of other documents which your forum might find useful. These can help you to
identify what it is about your area which makes it distinctive, and how you might go
about ensuring that the character of the area is protected or improved through
appropriate policy wording and a robust evidence base. This can be found here:
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/planning/plan-making/improve-your-
neighbourhood/

Historic England Advice Note 11- Neighbourhood Planning and the Historic
Environment, which is freely available to download, also provides useful links to
exemplar neighbourhood plans that may provide you with inspiration and assistance
for your own. This can be found here: https://historicengland.org.uk/images-
books/publications/neighbourhood-planning-and-the-historic-environment/

The following general guidance also published by Historic England may also be
useful to the plan forum in preparing the neighbourhood plan or considering how best
to develop a strategy for the conservation and management of heritage assets in the
area. It may also be useful to provide links to some of these documents in the plan:

S0, < Histeric England, 4" Floor, Cannon Bridge House, 25 Dowgate Hill, London EC4R 2YA *
< \'/'\/5? Telephone 020 7973 3700 Facsimile 020 7973 3001 Stonewall
'%.m‘-“\ HistoricEngland.org.uk DIVERSITY CHANPION
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HE Advice Note 2 - making changes to heritage assets:
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/making-changes-heritage-
assets-advice-note-2/

HE Good Practice Advice in Planning 3 - the setting of heritage assets:
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/gpa3-setting-of-heritage-
assets/

If you are considering including Site Allocations for housing or other land use
purposes in your neighbourhood plan, we would recommend you review the following
two guidance documents, which may be of use:

HE Advice Note 3 - site allocations in local plans:
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/historic-environment-and-

site-allocations-in-local-plans

HE Advice Note 8 - Sustainability Appraisal and Strategic Environmental Assessment
: https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/sustainability-appraisal-
and-strategic-environmental-assessment-advice-note-8/

We recommend the inclusion of a glossary containing relevant historic environment
terminology contained in the NPPF, in addition to details about the additional
legislative and policy protections that heritage assets and the historic environment in
general enjoys.

Finally, we should like to stress that this advice is based on the information provided
by Aston Abbotts Parish Council in their correspondence. To avoid any doubt, this
does not reflect our obligation to provide further advice on or, potentially, object to
specific proposals which may subsequently arise as a result of the proposed
neighbourhood plan, where we consider these would have an adverse effect on the
historic environment.

If you have any queries about this matter or would like to discuss anything further,
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely,
Louise

Louise.Dandy@HistoricEngland.org.uk

Historic Places Advisor

8410, “ Historic England, 4™ Floor, Cannon Bridge House, 25 Dowgate Hill, London EC4R 2YA *
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Date: 22 July 2024
Our ref: 478206
Your ref. Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan

NATURAL
ENGLAND

Ms Liz van Hullen Hornbeam House
Aston Abbotts Parish Council Crewe Business Park
Electra Way
BY EMAIL ONLY i
eshire
clerk@astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk CW1 6GJ

T 0300 060 3900

Dear Ms van Hullen
Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan - Pre-submission Regulation 14 Consultation
Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 03 June 2024.

Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the natural
environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future generations, thereby
contributing to sustainable development.

Natural England is a statutory consultee in neighbourhood planning and must be consulted on draft
neighbourhood development plans by the Parish/Town Councils or Neighbourhood Forums where they
consider our interests would be affected by the proposals made.

Natural England does not have any specific comments on this draft neighbourhood plan.

However, we refer you to the attached annex which covers the issues and opportunities that should be
considered when preparing a Neighbourhood Plan and to the following information.

Natural England does not hold information on the location of significant populations of protected species, so
is unable to advise whether this plan is likely to affect protected species to such an extent as to require a
Strategic Environmental Assessment. Further information on protected species and development is included
in Natural England's Standing Advice on protected species .

Furthermore, Natural England does not routinely maintain locally specific data on all environmental assets.
The plan may have environmental impacts on priority species and/or habitats, local wildlife sites, soils and
best and most versatile agricultural land, or on local landscape character that may be sufficient to warrant a
Strategic Environmental Assessment. Information on ancient woodland, ancient and veteran trees is set out
in Natural England/Forestry Commission standing advice.

We therefore recommend that advice is sought from your ecological, landscape and soils advisers, local
record centre, recording society or wildlife body on the local soils, best and most versatile agricultural land,
landscape, geodiversity and biodiversity receptors that may be affected by the plan before determining
whether a Strategic Environmental Assessment is necessary.

Natural England reserves the right to provide further advice on the environmental assessment of the plan.
This includes any third party appeal against any screening decision you may make. If an Strategic
Environmental Assessment is required, Natural England must be consulted at the scoping and environmental

report stages.

For any further consultations on your plan, please contact: consultations@naturalengland.org.uk.

Yours sincerely
Sally Wintle
Consultations Team
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Annex 1 - Neighbourhood planning and the natural environment: information, issues and
opportunities

Natural environment information sources

The Magic' website will provide you with much of the nationally held natural environment data for your plan
area. The most relevant layers for you to consider are: Agricultural Land Classification, Ancient
Woodland, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, Local Nature Reserves, National Parks (England),
National Trails, Priority Habitat Inventory, public rights of way (on the Ordnance Survey base map)
and Sites of Special Scientific Interest (including their impact risk zones). Local environmental record
centres may hold a range of additional information on the natural environment. A list of local record centres
is available from the Association of Local Environmental Records Centres .

Priority habitats are those habitats of particular importance for nature conservation, and the list of them can
be found here?. Most of these will be mapped either as Sites of Special Scientific Interest, on the Magic
website or as Local Wildlife Sites. Your local planning authority should be able to supply you with the
locations of Local Wildlife Sites.

National Character Areas (NCAs) divide England into 159 distinct natural areas. Each character area is
defined by a unique combination of landscape, biodiversity, geodiversity and cultural and economic activity.
NCA profiles contain descriptions of the area and statements of environmental opportunity, which may be
useful to inform proposals in your plan. NCA information can be found here®.

There may also be a local landscape character assessment covering your area. This is a tool to help
understand the character and local distinctiveness of the landscape and identify the features that give it a
sense of place. It can help to inform, plan and manage change in the area. Your local planning authority
should be able to help you access these if you can't find them online.

If your neighbourhood planning area is within or adjacent to a National Park or Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONB), the relevant National Park/AONB Management Plan for the area will set out useful
information about the protected landscape. You can access the plans on from the relevant National Park
Authority or Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty website.

General mapped information on soil types and Agricultural Land Classification is available (under
‘landscape’) on the Magic* website and also from the LandlS website®, which contains more information
about obtaining soil data.

Natural environment issues to consider

The National Planning Policy Framework® sets out national planning policy on protecting and enhancing the
natural environment. Planning Practice Guidance’ sets out supporting guidance.

Your local planning authority should be able to provide you with further advice on the potential impacts of
your plan or order on the natural environment and the need for any environmental assessments.

Landscape

Your plans or orders may present opportunities to protect and enhance locally valued landscapes. You may
want to consider identifying distinctive local landscape features or characteristics such as ponds, woodland
or dry stone walls and think about how any new development proposals can respect and enhance local
landscape character and distinctiveness.

If you are proposing development within or close to a protected landscape (National Park or Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty) or other sensitive location, we recommend that you carry out a landscape
assessment of the proposal. Landscape assessments can help you to choose the most appropriate sites for
development and help to avoid or minimise impacts of development on the landscape through careful siting,
design and landscaping.

! http://magic.defra. gov.uk/

2 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/habitats-and-species-of-principal-importance-in-england

3 https://www.gov. uk/government/publications/national -character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making
4 http://magic defra. gov.uk/

> http://www landis.org.uk/mndex.cfm

s://www.gov. uk/government/publications/national -planning-policy-framework--2

7 http://planningguidance planningportal.gov uk/blog/guidance/natural -environment/

Submission Stage (Issue 1) 122 0199-CON



Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Consultation Statement

Submission from Natural England (cont.)

Wildlife habitats

Some proposals can have adverse impacts on designated wildlife sites or other priority habitats (listed here?®),
such as Sites of Special Scientific Interest or Ancient woodland®. If there are likely to be any adverse impacts
you’ll need to think about how such impacts can be avoided, mitigated or, as a last resort, compensated for.

Priority and protected species

You'll also want to consider whether any proposals might affect priority species (listed here 12) or protected
species. To help you do this, Natural England has produced advice here'' to help understand the impact of
particular developments on protected species.

Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land

Soil is a finite resource that fulfils many important functions and services for society. It is a growing medium
for food, timber and other crops, a store for carbon and water, a reservoir of biodiversity and a buffer against
pollution. If you are proposing development, you should seek to use areas of poorer quality agricultural land
in preference to that of a higher quality in line with National Planning Policy Framework para 112. For more
information, see Guide to assessing development proposals on agricultural land 2.

Improving your natural environment

Your plan or order can offer exciting opportunities to enhance your local environment and should provide net
gains for biodiversity in line with the National Planning Policy Framework. If you are setting out policies on
new development or proposing sites for development, you should follow the biodiversity mitigation hierarchy
and seek to ensure impacts on habitats are avoided or minimised before considering opportunities for
biodiversity enhancement. You may wish to consider identifying what environmental features you want to be
retained or enhanced or new features you would like to see created as part of any new development and how
these could contribute to biodiversity net gain and wider environmental goals.

Opportunities for environmental enhancement might include:

Restoring a neglected hedgerow.

Creating a new pond as an attractive feature on the site.

Planting trees characteristic to the local area to make a positive contribution to the local landscape.
Using native plants in landscaping schemes for better nectar and seed sources for bees and birds.
Incorporating swift boxes or bat boxes into the design of new buildings.

Think about how lighting can be best managed to reduce impacts on wildlife.

Adding a green roof to new buildings.

Providing a new footpath through the new development to link into existing rights of way.

Site allocations should be supported by a baseline assessment of biodiversity value. The statutory
Biodiversity Metric may be used to understand the number of biodiversity units present on allocated sites.
For small development allocations the Small Sites Metric may be used. This is a simplified version of the
statutory Biodiversity Metric and is designed for use where certain criteria are met. Further information on
biodiversity net gain including planning practice guidance can be found here

You may also want to consider enhancing your local area in other ways, for example by:

e Setting out in your plan how you would like to implement elements of a wider Green Infrastructure
Strategy (if one exists) in your community.

« Assessing needs for accessible greenspace and setting out proposals to address any deficiencies or
enhance provision. Natural England’s Green Infrastructure Framework sets out further information on
green infrastructure standards and principles

« |dentifying green areas of particular importance for special protection through Local Green Space
designation (see Planning Practice Guidance').

» Managing existing (and new) public spaces to be more wildlife friendly (e.g. by sowing wild flower
strips in less used parts of parks or on verges, changing hedge cutting timings and frequency).

8 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/habitats-and-species-of-principal-importance-in-england

¢ https://www.gov.uk/guidance/ancient-woodland-and-veteran-trees-protection-surveys-licences

10 https://www. gov.uk/government/publications/habitats-and-species-of-principal-importance-in-england

1 https://www.gov.uk/protected-species-and-sites-how-to-review-planning-proposals
Phittps:/www.gov.uk/government/publications/agricultural-land-as sess-proposals-for-development/guide-to-assessing-
development-proposals-on-agricultural-land

13 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/open-space-sports-and-recreation-facilities-public-rights-of-way-and-local-green-space
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« Planting additional street trees.

« |dentifying any improvements to the existing public right of way network, e.g. cutting back hedges,
improving the surface, clearing litter or installing kissing gates) or extending the network to create
missing links.

« Restoring neglected environmental features (e.g. coppicing a prominent hedge that is in poor
condition, or clearing away an eyesore).

Natural England's Environmental Benefits from Nature tool may be used to identify opportunities to enhance
wider benefits from nature and to avoid and minimise any negative impacts. It is designed to work alongside
the statutory Biodiversity Metric and is available as a beta test version.

Submission Stage (Issue 1) 124 0199-CON



Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan

Consultation Statement

P.4.

Submission from Network Rail

From: Diane Clarke <Diane.CLARKE@networkrail.co.uk> On Behalf Of Town Planning NW
Sent 15July 2024 13:31
Subject FW: Neighbourhood plans - Network Rail

OFFICIAL

Please ensure that from now on ALL planning applications & ALL planning policy
notifications are issued to this new address ONLY:
TownPlanningNWC@networkrail.co.uk

Please update all the relevant council planning policy & planning applications contact
databases including all personal contact emailing lists.

Network Rail response on Neighbourhood Plans.

Network Rail is a statutory consultee for any planning applications within 10 metres of
relevant railway land (as the Rail Infrastructure Managers for the railway, set out in Article
16 of the Development Management Procedure Order) and for any development likely to
result in a material increase in the volume or a material change in the character of traffic
using a level crossing over a railway (as the Rail Network Operators, set out in Schedule 4
(J) of the Development Management Procedure Order).

Network Rail is also a statutory undertaker responsible for maintaining and operating the
railway infrastructure and associated estate. It owns, operates and develops the main rail
network. Network Rail aims to protect and enhance the railway infrastructure, therefore
any proposed development which is in close proximity to the railway line or could
potentially affect Network Rail’s specific land interests will need to be carefully considered.

Network Rail — railway specific advice notice to LPAs/Developers

Please note that whilst Network Rail (NR) is submitting responses via the planning
application process, it should be born in mind by the LPA/developer that the operational
railway presents risks/issues that are different/unique to the risks posed by works taking
place adjacent to non-railway undertaker land. Works on this site therefore must be
undertaken with the supervision of NR via the ASPRO (asset protection) team to ensure
that the works on site do not impact the safe operation, stability, integrity of the railway &
its boundary. The LPA/developer are advised that unauthorised works adjacent to the
railway boundary could impact the operation of nationally significant infrastructure & the
applicant would be liable for any and all damages & costs caused by any works undertaken
in this scenario. Therefore, the developer is requested to ensure that the development
meets with NR requirements for works/developments adjacent to the railway boundary
which include planning material considerations as well as obligations specific to the railway
undertaker. The interface is via a NR BAPA (basic asset protection agreement) — the
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developer is advised that the works must not commence on site (even if planning
permission is granted) until agreed with NR. The applicant will be liable for all costs
incurred by NR in facilitating, reviewing this proposal.

Asset Protection Comments:
Developments in the policy area should be notified to Network Rail to ensure that:
(a) Access points / rights of way belonging to Network Rail are not impacted by
developments within the area.
(b) That any proposal does not impact upon the railway infrastructure / Network Rail

land e.g.

« Drainage works / water features

¢ Encroachment of land or air-space

e Excavation works

¢ Siting of structures/buildings less than 2m from the Network Rail boundary / Party
Wall Act issues

e Lighting impacting upon train drivers’ ability to perceive signals

e Landscaping that could impact upon overhead lines or Network Rail boundary
treatments

e Any piling works

« Any scaffolding works

« Any public open spaces and proposals where minors and young children may be
likely to use a site which could result in trespass upon the railway (which we
would remind the council is a criminal offence under s55 British Transport
Commission Act 1949)

¢ Anyuse of crane or plant

« Anyfencing works

e Anydemolition works

e Any hard standing areas

For any proposal adjacent to the railway, Network Rail would request that a developer
constructs (at their own expense) a suitable steel palisade trespass proof fence of at least
1.8m in height.

All initial proposals and plans should be flagged up to the Network Rail Town Planning at
the following address:

Email: TownPlanningNWC@ networkrail.co.uk

Railway Station

Consideration should be given in Transport Assessments to the potential for increased
footfall at Railway Stations as a result of proposals for residential development /
employment areas within the neighbourhood area. Location of the proposal, accessibility
and density of the development, trip generation data should be considered in relation to
the station. Where proposals are likely to increase footfall and the need for car parking, the
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council should include developer contributions (either via CIL, $106) to provide funding for
enhancements as part of planning decisions.

Level Crossings

Developments within the neighbourhood area should be accompanied by a TS/TA which
includes consideration of the impact of proposals upon any level crossings with mitigation
implemented as required. We would encourage the Council to adopt specific policy
wording to ensure that the impact of proposed new development (including cumulative
impact) on the risk at existing level crossings is assessed by the developer(s), and suitable
mitigation incorporated within the development proposals and funded by the
developer(s). TS/TAs should be undertaken in conjunction with the local highways
authority with advice from Network Rail. Contributions will be sought where proposals
impact on level crossings to mitigate the impacts of those developments. Where level
crossing closure is the only option, the applicant is advised that closure would be via s257
of the T&CPA, and that closure would be required before the occupation of any dwellings.

Network Rail — railway specific advice notice to LPAs/Developers

Please note that whilst Network Rail (NR) is submitting responses via the planning
application process, it should be born in mind by the LPA/developer that the operational
railway presents risks/issues that are different/unique to the risks posed by works taking
place adjacent to non-railway undertaker land. Works on this site therefore must be
undertaken with the supervision of NR via the ASPRO (asset protection) team to ensure
that the works on site do not impact the safe operation, stability, integrity of the railway &
its boundary. The LPA/developer are advised that unauthorised works adjacent to the
railway boundary could impact the operation of nationally significant infrastructure & the
applicant would be liable for any and all damages & costs caused by any works undertaken
in this scenario. Therefore, the developer is requested to ensure that the development
meets with NR requirements for works/developments adjacent to the railway boundary
which include planning material considerations as well as obligations specific to the railway
undertaker. The interface is via a NR BAPA (basic asset protection agreement) —the
developer is advised that the works must not commence on site (even if planning
permission is granted) until agreed with NR. The applicant will be liable for all costs
incurred by NR in facilitating, reviewing this proposal.

From

Diane Clarke

Town Planning Technician NW&C

AssocRTPI

Network Rail

Email: TownPlanningNWC@networkrail.co.uk
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The content of this email (and any attachment) is confidential. It may also be legally privileged or otherwise protected
from disclosure.

This email should not be used by anyone who is not an original intended recipient, nor may it be copied or disclosed
to anyone who is not an original intended recipient.

If you have received this email by mistake, please notify us by emailing the sender, and then delete the email and any
copies from your system.

Liability cannot be accepted for statements made which are clearly the sender's own and not made on behalf of
Network Rail.

Network Rail Infrastructure Limited registered in England and Wales No. 2904587, registered office Network Rail,
Waterloo General Office, London, SE1 8SW.
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David Wilson
E: david.wilson@thamewater.co.uk

15t Floor West

Aston Abbotts Parish Council Clearwater Court
Issued via email: clerk@astonabbotts- Vasm;neaR;Ed
pc.gov.uk RG1 SDEgi

neighbourhoodplanning@buckinghamshire.
gov.uk 24 July 2024

Buckinghamshire — Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan 2024-2035
Pre Submission Consultation

Dear Sir/Madam,

Thank you for allowing Thames Water Utilities Ltd (Thames Water) to comment upon the
above.

As you will be aware, Thames Water are the statutory water supply and sewerage
undertaker for the majority of Buckinghamshire and are hence a “specific consultation
body” in accordance with the Town & Country Planning (Local Planning) Regulations 2012.

We have the following comments on the consultation in relation to our water supply and
sewerage undertakings:

Sustainable Development Principles — Page 13
General Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Comments

We support the Sustainable development Principle to not Overloading existing utilities and
services (water, drainage, sewage and waste), but consider that further information/policy is
required.

A Kkey sustainability objective for the preparation of Local Plans and Neighbourhood Plans
should be for new development to be co-ordinated with the infrastructure it demands and to
take into account the capacity of existing infrastructure. Paragraph 20 of the revised
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), 2021, states: “Strategic policies should set out
an overall strategy for the pattern, scale and quality of development, and make sufficient
provision for... infrastructure for waste management, water supply, wastewater...”

Paragraph 11 states: “Plans and decisions should apply a presumption in favour of
sustainable development. For plan-making this means that:

a) all plans should promote a sustainable pattern of development that seeks to: meet the
development needs of their area; align growth and infrastructure; improve the environment;
mitigate climate change (including by making effective use of land in urban areas) and
adapt to its effects”
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Paragraph 28 relates to non-strategic policies and states: “Non-strategic policies should be
used by local planning authotities and communities to set out more detailed policies for
specific areas, neighbourhoods or types of development. This can include allocating sites,
the provision of infrastructure...”

Paragraph 26 of the revised NPPF goes on to state: “Effective and on-going joint working
between strategic policy-making authorities and relevant bodies is integral to the production
of a positively prepared and justified strategy. In particular, joint working should help to
determine where additional infrastructure is necessary....”

The web based National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) includes a section on ‘water
supply, wastewater and water quality’ and sets out that Local Plans should be the focus for
ensuring that investment plans of water and sewerage/wastewater companies align with
development needs. The introduction to this section also sets out that “Adequate water and
wastewater infrastructure is needed to support sustainable development” (Paragraph: 001,
Reference |D: 34-001-20140306).

Thames Water therefore recommends that developers engage with them at the earliest
opportunity (in line with paragraph 26 of the revised NPPF) to establish the following:

e The developments demand for water supply infrastructure;

« The developments demand for Sewage/Wastewater Treatment and network
infrastructure both on and off site and can it be met; and

« The surface water drainage requirements and flood risk of the development both on
and off site and can it be met.

Thames Water offer a free Pre-Planning service which confirms if capacity exists to serve
the development or if upgrades are required for potable water, waste water and surface
water requirements. Details on Thames Water’s free pre planning service are available at:
https://developers.thameswater.co.uk/Developing-a-large-site/Planning-your-
development/Water-and-wastewater-capacity

In light of the above comments and Government guidance we agree that the Neighbourhood
Plan should include a specific reference to the key issue of the provision of
wastewater/sewerage and water supply infrastructure to service development proposed in a
policy. This is necessary because it will not be possible to identify all of the water/sewerage
infrastructure required over the plan period due to the way water companies are regulated
and plan in 5 year periods (Asset Management Plans or AMPs). We recommend that the
Neighbourhood Plan include the following policy/supporting text:

“Where appropriate, planning permission for developments which result in the need
for off-site upgrades, will be subject to conditions to ensure the occupation is aligned
with the delivery of necessary infrastructure upgrades.”

“The Local Planning Authority will seek fo ensure that there is adequate water and
wastewater infrastructure to serve all new developments. Developers are encouraged
to contact the water/waste water company as early as possible to discuss their
development proposals and intended delivery programme to assist with identifying
any potential water and wastewater network reinforcement requirements. Where there
is a capacity constraint the Local Planning Authority will, where appropriate, apply
phasing conditions to any approval to ensure that any necessary infrastructure
upgrades are delivered ahead of the occupation of the relevant phase of
development.”

Water Efficiency/Sustainable Design
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The Environment Agency has designated the Thames Water region to be “seriously water
stressed” which reflects the extent to which available water resources are used. Future
pressures on water resources will continue to increase and key factors are population growth
and climate change.

Water conservation and climate change is a vitally important issue to the water industry. Not
only is it expected to have an impact on the availability of raw water for treatment but also
the demand from customers for potable (drinking) water. Therefore, Thames Water support
the mains water consumption target of 110 litres per head per day (105 litres per head per
day plus an allowance of 5 litres per head per day for gardens) as set out in the NPPG
(Paragraph: 014 Reference 1D: 56-014-20150327) and support the inclusion of this
requirement in the Policy.

Thames Water promote water efficiency and have a number of water efficiency campaigns
which aim to encourage their customers to save water at local levels. Further details are
available on the our website via the following link:

https://www thameswater.co.uk/Be-water-smart

Itis our understanding that the water efficiency standards of 105 litres per person per day is
only applied through the building regulations where there is a planning condition requiring
this standard (as set out at paragraph 2.8 of Part G2 of the Building Regulations). As the
Thames Water area is defined as water stressed it is considered that such a condition
should be attached as standard to all planning approvals for new residential development in
order to help ensure that the standard is effectively delivered through the building
regulations.

Within Part G of Building Regulations, the 110 litres/person/day level can be achieved
through either the ‘Calculation Method’ or the ‘Fittings Approach’ (Table 2.2). The Fittings
Approach provides clear flow-rate and volume performance metrics for each water using
device / fitting in new dwellings. Thames Water considers the Fittings Approach, as outlined
in Table 2.2 of Part G, increases the confidence that water efficient devices will be installed
in the new dwelling. Insight from our smart water metering programme shows that
household built to the 110 litres/person/day level using the Calculation Method, did not
achieve the intended water performance levels.

Proposed policy text:

“Development must be designed to be water efficient and reduce water consumption.
Refurbishments and other non-domestic development will be expected to meet
BREEAM water-efficiency credits. Residential development must not exceed a
maximum water use of 105 litres per head per day (excluding the allowance of up to 5
litres for external water consumption) using the ‘Fittings Approach’ in Table 2.2 of Part
G of Building Regulations. Planning conditions will be applied to new residential
development to ensure that the water efficiency standards are met.”

Comments in Relation to Flood Risk and Sustainable Drainage Systems

The National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) states that a sequential approach should
be used by local planning authorities in areas known to be at risk from forms of flooding other
than from river and sea, which includes "Flooding from Sewers".

Flood risk sustainability objectives and policies should also make reference to ‘sewer flooding’
and an acceptance that flooding can occur away from the flood plain as a result of
development where off site sewerage infrastructure and capacity is not in place ahead of
development.
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With regard to surface water drainage it is the responsibility of the developer to make proper
provision for drainage to ground, watercourses or surface water sewer. It is important to
reduce the quantity of surface water entering the sewerage system in order to maximise the
capacity for foul sewage to reduce the risk of sewer flooding.

Limiting the opportunity for surface water entering the foul and combined sewer networks is of
critical importance to Thames Water. Thames Water have advocated an approach to SuDS
that limits as far as possible the volume of and rate at which surface water enters the public
sewer system. By doing this, SuDS have the potential to play an important role in helping to
ensure the sewerage network has the capacity to cater for population growth and the effects
of climate change.

SuDS not only help to mitigate flooding, they can also help to: improve water quality; provide
opportunities for water efficiency; provide enhanced landscape and visual features; support
wildlife; and provide amenity and recreational benefits.

With regard to surface water drainage, Thames Water request that the following paragraph
should be included in the Neighbourhood Plan “If is the responsibility of a developer to
make proper provision for surface water drainage to ground, water courses or surface
water sewer. It must not be allowed to drain to the foul sewer, as this is the major
contributor to sewer flooding.”

Site Allocations

There are no new allocations in the draft Neighbourhood Plan and the level of information
does not enable Thames Water to make an assessment of the impact the proposed
development will have on the waste water/sewerage network infrastructure and sewage
treatment works. To enable us to provide more specific comments we require details of the
type and scale of development together with the anticipated phasing.

We recommend Developers contact Thames Water to discuss their development proposals
by using our pre app service via the following link:
https://developers.thameswater.co.uk/Developing-a-large-site/Planning-your-
development/Water-and-wastewater-capacity

It should be noted that in the event of an upgrade to our sewerage network assets being
required, up to three years lead in time is usual to enable for the planning and delivery of the
upgrade. As a developer has the automatic right to connect to our sewer network under the
Water Industry Act we may also request a drainage planning condition if a network upgrade is
required to ensure the infrastructure is in place ahead of occupation of the development. This
will avoid adverse environmental impacts such as sewer flooding and / or water pollution.

We recommend developers attach the information we provide to their planning applications
so that the Council and the wider public are assured wastewater and water supply matters for
the development are being addressed.

We trust the above is satisfactory, but please do not hesitate to contact David Wilson on the
above number if you have any queries.

Yours faithfully,

David Wilson
Thames Water Property Town Planner
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Submission from Anglian Water

From: Carry Murphy <cMurphy5@anglianwater.co.uk >

Sent 15 August 2024 17:21

To: ourplan@astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk

Subject: Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan (Reg 14 consultation) - Anglian Water response
15/08/24

Dear Sir/ Madam,

Thank you for consulting Anglian Water on the draft Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan (Reg 14 consultation).
Anglian Water is the statutory water and sewerage undertaker within parts of the designated area — further
details provided below.

Anglian Water is identified as a consultation body under the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations
2012 and we support neighbourhood plans and their role in delivering environmental and social prosperity in
the region. Overall, Anglian Water is the water supply and water recycling provider for over 6 million
customers. Our operational area spans between the Humber and Thames estuaries and includes around a
fifth of the English coastline.

The region is the driest in the UK and the lowest lying, with a quarter of our area below sea level. This makes it
particularly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change including heightened risks of both drought and
flooding, including inundation by the sea. Additionally, parts of the area have the highest rate of housing
growth in England.

Anglian Water has amended its Articles of Association to legally enshrine public interest within the
constitutional make up of our business — this is our pledge to deliver wider benefits to society, beyond the
provision of clean, fresh drinking water and effective treatment of used water. Our Purpose is to bring
environmental and social prosperity to the region we serve through our commitment to Love Every Drop.

Anglian Water wants to proactively engage with the neighbourhood plan process to ensure the plan delivers
benefits for residents and visitors to the area, and in doing so protect the environment and water

resources. Anglian Water has produced a specific guidance note on the preparation of NPs found using this
link under our Strategic Growth and Infrastructure webpage - Strategic Growth and Infrastructure
(anglianwater.co.uk). The guidance also has sign posting/ links to obtaining information on relevant assets and
infrastructure in map form, where relevant.

The comments set out below are made in relation to ensuring the making of the neighbourhood plan
contributes to sustainable development and has regard to assets owned and managed by Anglian Water.

Sections 6 and 10 re. Sustainable Development
We note that no new sites are allocated, such as for housing development, in the neighbourhood plan.
However, the overarching sustainable development principles requires development to follow a number of
criteria. Of note, are the 2 following bullet points.
- Bullet point “Meeting contemporary construction, energy efficiency and water management
standards” and
- Bullet point “Overloading existing utilities and services (water, drainage, sewage and waste)”

These matters are also covered under Policies SD2: High Quality Design and Policy and SD3: Provision of
energy and water efficient buildings.

Paragraph 10.24 helpfully sets out that the area is served by both Anglian Water and Thames Water. The extent
of Anglian Water’s statutory water boundary is for the whole area whilst for sewerage we only cover some parts
including the village of Aston Abbotts and the area in close vicinity. The local sewer catchment area is served

1
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by the Aston Abbotts Water Recycling Centre, located off Cublington Road. It is possible to find your supplier
via a postcode check via Water UK: Find Your Supplier | Water UK .

Anglian Water supports requiring new development to be served by sustainable infrastructure provision and
that does not result in a detrimental impact on water infrastructure, including sewers and surface water and
watercourse flooding. Developers are encouraged to engage in early discussions with our pre-development
team Developing (anglianwater.co.uk) so that connections or any upgrades to our network are addressed
when planning applications are submitted to the local planning authority.

Our revised draft water resources management plan (WRMP) for 2025-2050 identifies key challenges of
population growth, climate change, and the need to protect sensitive environments by reducing abstraction.
Managing the demand for water is therefore an important aspect of maintaining future supplies. See Water
resources management plan (anglianwater.co.uk)

In terms of water resources, the region is identified as seriously water stressed, we encourage neighbourhood
plans to include measures to improve water efficiency of new development through a fixtures and fittings
approach, including through rainwater/storm water harvesting and reuse, and greywater recycling.

Such measures to improve water efficiency standards and include opportunities for water reuse and recycling
also reduces the volume of wastewater needed to be treated by our water recycling centres. This will also help
to reduce customer bills (including for other energy bills) as well as reduce carbon emissions in the supply and
recycling of water.

The Defra Integrated Plan for Water supports the need to improve water efficiency and the Government's
Environment Improvement Plan sets ten actions in the Roadmap to Water Efficiency in new developments
including consideration of a new standard for new homes in England of 100 litres per person per day (I/p/d)
where there is a clear local need, such as in areas of serious water stress. Given the proposed national
approach to water efficiency, Anglian Water encourages this approach.

Anglian Water welcomes the inclusion within the neighbourhood plan Policy SD3 regarding new development
proposals meeting water management standards. As a suggestion there may be some merit including some
further details within the Design Codes of examples that can be introduced, such as that set out in paragraph
10.24, about practical ways of reducing water consumption. The checklists within Section 4 could give further
reference to water efficiency measures.

Parking - Anglian Water recognises the need to manage parking arrangements within the area. It is suggested
that the neighbourhood plan could specify that permeable surfaces (pavements and other areas of hard
standing such as vehicle parking areas) are used in the design of new developments to reduce surface water
run-off from the introduction of hard-standing areas.

Surface water flooding - In terms of flood risk management it is important to address surface water run-off,
including the preference for this to be managed using SuDS in accordance with the drainage hierarchy.

Such measures help to avoid surface water run-off from entering our foul drainage network, and connections
to a surface water sewer should only be considered where all other options are demonstrated to be
impracticable and as a last resort. Any requirements for a surface water connection to our surface water
sewer network will require the developer to fund the cost of modelling and any upgrades required to accept the
flows from the development.

Anglian Water encourages the use of nature-based solutions for SuDS wherever possible, including retrofitting
SuDS to existing urban areas to enhance amenity and biodiversity within the neighbourhood plan area and
contribute to green and blue infrastructure.

It has been the Government's intention to implement Schedule Three of The Flood and Water Management Act
2010 to make SuDS mandatory in all new developments in England. We would welcome an interim local policy
approach to ensure SuDS measures are incorporated within new developments, until such time the Schedule
is formally implemented and the necessary measures are in place.
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Itis, therefore, suggested reference could be added with some further detail on important aspects of flood risk
management or cross reference to the relevant current Aylesbury Local Plan Policy 14 Flooding (or its
replacement).

Section G. Natural Environment

Policy C2: Local Green Spaces

The policy designates a number of areas of Local Green Spaces (LGS) within the neighbourhood plan area. The
policy is explicit that manging development within a LGS should be consistent with national policy for Green
Belts. Anglian Water has assets forming part of our water and water recycling network (e.g. rising mains and
sewers) located within or in the vicinity of these designated areas of local green space.

We agree the policy provides scope for Anglian Water to undertake operational development to maintain and
repair any underground network assets that may be within these areas, such as mains water pipes, which
would be consistent with the policy tests.

For information, maps of Anglian Water’s assets detailing the location of our water and water recycling
infrastructure are available at: www.utilities.digdat.co.uk

Section 11. Community and Business

Policy NE2: Biodiversity

Anglian Water supports the policy and prioritising the delivery of biodiversity net gains within the
neighbourhood planning area to support habitat recovery and enhancements within existing green
infrastructure. We would also support opportunities to maximise green infrastructure connectivity including
through opportunities to minimise surface water run-off from existing urban areas through the creation of
raingardens for example. As the neighbourhood plan progresses, there may also be benefit in referencing the
emerging Buckinghamshire and Milton Local Nature Recovery Strategy Local Nature Recovery Strategy
Overview — Buckinghamshire C Milton Keynes Natural Environment Partnership (bucksmknep.co.uk), which
will identify priority actions for nature and map specific areas for improving habitats for nature recovery.

Overall, we are supportive of the policy ambitions within the neighbourhood plan, subject to the proposed
amendments.

If you have any questions about this response or wish to discuss anything I have raised, please do not hesitate
to get in touch.

I'should be grateful if you could please acknowledge receipt of this representation and save the email
strategicgrowth@anglianwater.co.ukshown regarding sending future notifications on progress of the
neighbourhood plan. Thank you.

Yours faithfully,

Carry Murphy

Chartered Town Planner - MRTPI

Spatial and Strategic Planning Manager — Sustainable Growth
Quality G Environment

Tel. 07929 395354

ove
evexy

dvope

anglian

Web: www.anglianwater.co.uk
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Anglian Water Services Limited
Lancaster House, Lancaster Way, Ermine Business Park, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire. PE29 6XU

From: clerk@astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk <clerk@astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk>
Sent: Thursday, July 4, 2024 4:22 PM

To: clerk@astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk

Subject: Aston Abbotts Statutory Consultees Notice

You don't often get email from clerk@astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk. Learn why this is important
*EXTERNAL MAIL¥* - Please be aware this mail is from an external sender - THINK BEFORE YOU CLICK

STATUTORY CONSULTEES NOTICE:
Aston Abbotts Parish Council (HP22 4LY) is preparing a Neighbourhood Plan covering the whole Parish.

In accordance with the 2012 Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations (Regulation 14), the Draft
Neighbourhood Plan is out to formal consultation from 12:00 midday 1 July to 17:00 19® August 2024.

In addition to engaging local people, community organisations and businesses in the Parish, the Parish Council
wishes to obtain the views of statutory bodies and other interested organisations at each stage of the Plan. Your
comments are, therefore, invited. Should you have no comment to offer please indicate this in your response; and if
this email have been addressed incorrectly within your organisation please either forward it on or advise us of the
correct person to send it to.

The Draft Plan and accompanying documents are on the Neighbourhood Plan pages of the Parish Council website:
https://astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plan/

The website offers an online feedback form, which is the recommended way to submit comments. Alternatively, you
can email your feedback to the following address:
ourplan@astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk

If you have any queries, please contact the parish clerk, Liz van Hullen, who is managing the process on behalf of the
Parish Council. Her contact details are:
E-mail: clerk@astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk
Post:  Tankards Dene,
Hawridge Vale,
Chesham,
HP5 2UG

The Parish Council looks forward to receiving any comment by the close of the consultation.

Kind regards

Liz van Hullen

Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer
Aston Abbotts Parish Council

01494 758800

The Parish Council is committed to maintaining
your privacy — Please see our Privacy Policy
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The information contained in this message is likely to be confidential and may be
legally privileged. The dissemination, distribution, copying or disclosure of this
message, or its contents, is strictly prohibited unless authorised by Anglian Water.
It is intended only for the person named as addressee.

Anglian Water cannot accept any responsibility for the accuracy or completeness of
this message, and does not authorise any contract to be made using the Internet.
If you have received this message in error, please immediately return it to the
sender at the above address and delete it from your computer.

Anglian Water Services Limited

Registered Office: Lancaster House, Lancaster Way, Ermine Business Park, Huntingdon,
Cambridgeshire, PE29 6XU

Registered in England No 2366656

Please consider the environment before printing this email.
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P.7. Submission from National Gas

Central Square

AV I S O N Forth Street

Newcastle upon Tyne

YOU NG NE1 3P

T: +44 (0)191 261 2361
F: +44(0)191 269 0076

avisonyoung.co.uk

Our Ref: MV/15B901605

d :I‘A‘:llﬁlb
14 August 2024 FoupANES
Aston Abbotts Parish Council

clerk@astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk
via email only

Dear Sir / Madam

Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 14 Consultation
July - August 2024

Representations on behalf of National Gas Transmission

National Gas Transmission has appointed Avison Young to review and respond to
Neighbourhood Plan consultations on its behalf. We are instructed by our client to submit the
following representation with regard to the current consultation on the above document.

About National Gas Transmission

National Gas Transmission owns and operates the high-pressure gas transmission system across
the UK. In the UK, gas leaves the transmission system and enters the UK's four gas distribution
networks where pressure is reduced for public use.

Proposed sites crossed by or in close proximity to National Gas Transmission Assets
Following a review of the above document we have identified the following National Gas
Transmission assets as falling within the Neighbourhood area boundary:

Asset Description
Gas Transmission Pipeline, route: OLD WARDEN TO CHALGROVE

A plan showing details of National Gas Transmission’s assets is attached to this letter. Please
note that this plan is illustrative only.

National Gas Transmission also provides information in relation to its assets at the website
below.

e https://www.nationalgas.com/land-and-assets/network-route-maps

Please see attached information outlining guidance on development close to National Gas
Transmission infrastructure.

Distribution Networks
Information regarding the gas distribution network is available by contacting:
plantprotection@cadentgas.com

Further Advice

Avison Young (UK) Limited registered in England and Wales number 6382509.
Registered office, 3 Brindleyplace, Birmingham B1 2JB. Regulated by RICS
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AVISON
YOUNG

Please remember to consult National Gas Transmission on any Neighbourhood Plan Documents
or site-specific proposals that could affect our assets.

We would be grateful if you could add our details shown below to your consultation database, if
they are not already included:

Matt Verlander, Director Kam Liddar, Asset Protection Lead
nationalgas.uk@avisonyoung.com box.assetprotection@nationalgas.com
Avison Young National Gas Transmission

Central Square National Grid House

Forth Street Warwick Technology Park

Newcastle upon Tyne Gallows Hill

NE1 3P Warwick, CV34 6DA

If you require any further information in respect of this letter, then please contact us.

Yours faithfully,

Mo AL

Matt Verlander MRTPI

Director

0191 269 0094
matt.verlander@avisonyoung.com
For and on behalf of Avison Young

Avison Young (UK) Limited registered in England and Wales number 6382509.
Registered office, 3 Brindleyplace, Birmingham B1 2)B. Regulated by RICS
2
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Submission from National Gas (cont.)

AVISON
YOUNG

National Gas Transmission is able to provide advice and guidance to the Council concerning their
networks and encourages high quality and well-planned development in the vicinity of its assets.

Gas assets

High-Pressure Gas Pipelines form an essential part of the national gas transmission system and
National Gas Transmission's approach is always to seek to leave their existing transmission
pipelines in situ. Contact should be made with the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) in respect of
sites affected by High-Pressure Gas Pipelines.

National Gas Transmission have land rights for each asset which prevents the erection of
permanent/ temporary buildings, or structures, changes to existing ground levels, storage of
materials etc. Additionally, written permission will be required before any works commence
within the National Gas Transmission's 12.2m building proximity distance, and a deed of consent
is required for any crossing of the easement.

National Gas Transmission's ‘Guidelines when working near National Gas Transmission assets’ can
be downloaded here: https://www.nationalgas.com/document/82951/download

How to contact National Gas Transmission

If you require any further information in relation to the above and/or if you would like to check if
National Gas Transmission's transmission networks may be affected by a proposed
development, please visit the website: https://Isbud.co.uk/

For local planning policy queries, please contact: nationalgas.uk@avisonyoung.com

Avison Young (UK) Limited registered in England and Wales number 6382509.
Registered office, 3 Brindleyplace, Birmingham B1 2)B. Regulated by RICS
3
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Aston Abbotts Parish Council: National Gas Asset Map

Cublington

Aston Abbotts
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Gas_Assets_6495
Development_Plan_Monitoring_v2_977

Contains OS data @ Crown Copyright and database right 2023
Contains data from OS Zoomstack

Web AppBuider for ArcGIS
Ordnance Survey data @ Crown copyright and database right 2023 |
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P.8. Submission from National Grid

Central Square

AV I S O N Forth Street

Newcastle upon Tyne

YOU NG NE1 3P

T: +44 (0)191 261 2361
F: +44(0)191 269 0076

avisonyoung.co.uk

Our Ref:  MV/ 15B901605

d :I‘A‘:llﬁlb
14 August 2024 FoupANES
Aston Abbotts Parish Council

clerk@astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk
via email only

Dear Sir / Madam

Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Regulation 14 Consultation
July - August 2024

Representations on behalf of National Grid Electricity Transmission

National Grid Electricity Transmission has appointed Avison Young to review and respond to
local planning authority Development Plan Document consultations on its behalf. We are
instructed by our client to submit the following representation with regard to the current
consultation on the above document.

About National Grid Electricity Transmission

National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (NGET) owns and maintains the electricity transmission
system in England and Wales. The energy is then distributed to the electricity distribution
network operators, so it can reach homes and businesses.

National Grid no longer owns or operates the high-pressure gas transmission system across the
UK. This is the responsibility of National Gas Transmission, which is a separate entity and must
be consulted independently.

National Grid Ventures (NGV) develop, operate and investin energy projects, technologies, and
partnerships to help accelerate the development of a clean energy future for consumers across
the UK, Europe and the United States. NGV is separate from National Grid’s core regulated
businesses. Please also consult with NGV separately from NGET.

Proposed development sites crossed or in close proximity to NGET assets:

An assessment has been carried out with respect to NGET's assets which include high voltage
electricity assets and other electricity infrastructure.

NGET has identified that it has no record of such assets within the Neighbourhood Plan area.

NGET provides information in relation to its assets at the website below.

¢ wWww2.nationalgrid.com/uk/services/land-and-development/planning-autharity/shape-
files/

Please also see attached information outlining guidance on development close to NGET
infrastructure.

Avison Young (UK) Limited registered in England and Wales number 6382509.
Registered office, 3 Brindleyplace, Birmingham B1 2JB. Regulated by RICS
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Submission from National Grid (cont.)

AVISON
YOUNG

Distribution Networks
Information regarding the electricity distribution network is available at the website below:
www.energynetworks.org.uk

Further Advice

Please remember to consult NGET on any Neighbourhood Plan Documents or site-specific
proposals that could affect our assets. We would be grateful if you could add our details shown
below to your consultation database, if not already included:

Matt Verlander, Director Tiffany Bate, Development Liaison Officer
nationalgrid.uk@avisonyoung.com box.landandacquisitions@nationalgrid.com
Avison Young National Grid Electricity Transmission
Central Square National Grid House

Forth Street Warwick Technology Park

Newcastle upon Tyne Gallows Hill

NE1 3PJ Warwick, CV34 6DA

If you require any further information in respect of this letter, then please contact us.

Yours faithfully,

Mo CLO

Matt Verlander MRTPI

Director

0191 269 0094
matt.verlander@avisonyoung.com
For and on behalf of Avison Young

Avison Young (UK) Limited registered in England and Wales number 6382509.
Registered office, 3 Brindleyplace, Birmingham B1 2)B. Regulated by RICS
2
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AVISON
YOUNG

NGET is able to provide advice and guidance to the Council concerning their networks and
encourages high quality and well-planned development in the vicinity of its assets.

Developers of sites crossed or in close proximity to NGET assets should be aware thatitis NGET
policy to retain existing overhead lines in-situ, though it recognises that there may be
exceptional circumstances that would justify the request where, for example, the proposal is of
regional or national importance.

NGET's ‘Guidelines for Development near pylons and high voltage overhead power lines’ promote the
successful development of sites crossed by existing overhead lines and the creation of well-
designed places. The guidelines demonstrate that a creative design approach can minimise the
impact of overhead lines whilst promoting a quality environment. The guidelines can be
downloaded here: https://www.nationalgridet.com/document/130626/download

The statutory safety clearances between overhead lines, the ground, and built structures must
not be infringed. Where changes are proposed to ground levels beneath an existing line then it is
important that changes in ground levels do not result in safety clearances being infringed.
National Grid can, on request, provide to developers detailed line profile drawings that detail the
height of conductors, above ordnance datum, at a specific site.

NGET's statutory safety clearances are detailed in their ‘Guidelines when working near National
Grid Electricity Transmission assets’, which can be downloaded here:
www.nationalgridet.com/network-and-assets/working-near-our-assets

How to contact NGET

If you require any further information in relation to the above and/or if you would like to check if
NGET's transmission networks may be affected by a proposed development, please visit the
website: https://Isbud.co.uk/

For local planning policy queries, please contact: nationalgrid.uk@avisonyoung.com

Avison Young (UK) Limited registered in England and Wales number 6382509.
Registered office, 3 Brindleyplace, Birmingham B1 2)B. Regulated by RICS
3
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Submission from National Highways

From: Sean O'connell <Sean.O'connell@nationalhighways.co.uk>

Sent: 19 August 2024 10:20

To: ourplan@astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk

Cc: transportplanning@dft.gov.uk; Spatial Planning; Philip Porter

Subject: Aston Abbotts Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan - National Highways' response

Dear Sir/Madam
Thank you for consulting National Highways on the abovementioned Neighbourhood Plan.

National Highways is a strategic highway company under the provisions of the Infrastructure Act 2015
and is the highway authority, traffic authority and street authority for the Strategic Road Network
(SRN).

It has been noted that once adopted, the Neighbourhood Plan will become a material consideration
in the determination of planning applications. Where relevant, National Highways will be a statutory
consultee on future planning applications within the area and will assess the impact on the SRN of

a planning application accordingly.

Notwithstanding the above comments, we have reviewed the document and note that the details set
out within the document are unlikely to have an severe impact on the operation of the trunk road and
we offer No Comment.

Regards,
Sean O'Connell

Spatial Planner

Operations (East) | National Highways
Woodlands | Manton Lane | Bedford | MK41 7LW
Mobile: +44 (0)7801 788805

Web: www.nationalhighways.co.uk

This email may contain information which is confidential and is intended only for use of the recipient/s
named above. If you are not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any copying, distribution,
disclosure, reliance upon or other use of the contents of this email is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this email in error, please notify the sender and destroy it.

National Highways Limited | General enquiries: 0300 123 5000 |National Traffic Operations Centre, 3
Ridgeway, Quinton Business Park, Birmingham B32 1AF | hitps://nationalhighways.co.uk |
[info@nationalhighways.co.uk]info@nationalhighways.co.uk

Registered in England and Wales no 9346363 | Registered Office: Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close,

Guildford, Surrey GU1 4LZ
Consider the environment. Please don't print this e-mail unless you really need to.

This email may contain information which is confidential and is intended only for use of the
recipient/s named above. If you are not an intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any
copying, distribution, disclosure, reliance upon or other use of the contents of this email is strictly
prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender and destroy it.
National Highways Limited | General enquiries: 0300 123 5000 |National Traffic Operations
Centre, 3 Ridgeway, Quinton Business Park, Birmingham B32 1AF |
https://nationalhighways.co.uk | info@nationalhighways.co.uk
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Registered in England and Wales no 9346363 | Registered Office: Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree
Close, Guildford, Surrey GU1 4L7Z
Consider the environment. Please don't print this e-mail unless you really need to.
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Annex A Preliminary 2022 Survey Results

This annex contains the preliminary results of the survey published in November 2022. It
has been reproduced here for reference in its original format.

For the complete findings, including all notes and comments from respondents, please
refer to the separate report titled “2022 Survey Results Evidence Report”.
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Aston Abbotts 2022 Neighbourhood Questionnaire
Preliminary Results

Introduction

This document contains the preliminary consolidated information for the Aston Abbotts
Neighbourhood Questionnaire which was distributed in April 2022. This preliminary report contains
only the consolidate tick boxes and demographic information within the questionnaire and excludes
the comments and notes made by the residents. The notes and comments will be included in the full
version of this report which will be used to inform the development of the Neighbourhood Plan.

The questionnaires were delivered to about 180 households and 84 were competed and returned.
This is close to 50% return - it is believed that a typical response to this type of questionnaire is
between 30% and 40% so, by getting nearly 50% return is testament to the enthusiasm that many of
our community are showing and their desire to influence the way Aston Abbotts will develop over
the coming years.

The consolidated information presented in this document is divided into the following sections:
Section 1 — General Info
Section 2 — Housing
Section 3 — Economy
Section 4 — Communication
Section 5 — Infrastructure
Section 6 — Private Transport
Section 7 — Environment
Section 8 — History and Ecology
Section 9 — Other
Appendix A — Questionnaire

Sections 1to 9

For each of the main sections (1 to 9) there are two subsections titled Tick box Summary and Detailed
Breakdown.

Note that the information provided in the Tick box Summary and Detailed Breakdown sections may
use abbreviated terms (this was necessary for presentation) - please refer to the questionnaire
re-printed in Appendix A if clarification of the question is required.

Tick box Summaries:

The Tick box Summary subsection shows the highest scoring option of the tick boxes which includes
the number of people who responded and the percentage achieved for the selected the option. For
example:

Q25 When new homes are built, where do | "Only within the village" (44 out of 82, 54%)
' you think they should be located? | 82 households responded (98%)

Shows the number and Shows the highest scoring option
percentage of questionnaires and percentage of those that
where a response was given provided a response
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Detailed Breakdowns:

The Detailed Breakdown subsection provides the details of the responses to all questions. For the
tick box summaries, the tables are “heatmap” shaded with the darkest green showing the highest
percent return. For example:

Q2.5 When new homes are built, where do you think they should be located?
Only within the village] 44 54%
Only greenfield sites 9 11% The percentage breakdown for those
Both in village and greenfield sites] 2@ 24% that provided a response

K/’—— Other* 9 11% Numb g .
%] < umber and percentage o

Other: L 2 [2%] questionnaires with no response

. \ If the questionnaire provided the option for the

Brownfield site " 1 v ]
e Brownfield sites before greenfield/agriculture reSI(:!ents to add Oth.er categories then these
are listed below the tick box summary.

Appendices

Appendix A — “Questionnaire” provides, for information and reference, the questionnaire that was
circulated to residents
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Section 1 - General Info

Section 1.1 - General Info - Tick Box Summary

Q1.4

Q1.6

What is the housing status for the property?

Q1411

Housing Status

"Owned outright" (52 out of 84 (62%))
84 households responded (100%)

How do you feel about living in Aston Abbotts?

"Strongly agree" (57 out of 83, 69%)

79 households responded (94%)

Q1.6 []] |Has a nice environment 83 households responded (99%)
. . "Agree" (40 out of 82, 49%)
Q1.6(i] |ls clean & tidy 82 households responded (98%)
. "Strongly agree" (41 out of 82, 50%)
Q1.6 [ii] |Is quiet/peaceful 82 households responded (98%)
. . "Agree" (45 out of 81, 56%)
Q1.6 [iv] |Has strong sense of community 81 households responded (96%)
- "Disagree" (42 out of 83, 51%)
Q1.6[v] |Has good facilities 83 households responded (99%)
: : "Neither agree nor disagree" (35 out of 82, 43%)
Q1.6 [vi] |Has good public transport 82 households responded (98%)
] : : "Agree" (46 out of 81, 57%)
Q1.6 [vii] |Is convenient for commuting 81 households responded (96%)
"Agree" (32 out of 79, 41%)
Q1.6 [viii] |Is convenient for cultural activities "Neither agree nor disagree" (32 out of 79, 41%)
79 households responded (94%)
. . - "Neither agree nor disagree" (32 out of 81, 40%)
Q1.6 [ix] |Is good for social activities 81 households responded (96%)
Q1.6[x] |Isin good school catchment area Neither agree nor disagree" (35 out of 79, 44%)

Page 3
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Section 1.2 - General Info - Detailed Breakdown

Q1.1 Number of members within the household
Qty 1 Qty 2 Qty 3 Qty 4 Total
Number of adults?] 23 57 2 2 151
Number of school-age children? 8 3 14
Number of pre-school-age infants? 2 2
167
Ql.2 What is the gender and ages of all members of the household?
Aé’if,e":t Under12 | 12t017 | 181029 | 30t049 | 50to64 | 65t075 | 76+ | Total
Gender not given 1 1 2 4
Male 4 7 1 1 13 17 23 12 78
Female 4 3 1 6 13 27 17 12 83
Prefer not to say 1 1 2
9 11 3 7 26 45 42 24 167
Q1.3 What is the work/education situation for all members of the household?
Employed] 48 29%
Self Employed| 26 16%
Retired] 67 40%
Unemployed 2 1%
In full-time education] 14 8%
Other| 10 6%
Other:
e Both employed and self employed
e Disabled
e Looking after home and family
e Nursery [x2]
e Retired although employed part time as casual as well
e Semiretired [x2]
e Starting school in September
e Volunteer librarian
Q14 What is the housing status for the property?
Owned with a mortgage| 25 30%
Owned outright] 52 62%
Rented from private landlord 2 2%
Housing association 5 6%
Ql.5 How long have you lived in Aston Abbotts (years)?
Nil <={yr | 2-5yrs | 6-10yrs | 11-15yrs | 15-20 yrs | 21-30 yrs | >30 yrs
Number in each year range 8 6 11 13 6 4 13 23
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Q1.6

Q1.6 [i]

Q1.6 [ii]

Q1.6 [iii]

Q1.6 [iv]

Q1.6 [v]

How do you feel about living in Aston Abbotts?

Has a nice environment

Strongly agree| 57 69%
Agree] 24 29%
Neither agree nor disagree 2 2%
No Response 1 [1%]
Is clean & tidy
Strongly agree] 37 45%
Agree] 460 49%
Neither agree nor disagree 4 5%
Disagree 1 1%
No Response 2 [2%]
Is quiet/peaceful
Strongly agree|] 41 50%
Agree] 30 37%
Neither agree nor disagree 6 7%
Disagree] 4 5%
Strongly disagree 1 1%
No Response 2 [2%]
Has strong sense of community
Strongly agree] 22 27%
Agree] 45 56%
Neither agree nor disagree] 11 14%
Disagree 1 1%
Strongly disagree 2 2%
No Response 3 [4%]
Has good facilities
Agree] 11 13%
Neither agree nor disagree] 24 29%
Disagree| 42 51%
Strongly disagree 6 7%
No Response 1 [1%]
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Q1.6 [vi]

Q1.6 [vii]

Q1.6 [viii]

Q1.6 [ix]

Q1.6 [x]

Has good public transport

Strongly agree 6 7%
Agree] 27 33%
Neither agree nor disagree| 35 43%
Disagree 9 11%
Strongly disagree 5 6%
No Response 2 [2%]
Is convenient for commuting
Strongly agree 9 11%
Agree] 46 57%
Neither agree nor disagree] 18 22%
Disagree 6 7%
Strongly disagree 2 2%
No Response 3 [4%]
Is convenient for cultural activities
Strongly agree] 4 5%
Agree] 32 41%
Neither agree nor disagree|] 32 41%
Disagree] 10 13%
Strongly disagree 1 1%
No Response 5 [6%]
Is good for social activities
Strongly agree 3 4%
Agree] 27 33%
Neither agree nor disagree] 32 40%
Disagree| 17 21%
Strongly disagree 2 2%
No Response 3 [4%]
Is in good school catchment area
Strongly agree 9 11%
Agree] 34 43%
Neither agree nor disagree] 35 44%
Disagree 1 1%
No Response 5 [6%]
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Q1.6 [xi] Other Factor for Overall Impression
e Active Church (Agree)
e Church bell ringing at unsociable hours (ie early morning & late evening) (Strongly disagree)
e Coffee morning (Agree)
e Does not suffer from excessive traffic and used as rat-run (Strongly disagree)
e Feel safe and secure (Strongly agree)
e Footpaths (ie, easy access to open country to walk) (Strongly agree)
e General Improvements Required (Strongly agree)
e Lovely rural location (Strongly agree)
e Mobility friendly (Neither agree nor disagree)
e Needs a "community hub" (Strongly agree)
Needs a pub (Strongly agree)
Needs a shop (Strongly agree)
Needs traffic calming (Strongly agree)
No Pub (Strongly agree)
No Shop / Post Office (Strongly agree)
Now no pub (Strongly agree)
Plenty of trees (Strongly agree)
Pub (Strongly agree)
Safe (Disagree)
e Shop (Strongly agree)
o Small village (Strongly agree)
e Sport and Leisure Facilities (Disagree)
e Stop lorries through village (Strongly agree)
e Traffic calming measures & stop cut-through via The Green to Weedon (Strongly agree)
e Traffic transit noise/quality worsening noticeably (Strongly agree)
o Village needs traffic calming measures urgently (Strongly agree)
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Section 2 - Housing

Section 2.1 - Housing - Tick Box Summary

Q2.1,2

Q2.3

Q2.4

New housing

Do you agree that there will be a

"Agree" (31 out of 82, 38%)

Q21 need for more housing? 82 households responded (98%)
Q2.2 How many homes do you think would | "Less than 10" (41 out of 83, 49%)
' be appropriate? 83 households responded (99%)

When new homes have to be built, which ty

pe do you think would be most suitable?

Q2.3[i] |Affordable homes

"In favour" (23 out of 78, 29%)
78 households responded (93%)

"Strongly opposed to" (22 out of 74, 30%)

Q2.3[ii] |Housing association homes oo eendod 1D
Q2.3[iii] |Retirement/sheltered homes 7222;&‘3% r(fsi 0%221‘(87;/;)35%)
Q230 |Bungalows o 47%]
i B i i oo

Q2.3 [vi] |Medium size homes (2-3 beds) ;'9”;:2{2%22; (1(832 S(;t;; 3;17%4;?%)

23 ooy B

Q2.3 [viii] |Flats "Strongly opposed to" (31 out of 69, 45%)

69 households responded (82%)

New Housing Sustainability and Location

Q241 When new homes are built, do you
' agree they must be built sustainably?

"Strongly agree" (50 out of 84 (60%))
84 households responded (100%)

Q25 When new homes are built, where do

you think they should be located?

"Only within the village" (44 out of 82, 54%)
82 households responded (98%)

Page

8 [ssue 1.2
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Section 2.2 - Housing - Detailed Breakdown

Q2.1,2

Q2.1

Q2.2

Q2.3

Q2.3 [i]

Q2.3 [ii]

Q2.3 [iii]

New housing

Do you agree that there will be a need for more housing?

Strongly agree|] 10 12%
Agree|] 31 38%
Neither agree nor disagree 8 10%
Disagree| 13 16%
Strongly disagree] 18 22%
Not sure or don’t know 2 2%
No Response 2 [2%]

How many homes do you think would be appropriate?

Less than 10} 41 49%
10t020] 31 37%
211030 8 10%
311050 1 1%
Over 50 2 2%

No Response 1 [1%]

When new homes have to be built, which type do you think would be most suitable?

Affordable homes

Strongly in favour] 20 26%

In favour] 23 29%

Don'tmind|] 14 18%

Opposed to 9 12%

Strongly opposed to] 12 15%

No Response 6 [7%]

Housing association homes

Strongly in favour 8 11%

Infavour] 11 15%

Don'tmind] 16 22%

Opposedto] 17 23%

Strongly opposed to| 22 30%
No Response 16 [12%]

Retirement/sheltered homes
Strongly in favour] 7 9%

In favour] 19 26%

Don’t mind] 26 35%

Opposed to] 15 20%

Strongly opposed to 7 9%

No Response 10 [12%]
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Q2.3 [iv]

Q2.3 [v]

Q2.3 [vi]

Q2.3 [vii]

Q2.3 [viii]

Q2.3 [ix]

Bungalows
Strongly in favour] 11 15%
In favour] 20 27%
Don’t mind] 29 40%
Opposedto] 10 14%
Strongly opposed to 3 4%
No Response 11 [13%]
Small homes (1 bed)
Strongly in favour 7 10%
In favour] 15 21%
Don’t mind] 30 43%
Opposed to] 15 21%
Strongly opposed to 3 4%
No Response 14 [17%]
Medium size homes (2-3 beds)
Strongly in favour| 12 15%
In favour] 39 49%
Don'tmind] 20 25%
Opposed to 4 5%
Strongly opposed to 4 5%
No Response 5 [6%]
Larger homes (4+ beds)
Strongly in favour 7 10%
Infavour] 14 19%
Don’t mind] 20 27%
Opposed to] 19 26%
Strongly opposed to] 13 18%
No Response 11 [13%]
Flats
Strongly in favour 2 3%
In favour 3 4%
Don'tmind] 15 22%
Opposedto] 18 26%
Strongly opposed to] 31 45%
No Response 15 [18%]

Other Type of Housing
e Agricultural homes (Opposed to)
e Build to rent (Opposed to)

e Council houses (Strongly opposed to)
e Halfway homes (Strongly opposed to)
e Homes with off-road parking proportional to no. of bedrooms (Strongly in favour)
e Park Home/Mobile Home (Strongly opposed to)

e Quality Build (Strongly in favour)
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Q2.4

Q2.4 [i]

Q2.5

New Housing Sustainability and Location

When new homes are built, do you agree they must be built sustainably?
Strongly agree| 56 60%

Agree] 22 26%

Neither agree nor disagree 9 11%

Strongly disagree 3 4%

When new homes are built, where do you think they should be located?
Only within the village] 44 54%

Only greenfield sites 9 11%

Both in village and greenfield sites] 20 24%
Other* 9 11%

No Response 2 [2%]

Other:

e Brownfield site

e Brownfield sites before greenfield/agriculture
e Infill sites

e No new homes

e None

e Only on edge of village

e See note

e Urban fringe

e Within the village or potential brownfield sites
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Section 3 - Economy

Section 3.1 - Economy - Tick Box Summary

Q3.2

Q3.3

Q3.4

Businesses run from home

Q3.2

Do any members of the household
run a business from home?

"No" (65 out of 80, 81%)

80 households responded (95%)

Business Premises

Q3.3 ]

Does anyone in household own/rent
business premises in the parish?

"No" (77 out of 79, 97%)
79 households responded (94%)

Q3.3a

Do they see the business(es) staying
in the parish for the next 10 years?

"Yes" (2 out of 3, 67%)

3 households responded (4%)

Business Units

Q34 il

Do you favour development of more
Business Units within the Parish?

"Neither agree nor disagree" (23 out of 79, 29%)

79 households responded (94%)
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Section 3.2 - Economy - Detailed Breakdown

Q3.1

Q3.2

Q3.2 [i]

For members of the household that are employed, where do they work?

Aston Abbotts] 16 22%

Aylesbury] 10 14%

Leighton Buzzard 2 3%
Milton Keynes 2 3%
Luton or Dunstable 3 4%

London 9 12%

Other*] 31 42%

Other:

Aston Abbotts and Milton Keynes
Aylesbury & Thame

Aylesbury, Leighton Buzzard and Milton Keynes
Berkhamstead [x3]

Bicester

Both London & Home
Buckingham

Bucks Area

Haddenham/Thame

Hemel Hempstead [x4]
Hertfordshire areas

Local area

Not defined

Part London, Part Home [x2]

Part time in both Aston Abbotts and London
Princess Risborough
Rickmansworth

Tring

Tring/Berkhamstead

Various

Watford

Wing

Wingrave

Working from home [x2]

Businesses run from home

Do any members of the household run a business from home?

Yes| 15 19%

No] 65 81%

No Response 4 [5%]
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Q3.2a If yes, please state nature of the business(es)
Accommodation services 2 11%
Agriculture] 1 5%
Education 2 11%
Financial and/or Insurance 2 11%
Retail 1 5%
Other*] 11 58%
Other:
e Agriculture and Tourism
e Events
e Gardening
e Marketing [x2]
e Photography [x2]
e Secretarial audio typing
e Service Industry
e Transport
e Travel
Q3.3 Business Premises
Q3.3 [i] Does anyone in household own/rent business premises in the parish?
Yes 2 3%
Nol 77 97%
No Response 5 [6%]
Q3.3a Do they see the business(es) staying in the parish for the next 10 years?
Yes| 2 67%
No 1 33%
No Response 81 [96%]
Q3.3b If yes, please state nature of the business(es)
Agriculture] 2 50%
Other*] 2 50%
Other:
e Snow Sports
e Tourism
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Q3.4 Business Units

Q3.4 [i] Do you favour development of more Business Units within the Parish?
Strongly agree 2 3%

Agree] 12 15%

Neither agree nor disagree] 23 29%

Disagree] 18 23%

Strongly disagree] 21 27%
Not sure or don’t know 3 4%

No Response 5 [6%]
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Section 4 - Communication

Section 4.1 - Communication - Tick Box Summary

Q4.1,2 Communication General
Q4 1 Community news and information - | "Very important" (43 out of 83, 52%)

' how important is it to you? 83 households responded (99%)

Q42 Is it easy to find community news and | "Easy" (46 out of 79, 58%)

' information for Aston Abbotts? 79 households responded (94%)

Q4.3 As sources of community news and information, how would you rate the following?

. . , "Don't use it" (28 out of 80, 35%)

Q4.3[i] |Parish noticeboards 80 households responded (95%)
. , , . "Don’t use it" (32 out of 76, 42%)

Q4.3[ii] |Parish Council website 76 households responded (90%)
. "Don’t use it" (24 out of 76, 32%)

Q4.3 [iii] |Aston Abbotts website 76 houssholds responded (90%)
. : "Very Good" (42 out of 82, 51%)

Q4.3 [iv] |Aston Abbotts Chronicle 82 households responded (98%)
: "Very Good" (36 out of 80, 45%)

Q4.3[v] |Aston Abbotts Email Post Box 80 households responded (95%)
. "Don’t use it" (52 out of 76, 68%)

Q4.3 [vi] |Local county newspapers 76 households responded (90%)
. . : "Don’t use it" (60 out of 74, 81%)

Q4.3 [vii] |BBC Three Counties Radio 74 households responded (88%)
"Don’t use it" (36 out of 76, 47%)

Q4.3 [viii] | Facebook 76 households responded (90%)
. . "Don’t use it" (56 out of 74, 76%)

Q4.3 [ix] | Twitter 74 households responded (88%)
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Section 4.2 - Communication - Detailed Breakdown
Q4.1,2 Communication General

Q4.1 Community news and information - how important is it to you?
Very important] 43 52%

Important] 31 37%
Fairly Important 9 11%

No Response 1 [1%]

Q4.2 Is it easy to find community news and information for Aston Abbotts?
Very Easy] 26 33%
Easy] 46 58%

Difficult 6 8%

Very difficult 1 1%
No Response 5 [6%]

Q4.3 As sources of community news and information, how would you rate the following?

Q4.3 [i] Parish noticeboards

Very Good 7 9%
Good| 15 19%

OK] 23 29%

Poor 7 9%

Don’tuseit] 28 35%

No Response 4 [5%]

Q4.3 [ii] Parish Council website

Very Good] 7 9%
Good 8 11%

OK] 17 22%

Poor 2 3%

Don’tuseit] 32 42%
Was not aware it existed] 10 13%
No Response 8 [16%]

Page 17 Issue 1.2



Aston Abbotts 2022 Neighbourhood Questionnaire Prelim Result

Q4.3 [iii] Aston Abbotts website
Very Good| 13 17%
Good] 15 20%
OK|] 18 24%
Poor 3 4%
Very Poor] 1 1%
Don’tuseit] 24 32%
Was not aware it existed 2 3%
No Response 8 [16%]
Q4.3 [iv] Aston Abbotts Chronicle
Very Good] 42 51%
Good| 27 33%
OK|] 11 13%
Poor 2 2%
No Response 2 [2%]
Q4.3 [v] Aston Abbotts Email Post Box
Very Good] 36 45%
Good] 17 21%
OK 9 11%
Poor 2 3%
Very Poor] 1 1%
Dontuseit] 11 14%
Was not aware it existed 4 5%
No Response 4 [5%]
Q4.3 [vi] Local county newspapers
Very Good 1 1%
Good 1 1%
OK] 12 16%
Very Poor 6 8%
Don’tuseit] 52 68%
Was not aware it existed 4 5%
No Response 8 [106%]
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Q4.3 [vii] BBC Three Counties Radio

Good 2 3%
OK 7 9%
Poor 2 3%
Very Poor] 2 3%
Don’tuseit] 60 81%
Was not aware it existed 1 1%
No Response 10 [12%]
Q4.3 [viii] Facebook
Very Good] 11 14%
Good] 13 17%
OK 8 11%
Poor 4 5%
Very Poor 1 1%
Don’tuseit] 36 47%
Was not aware it existed 3 4%
No Response 8 [16%]
Q4.3 [ix] Twitter
Good 1 1%
OK 2 3%
Don’tuseit] 56 76%
Was not aware it existed| 15 20%
No Response 10 [12%]
Q4.3 [x] Other Types of Information
e Bucks Radio (Very Good)
e Church noticeboard (Poor)
e Social groups within the village (Very Good)
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Section 5 - Infrastructure

Section 5.1 - Infrastructure - Tick Box Summary

Q5.1 Infrastructure
Q5.1 Do you have a broadband internet | "Yes" (74 out of 81, 91%)
' connection within the household? 81 households responded (96%)

Q5.2 Which of the following facilities do you use and how often do you use them?

. . "Rarely" (37 out of 82, 45%)
Q5.2 [i] Village Hall 82 households responded (98%)

"Rarely" (33 out of 80, 41%)

05.2[ii] | Recreation Ground 80 households responded (95%)

G "Never" (42 out of 81, 52%)
Q5.2{ii] | Children’s Play Area 81 households responded (96%)

. "Rarely" (36 out of 81, 44%)
Q5.2{iv] | Church 81 households responded (96%)

"Rarely" (32 out of 80, 40%)

Q5.2[v] | The Orchard 80 households responded (95%)

Q5.3 Which of the following do you think will need to be developed in the Parish?

, "Need more regardless.." (39 out of 76, 51%)
Q5.3 Local shops 76 households responded (90%)

"Don’t need any more.." (22 out of 73, 30%)

Q5.3[ii] |Leisure facilities 73 households responded (87%)

"Don’t need any more.." (32 out of 75, 43%)

Q5.3[iil] | Parks/play area 75 households responded (89%)

"Need more regardless.." (32 out of 77, 42%)

Q5.3 [v] |Parking spaces 77 households responded (92%)

"Need more with new homes.." (28 out of 74, 38%)

Q5.3[v] |Road capacity 74 households responded (88%)

“Need more regardless.." (24 out of 77, 31%)

Q5.3 [vi] |Bus services 77 households responded (92%)

Q5.5 Schools

Were the school(s) the preferred "Yes" (10 out of 11, 91%)

Q5.5 choice for the child(ren) 11 households responded (13%)
Q5.6 Recreational facilities
Q5.6 ] How do you rate the play and "Adequate” (34 out of 83, 41%)

recreational facilities for the village? | 83 households responded (99%)

Q5.9 Allotments

Do any of the members of the

Q5.9a household rent or share an "No* (74 out of 82, 90%)

82 households responded (98%)

allotment?
Q5.9 If they don’t rent or share an "No" (63 out of 69, 91%)
' allotment, would they like to? 69 households responded (82%)
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Section 5.2 - Infrastructure - Detailed Breakdown

Q5.1 Infrastructure
Q5.1 Do you have a broadband internet connection within the household?
Yes| 74 91%
No 7 9%
No Response 3 [4%]
Q5.2 Which of the following facilities do you use and how often do you use them?

Q5.2 [i] Village Hall

Weekly] 24 29%
Monthly 7 9%

Rarely] 37 45%

Never] 14 17%

No Response 2 [2%]

Q5.2 [ii] Recreation Ground

Daily 5 6%

Weekly] 13 16%
Monthly] 13 16%
Rarely] 33 41%

Never] 16 20%
No Response 4 [5%]

Q5.2 [iii] Children’s Play Area

Daily 1 1%

Weekly] 10 12%
Monthly] 9 11%
Rarely] 19 23%
Never| 42 52%
No Response 3 [4%]

Q5.2 [iv] Church

Weekly] 16 20%
Monthly 5 6%

Rarely] 36 44%

Never] 24 30%

No Response 3 [4%]
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Q5.2 [v]

Q5.2 [vi]

Q5.3

Q5.3 [i]

Q5.3 [ii]

Q5.3 [iii]

The Orchard
Daily 2 3%
Weekly] 6 8%
Monthly] 19 24%
Rarely] 32 40%
Never| 21 26%
No Response 4 [5%]

Other Facility
e Allotments (Daily)

e Footpaths & bridleways around the village (Daily)

e Footpaths (Daily) [x2]

e Footpaths (Weekly)

e Pub (as there isn't one) (Never)
e Pub (Monthly)

e Pub (Never)

e Public footpaths/bridleways (Daily)

o Village Hall cafe (Weekly)
o Village walk (Weekly)

o Village walk over fields and footpaths (Monthly)

Which of the following do you think will need to be developed in the Parish?

Local shops
Don't need any more..] 17 22%
Need more with new homes.. 9 12%
Need more regardless..] 39 51%
Don'tknow| 11 14%
No Response 8 [16%]
Leisure facilities
Don’t need any more..] 22 30%
Need more with new homes..] 16 22%
Need more regardless..] 16 22%
Don'tknow| 19 26%
No Response 11 [13%]
Parks/play area
Don’t need any more..] 32 43%
Need more with new homes..] 28 37%
Need more regardless.. 8 11%
Don’t know 7 9%
No Response 9 [11%]
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Q5.3 [iv]

Q5.3 [v]

Q5.3 [vi]

Q5.3 [vii]

Q5.5

Q5.5b

Parking spaces

Don't need any more.. 7 9%
Need more with new homes..] 31 40%
Need more regardless..] 32 42%
Don't know 7 9%
No Response 7 [8%]
Road capacity
Don't need any more..] 17 23%
Need more with new homes..| 28 38%
Need more regardless..] 14 19%
Don'tknow| 15 20%
No Response 10 [12%]
Bus services
Don't need any more..] 10 13%
Need more with new homes..] 21 27%
Need more regardless..] 24 31%
Don'tknow| 22 29%
No Response 7 [8%]

Other Things for Development

e Activity for 10-16 year olds (Need more with new homes..)

e Bridleways (Need more regardless..)

e Cycle paths (Need more regardless..)
e Dog pooh bins (Need more regardless..)

e Footpaths (Need more regardless..)

e GP Surgery (Need more regardless..)
¢ Improved/controlled traffic flow by non-local traffic/inappropriate size/speed (Need more

regardless..)

e Improvements to pavements and footpaths (Need more regardless..)

e Library bus (Need more regardless..)
e Licenced social club (Need more regardless..)

e Qutdoor exercise (Need more regardless..)
e Pavement (Need more regardless..)

e Pavements within village (Need more regardless..)

e Pub (Need more regardless..) [x13]

e Pub/Restaurant (Need more regardless..) [x2]

e Renewable energy (Need more regardless..)

e Street Lights (Need more regardless..)
e Tennis courts (Need more regardless..)
e Traffic calming (Need more regardless..)

Schools

Were the school(s) the preferred choice for the child(ren)

Yes| 10 91%
No 1 9%
No Response 73 [87%]
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Q5.6

Q5.6 [i]

Q5.7

Q5.7 [i]

Q5.8

Q5.8 [i]

Q5.9

Q5.9a

Q5.9b

Recreational facilities

How do you rate the play and recreational facilities for the village?
Very Good| 12 14%
Good] 33 40%
Adequate] 34 41%
Poor 3 4%
Very Poor] 1 1%
No Response 1 [1%]

Footpaths

How often do you use the footpaths?

Often in summer] 63 43%
Often in winter] 51 35%

Sometimes in summer 9 6%
Sometimes in winter] 13 9%
Rarely 5 3%

Never 4 3%

No Response 2 [1%]
Bridleways

How often do you use the bridleways?
Often in summer| 27 25%
Oftenin winter] 21 20%

Sometimes in summer] 14 13%
Sometimes in winter 8 7%
Rarely] 9 8%

Never] 28 26%
No Response 8 [7%]

Allotments

Do any of the members of the household rent or share an allotment?
Yes 8 10%

No 74 90%

No Response 2 [2%]

If they don’t rent or share an allotment, would they like to?

Yes 6 9%
No] 63 91%

No Response 15 [18%]
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Section 6 - Private Transport

Section 6.1 - Private Transport - Tick Box Summary

Q6.1b  Parking

Q6.1b [i]

Do you rely on on-street parking for | "No" (62 out of 79, 78%)
your vehicles? 79 households responded (94%)

Q6.2 Electric Vehicles

Q6.2a

Are you considering getting an "No" (43 out of 76, 57%)
electric vehicle in the next 5 years? | 76 households responded (90%)

Q6.2b

Would lack of an on-street charging  |"No" (52 out of 74, 70%)
stop you getting an electric vehicle? | 74 households responded (88%)
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Section 6.2 - Private Transport - Detailed Breakdown

Q6.1

Q6.1a [iv]

Q6.1b [i]

Q6.1c

Q6.2

Q6.2a

Q6.2b

How many vehicles are there for the household?

Qty 1 Qty 2 Qty 3 Qty 4 Total
Petrol 33 17 1 2 78
Diesel 22 17 1 1 63
Hybrid 3 3
Electric 4 4
148
Other Type of Vehicle
e Bicycles/ebikes (4)
Do you rely on on-street parking for your vehicles?
Yes] 17 22%
No] 62 78%
No Response 5 [6%]
If yes, how many of your vehicles are typically parked on the street?
Qty 1 Qty 2 Qty 3 Total
Number against gty of cars on street] 12 3 1 21

Electric Vehicles

Are you considering getting an electric vehicle in the next 5 years?

Yes|] 33 43%
Nol 43 57%
No Response 8 [16%]

Would lack of an on-street charging sto

Yes] 22 30%
Nol 52 70%
No Response 16 [12%]

p you getting an electric vehicle?
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Section 7 - Environment

Section 7.1 - Environment - Tick Box Summary

Q7.1

Countryside and landscape

Q7.17i]

How important is to you is the
countryside/landscape around the
Parish?

"Very important" (76 out of 82, 93%)
82 households responded (98%)
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Section 7.2 - Environment - Detailed Breakdown

Q7.1 Countryside and landscape

Q7.1 [i] How important is to you is the countryside/landscape around the Parish?
Very important] 76 93%
Important 6 7%

No Response 2 [2%]
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Section 8 - History and Ecology

Section 8.1 - History and Ecology - Tick Box Summary

Q8.1 History

Q8.1

How do you feel about our historical
past being preserved?

"Very important" (63 out of 82, 77%)
82 households responded (98%)

Q8.2 Wildlife

Q8.2 [i]

How do you feel about our wildlife
being preserved?

"Very important" (77 out of 83, 93%)
83 households responded (99%)

Q8.3

History and Ecology Ideas

Q8.3 i]

Website (Historical and ecological
information)

"Yes" (63 out of 77, 82%)
77 households responded (92%)

Q8.3 ii]

Information signs at points of interest

"Yes" (56 out of 78, 72%)
78 households responded (93%)

Q8.3 Jii]

History display boards

"Yes" (47 out of 77, 61%)
77 households responded (92%)

Q8.3 [iv]

Open History days and Ecology days

"Yes" (40 out of 75, 53%)
75 households responded (89%)

Q8.3 [v]

Walking guides — what to see where

"Yes" (67 out of 79, 85%)
79 households responded (94%)

Q8.3 [vi]

Guided tours for history/ecology

"Yes" (38 out of 74, 51%)
74 households responded (88%)

Q8.3 [vii]

Living memories website (for people
inside and outside the parish)

"Yes" (43 out of 76, 57%)
76 households responded (90%)

Page 29

[ssue 1.2




Aston Abbotts 2022 Neighbourhood Questionnaire Prelim Result

Section 8.2 - History and Ecology - Detailed Breakdown

Q8.1

Q8.1 [i]

Q8.2

Q8.2 [i]

Q8.3

Q8.3 [i]

Q8.3 [ii]

Q8.3 [iii]

Q8.3 [iv]

History

How do you feel about our historical past being preserved?

Very important] 63 77%
Important] 11 13%

Fairly Important] 8 10%
No Response 2 [2%]

Wildlife

How do you feel about our wildlife being preserved?

Very important] 77 93%
Important] 4 5%
Fairly Important 2 2%
No Response 1 [1%]
History and Ecology Ideas
Website (Historical and ecological information)
Yes| 63 82%
No 1 1%
No Opinion] 13 17%
No Response 7 [8%]
Information signs at points of interest
Yes] 56 72%
No] 12 15%
No Opinion] 10 13%
No Response 6 [7%]
History display boards
Yes| 47 61%
NoJ 13 17%
No Opinion] 17 22%
No Response 7 [8%]
Open History days and Ecology days
Yes| 40 53%
No 7 9%
No Opinion] 28 37%
No Response 9 [11%]
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Q8.3 [v]

Q8.3 [vi]

Q8.3 [vii]

Walking guides — what to see where

parish)

Yes| 67 85%
No 3 4%
No Opinion 9 11%
No Response 5 [6%]
Guided tours for history/ecology
Yes| 38 51%
No 10 14%
No Opinion] 26 35%
No Response 10 [12%]
Living memories website (for people inside and outside the
Yes| 43 57%
Nol 6 8%
No Opinion] 27 36%
No Response 8 [16%]
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Section 9 - Other

Section 9.1 - Other - Tick Box Summary

Q9.1

Q9.3

Q9.4

If we were to encourage alternative energy, which would you support?

"Agree" (53 out of 80, 66%)

the Neighbourhood Plan?

Q9.1a Wind power 80 households responded (95%)
"Agree" (70 out of 80, 88%)

09.1b Solar power 80 households responded (95%)

Willing to Help?

Q93 ] Would you like to help in developing |"No" (64 out of 81, 79%)

81 households responded (96%)

Optional Contact Details

Q9.4 i

Contact Details Provided?

"No" (47 out of 83, 57%)
83 households responded (99%)
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Section 9.2 - Other - Detailed Breakdown

Q9.1

Q9.1a

Q9.1b

Q9.2

Q9.3

Q9.3 [i]

Q9.4

Q9.4 [i]

If we were to encourage alternative energy, which would you support?

Wind power
Agree] 53 66%
Disagree] 17 21%
No opinion] 10 13%
No Response 4 [5%]
Solar power

Agree] 70 88%
Disagree 5 6%
No opinion 6%
No Response 4 [5%]

(V2]

Anything Else?
Willing to Help?

Would you like to help in developing the Neighbourhood Plan?

Yes|] 17 21%
Nol 64 79%

No Response 3 [4%]

Optional Contact Details

Contact Details Provided?

Yes] 36 43%
Nol 47 57%
No Response 1 [1%]
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Appendix A - Questionnaire

This appendix provides, for information and reference, the questionnaire that was circulated to residents
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THE PARISH OF ASTON ABBOTTS
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN QUESTIONNAIRE

Dear Resident,

This questionnaire is your opportunity to influence how Aston Abbotts will develop over the coming
years.

The Localism Act has given communities the power to shape their future by putting local plans at the
heart of the planning system. Under the Act, parish councils and local people can make decisions about
future development, its design and location. Aston Abbotts Parish Council has made the decision to
embrace these powers and to prepare what is known as a Neighbourhood Plan to encompasses the
whole Parish.

The main focus of any development is usually the visual aspect — especially in the case of new housing.
Important though housing development is, our plan will also include policies that incorporate our
aspirations for the future concerning issues such as green spaces, heritage assets, community facilities,
the environment and economic activity — all things that directly impact our community.

The Plan, once adopted, will be a powerful document. It will enable us to make decisions for our future
rather than having others decide it for us. It will be legally binding and, as such, must be consulted by
Buckinghamshire Council and other authorities when determining future planning applications within
the Parish.

Why it’s important for everyone to have their say?

Whilst there may not be immediate pressure in the Parish of Aston Abbotts to build additional houses,
we know we may have to take some development to meet district and national targets in the future.
We therefore need to ask ourselves:

e Do we want to be involved in deciding how large such developments should be and where they
should be located?
e When new developments do occur, do we want to influence their design?

If we don’t develop a Neighbourhood Plan, others will make the decisions for us.

So please get involved now and take the time to complete this questionnaire

This questionnaire is an important start to the process. It will be used to understand community opinion
and will ensure that the Neighbourhood Plan will reflect of the consensus views of the residents of our
Parish.

Please complete this questionnaire and UG LRI AR URTAC o) o] Kele [ RN Y1V ]do [0} V4 £ 017 [0}

You can post the completed questionnaire though the letter box of either of these locations:
20 The Green
10 Wingrave Road

Or, if you wish, you can hand it to any Parish Councillor:

Heather Langdon Jane Baylis Jane Plested
Marissa Abel Smith Richard Lakin Sally Palmer
Trevor Hall

Aston Abbotts Parish Council
April 2022
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Please complete one questionnaire on behalf of each household (in this context, the term “you” refers
collectively to all members of the household). If there is more than one household in the property, or
there are differing views within the household, please contact the clerk of the Parish Council for
additional copies (clerk@astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk).

You may remain anonymous but, at the end of the questionnaire, you can provide your name if you so
wish.

Please note that all answers to the questionnaire will be treated as confidential and will be solely for
the purposes of developing the Neighbourhood Plan. All information and data received will be
managed in line with good practice set out in the Data Protection Act 2018. Also note that comments
may be selected for anonymous inclusion in the final Neighbourhood Plan.

1. Household Details and Overall Feelings About Living in Aston Abbotts

11 Number of members within the household
) Please enter the number of adults and school-age children below

1.1a | Number of adults in household?

1.1b | Number of school-age children in the household?

What is the gender and ages of all members of the household?

1.2 Please tick both the Gender and Age Range for each person
Gender Age Range
Prefer not | Under
Male |Female| to say 12 12-17 18-29 | 30-49 50-64 | 65-75 76+
rersons | [ ]| [ | O [ OO | CF ) CF ) CF O ) O [
rerson2 | [ ]| [ | O (O3 CF O CF ) O ) O L
Person3 | [ ]| [ | O (O CF 0 OO ) O [
persond | [ ]| [ | O [ OO CF O O O ) O L
ersons | [ ]| [ | L] [ OO0 CF [ CF ] O O O L
If more than five persons, please list others below:

What is the work/education situation for all members of the household?

1.3 Please tick for each person
Other (Please describe)
Self In full-time | e.g., Looking after home/family,
Employed | Employed | Retired |Unemployed| education full-time carer, etc

Person 1 |:| |:| |:|

Person 2 |:| |:| |:|

Person 3 |:| |:| |:|

Person 4 |:| |:| |:|

N
N

Person 5 |:| |:| |:|

If more than five persons, please list others below:
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What is the housing status for the property?

1.4 Please tick

Owned with a mortgage |:| Owned outright Rented from private landlord |:|

[ ]
[ ]

Housing association |:| Social housing

Other (Please describe)

W How long have you lived in Aston Abbotts?

How do you feel about living in Aston Abbotts?

Please tick and please add any other factors which affect how you feel about the place
Strongly Neither agree Strongly
agree nor disagree | Disagree disagree

D

Has a nice environment

Is clean & tidy

Is quiet/peaceful

Has strong sense of community

Has good facilities

Has good public transport

Is convenient for commuting

Is convenient for cultural activities

Is good for social activities

Is in good school catchment area

Please add others factors you think
important:

00 OooooooooD
I O
00 DooooooooD
00 OoooooooDD
00 OooooooooD

2. HOUSING

There are currently approximately 185 dwellings within the Parish.

It is inevitable that additional housing will have to be built over the next 20 years. It is important

that we understand your views in relation to increased housing in Aston Abbotts.

Do you agree that, over the next 20 years, there will be a need for more housing?

Please tick
Strongly Neither agree Strongly Not sure or
agree Agree nor disagree Disagree disagree don’t know

L] L] L] L] L] L]

When new homes have to be built, how many homes do you think would be appropriate?
Please tick
Less than 10 10-20 21-30 31-50 Over 50

[ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
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When new homes have to be built, which type do you think would be most suitable?
Please tick — you can tick more than one row.
Please note: If you are not in favour of any new housing, please do not tick all types as “strongly opposed to”

2.3

The building of new homes will be inevitable within the next 20 years so it is therefore important to identify
the types of property that are the least disagreeable.

Strongly Strongly
in favour In favour | Don’t mind | Opposed to | opposed to

Affordable homes

Housing association homes

Retirement/sheltered homes

Bungalows

Small homes (1 bed)

Medium size homes (2-3 beds)

Larger homes (4+ beds)

Flats

Please add others you think
should be considered or opposed:

N O
O
N
N
O 0

When new homes are built, do you agree that they must be built sustainably?

Please tick

Note: Sustainable building requires the use of renewable and recyclable materials when building new homes,
as well as reducing energy consumption and waste. It must also ensure the building remains resource-efficient

2.4

throughout its lifecycle. This is likely to incur higher initial costs which may affect the affordability of the
housing.
Strongly Neither agree Strongly Not sure or
agree Agree nor disagree Disagree disagree don’t know

[ ] [ ] L] [ ] [ ] [ ]

When new homes are built, where do you think they should be located?
You must tick one to show your preference (refer to maps in Figures 1 and 2 and the notes below)

2.5

Notes:
1) “Within the village” means use of any available land close to the centre of the village. Such land is likely
to be adjacent to existing properties.
2) “Greenfield site” means the use of farmland or other undeveloped land within the parish. The investment
required to build on such sites (e.g., providing services etc) is likely to result in larger scale developments.
Both withinthe | Other |

Only within Only greenfield . |
the village |:| sites |:| vullage.and . |:| (please ! |:|
greenfield sites state)

Please add any comments you think would help in identifying suitable locations for future housing
(you can also add notes on the maps in Figures 1 and/or 2):
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3. ECONOMY

Neighbourhood Planning creates the chance for the community to influence the local economic pattern
by working with the Local Authority to look at how development can provide local jobs. Most of our
residents have to travel out of the community to their work, thus increasing traffic and travelling cost for
working people.

3.1 For members of the household that are employed, where do they work?
) Please tick or state in “Other”

Aston
Abbotts
Leighton
Buzzard
Milton
Keynes
Luton or
Dunstable

Other (please state)

Person 1 |:| |:|
Person 2 |:| |:| |:| |:|

If more than two persons are in employment, please list others here:

D D Aylesbury
L]
L]

D D London

Do any members of the household run a business from home? Yes |:| No |:|
Please tick and, if Yes, please answer the following question
3.2a Please state the nature of the business(es) (if more than one then just answer for the two

largest businesses). Please tick

= L = ~

XS] K ° ]

= §2 = |5 |=8

E n NS © S 2|15 S

e 3 = @ = S ®| g E

o = 0 o = O S o =

S5 55 SS| 23|85

< 3 oS TdlLs|E0

Other (please state)

Business 1

[ ]
[ ]

D bers of the household t busi ises in th
n 0 any membpers o e househo own/ren usiness premises in e Yes |:| No |:|

parish? Please tick and, if Yes, please answer the following two questions
Do they see the business(es) staying in the parish for the next 10

y see the business(es) staying in the p ves[ ] | No[]
years? Please tick and, if No, please explain why:

Business 2

L[]

(1] Agrcuture
[1|]] catering
L[]

[ 1I[]| Education
L[]

L[]

L[]

3.3a
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3.3b Please state the nature of the business(es) (if more than one then just answer for the two
largest businesses). Please tick
c 4 —
o = 2 [y
s T o 2 |2 |.%
B8 o =35 e |8 S |68
Ewnl =2 > [ Sg| 8 | © oK S
Eg| 35 £ |E8| B |E5/8c|E| =
8= 2 g |88 §S |§2|s3|5€E| &
<o| < © |4 W | TowL==0| @ Other (please state)
Business 1 | [ || [ ]| ]| 0|10 L] L
Business 2 | [ |\ [ ]| [ |1 LT CI O T[]
Would you be in favour of the development of more Business Units within the Parish?
Please tick
Strongly Neither agree Strongly Not sure or
agree Agree nor disagree Disagree disagree don’t know

[]

[ ]

[ ]

[ ]

[ ]

[ ]

Please add other suggestions for improving our economy. If a business is being run from
home, or member of the household owns/rents a business in the parish, please provide any
suggestions that could assist the success of the business(es):

4.

COMMUNICATION

This Section covers communication of important news and information, including social information.

Community news and information - how important is it to you?

Please tick

Very important

[]

Important

[]

Fairly Important

[]

Not important

[]

How easy is it to find community news and information for Aston Abbotts?

Please tick

Very Easy

[]

Easy

[]

Difficult

[]

Very difficult

[]

Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire - v04.docx
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As sources of community news and information, how would you rate the following?
Please tick and add and others you think important

Was not
V V Don’t .
ery Good OK Poor ery on_ use aware it
Good Poor it .
existed

Parish noticeboards

Parish Council website (see notes*)

Aston Abbotts website (see notes*)

Aston Abbotts Chronicle

Aston Abbotts Email Post Box (see notes*)

Local county newspapers

BBC Three Counties Radio

Facebook (see notes*)

Twitter (see notes*)

TR
TR

Please add others you think important:

NN
N
NN
NN
N T

*Notes: Parish Council website address: astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk
Aston Abbotts website address: www.aston-abbotts.co.uk
To sign up to the AA Postbox please see: www.aston-abbotts.co.uk/postbox.htm
Facebook Aston Abbotts Community: www.facebook.com/groups/astonabbotts
Twitter #astonabbotts: twitter.com/hashtag/AstonAbbotts?src=hashtag_click&f=live

If you don’t think you’re getting sufficient local news or information, please provide
suggestions/ideas that you think will help:

5. INFRASTRUCTURE

This section covers the following topics:
e Internet Connectivity
e Facilities
e Education Services
e Recreation, Footpaths and Bridleways
e Allotments

Internet Connectivity

- - >
Do you have a broadband internet connection within the household? Yes |:| No |:|

Please tick
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Facilities

Which of the following facilities do you use and how often do you use them?

3.2 Please tick

Note: Education Services are covered in Questions 5.4 and 5.5, and Allotments in Question 5.09
Daily Weekly | Monthly | Rarely Never

Village Hall

Recreation Ground

Children’s Play Area
Church
The Orchard

Please add others you think important:

NN
NN
RN
RN
NN

Which of the following do you think will need to be developed in the Parish?
Please tick and add and others you think important

53

Notes:
1) Education Services as covered in Questions 5.4 and 5.5
2) The term “Local” below does not imply the facility is within the village. Local facilities could include

facilities that are within an acceptable distance (by your preferred method of transport, i.e., walking,
bicycle, car etc)

We don’t need | We have enough

any more of this |now but will need| We need more of
even with new more if new this without any

housing housing is built new housing Don’t know

Local shops

Leisure facilities

Parks/play area

Parking spaces

Road capacity

Bus services

Please add other Community
Facilities you think important:

NN O
NN O
N
N

If you would like to see more action to develop facilities within the parish, please provide
suggestions/ideas that you think will help:
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Educational Services

Nurseries and Preschool
If there are children in your household that attend nursery or preschool, please provide details below

5.4 | Please list below the nursery/preschool that the child(ren) attend:

Schools
H If there are school-age children in your household, please answer the following two questions

5.5a | Please list below the school(s) that the child(ren) attend:

5.5b | Were the school(s) the preferred choice for the child(ren)? Please tick | Yes |:| No |:|

If not, and it was an issue related to catchment area, what was the preferred school(s):

Recreation, Footpaths and Bridleways

Please tick

H How do you rate the play and recreational facilities for the village?

Very Good Good Adequate Poor Very Poor

[ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]

If you would like to see more action to improve the play and recreational facilities, please provide
suggestions/ideas that you think will help:

5.7 How often do you use the footpaths? Please tick
) All public footpaths are identified on the map in Figure 1

Oftenin
summer

[ ]

Often in
winter

[ ]

Sometimes in
summer

[ ]

Sometimes in
winter

[ ]

Rarely

Never

If so, which one(s) do you use the most and why?

Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire - v04.docx
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How often do you use the bridleways? Please tick
The two bridleways are identified on the map in Figure 1

Oftenin
summer

[]

Often in
winter

[]

Sometimes in
summer

[]

Sometimes in
winter

[]

Rarely

Never

If so, which one(s) do you use frequently and why?

Allotments

Allotments

Please tick
5.09a | Do any of the members of the household rent or share an allotment? | Yes |:| No |:|
5.09b | If they don’t rent or share an allotment, would they like to? Yes |:| No |:|

6. PRIVATE TRANSPORT

%W Private Vehicles

6.1a How many vehicles are there for the household?
) Please enter number against each type of vehicle — leave blank if none
No of Vehicles
Petrol
Diesel
Hybrid
Electric
Other (Please state):
6.1b | Do you rely on on-street parking for your vehicles? Please tick Yes |:| No |:|
If you have answered Yes to the previous question, how many
6.1c . ) |
of your vehicles are typically parked on the street?

ﬂ Electric Vehicles

If you do not currently own an electric vehicle, are you considering

6.2a . . Yes No
getting one in the next 5 years? Please tick |:| |:|
Would the lack of an on-street charging point prohibit you from

6.2b | o ran o 8ing point p y Yes| | | No[ ]
getting an electric vehicle? Please tick

Aston Abbotts Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire - v04.docx
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7. ENVIRONMENT

71 How important is to you, and how highly do you value, the countryside and landscape
) around the Parish? Please tick

Very Important Important Fairly Important Not important

[ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]

Please place an arrow on the maps in Figures 1 or 2 showing your favourite views from a public
viewpoint. Please elaborate below if you wish:

(228 Which Green Spaces are important to you

Note: Green space is land, not necessarily provided for formal recreation or public amenity, which makes a

positive visual and environmental contribution to the Parish.
Are there any Green Spaces within the Parish are important to you?' If so, please describe them
and/or mark them on the maps in Figures 1 or 2.
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8. HISTORY & ECOLOGY

History
Our historic environment includes buildings and features such as walls etc. Our parish has shown a keen

interest in it historical roots. At the turn of the millennium, a very active History Group produced a
widely praised book “Aston Abbotts 1000-2000, A Village History” and the Aston Abbotts Chronical
frequently publishes historical articles. Our close links with the Czech Republic and Slovakia culminating
in the recent unveiling of the History Board on The Green is a testament to the desire of many to ensure
that the history of the parish is well preserved.

Wildlife

Our parish is teeming with lots of wildlife. Part of our plan can also include the preservation and
protection of specific areas where rare and not so rare wildlife is accessible to all. This will benefit the
parish on a local scale and also encourage visitors.

How do you feel about our historical past being preserved for future generations?
) Please tick

Very important Important Fairly important Not important

[ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]

Are there any important historic features or buildings you wish to see protected?' If so, please
describe them and mark them on the maps in Figures 1 or 2 if you wish.

How do you feel about our wildlife being preserved for future generations?
Please tick

Very important

[]

Important

[]

Fairly important

[]

Not important

[]
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Do you think that these are a good idea?
Please tick

<
7

e No opinion

Website (Historical and ecological information)

Information signs at points of interest

History display boards

Open History days and Ecology days

Walking guides — what to see where

Guided tours for history/ecology

N
N -5
N

Living memories website (for people inside and outside the parish)

If you would like to see more action to support our historical heritage, ecology, and local wildlife,
please provide suggestions/ideas that you think will help:

9. OTHER

9.1 If we were to encourage alternative energy, which would you support?
) Please tick

Agree Disagree No opinion

Wind power |:| |:| |:|

Solar power |:| |:| |:|

If you would like to see more action to encourage alternative energy, please provide
suggestions/ideas that you think will help:
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Please write in anything else you can think of that has not been covered within this
questionnaire and that you think should be included in the Neighbourhood Plan:

Would anybody in the household like to help in developing the

Neighbourhood Plan? Please tick Yes |:| No |:|
We will be looking for people who have an interest in planning the future of the Parish and we would
welcome help with various aspects of producing the neighbourhood plan including communications
and publicity, project management, IT skills, organisational skills, and general help such as delivering
leaflets etc. If you would like to help, then please contact the Parish Council Clerk at
clerk@astonabbotts-pc.gov.uk with information on areas of interest and any specific expertise.

Thank you for taking the time to complete this Questionnaire

Contact Details - OPTIONAL

All responses will remain anonymous unless you wish to provide your contact details. These details
shall only be made available to the Parish Council and to those persons developing the
Neighbourhood Plan and will enable them to contact you to discuss any specific details or concerns.
Name:

Address:

Email address:

Telephone:
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Figure 1 — Aston Abbotts Parish Boundary
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