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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Scope
This study has been undertaken to inform the developing Neighbourhood Plan on policy
relating to:

e Publicly accessible local green spaces including ancient woodland, water
bodies, assets of biodiversity value, recreational playing fields, children’s play
areas, and allotments as identified from public records.

e Green infrastructure including corridors of trees, hedgerows, and woodland
areas which line roads around the town as identified through published DEFRA
records and documented by the Town Council’s planning adviser.

Key Issues

Beaconsfield is an attractive, historic market town which has grown over the years as an
important destination for families and businesses. It is surrounded by exceptional
countryside in the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and strategically
important Green Belt land. Local residential agents consistently state that the greenness
of the town is one of the top 3 reasons people want to live in Beaconsfield.

Public parks and garden green spaces occupy 0.37% of the area of Beaconsfield,
considerably below the national average of 0.79%. Despite the town’s relative affluence
there are pockets of deprivation, a relatively high proportion of people living in flats, and
a high proportion of working families and individuals with children.

With increasing pressures on land for development and infill developments within the
town it is increasingly important that these spaces, and the green boundaries around the
town are protected, maintained, and enhanced through effective use and management.

Public feedback from the Vision4Beaconsfield, Public Consultations and visits to the green
spaces supported a number of guiding policy principles and objectives:

Policy principles
1. To designate high community value Local Green Spaces to protect them for
generations to come.
2. To create, enhance, and maintain a green infrastructure network of local open
green spaces, green corridors and other assets in and around the town.

3. To ensure that development proposals that are within or adjoining the green
infrastructure network are required to have full regard to creating, maintaining,
and improving the network including delivering a net gain in biodiversity value.

Objectives

1.

Designating candidate Local Green Spaces with the highest level of protection that
have no current protection:

e St Michael’s Green —green space

e The Oval — green space, sports (tennis)

e Walk Wood — ancient woodland, meadow, green space

e  Market Square Garden — green space

e Malthouse Recreation Ground — green space, playground, fitness zone,

football nets
e Holtspur Recreation Ground — green space, playground, fitness zone.

Balancing people and nature and ensure that the town continues to be attractive
as a place to live, work and play for everyone —improving their use, accessibility,
and connectivity.

Creating effective spaces which are well designed and of high quality to maintain
vibrancy and social cohesion —improving their design, care and maintenance.

Improving health and being by promoting healthy lifestyles and safe communities
in the town through better access to all publicly accessible green spaces, and a
network of safe and effective footpaths and cycle routes — protecting and enhancing
sports/playing fields, woodlands and allotments; and improving information boards
and way marking.

Improving biodiversity by mitigating climate change and enhancing the natural
environment in the town for the benefit of people and nature — maintaining and
planting new street trees; maintaining and improving existing hedgerows and
habitats; planting bulbs and wild flowers; rewilding; protecting bat and hedgehog
populations; and planting green roofs and green walls.

N.B. This study does not cover private green spaces (except some sites raised at Reg14). We
are advised that Local Green Space designations for green spaces already within the Green
Belt do not require additional protections.
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BACKGROUND

This study has been prepared by a volunteer group of residents, as part of the
Beaconsfield Neighbourhood Plan, tasked by Beaconsfield Town Council to bring together
recommendations relating to a green infrastructure network of local green spaces and
green corridors and other assets in and around the town based on robust evidence.

As part of this exercise, it also identifies land that is special to the community and should
be given the highest level of protection through a Local Green Space designation.

This has all been translated into a number of key policies for the Neighbourhood Plan.

SCOPE

The scope includes all identified publicly accessible open spaces i.e. those owned by the
Buckinghamshire Unitary Council, Beaconsfield Town Council and Housing Associations
including privately owned Common Land green areas. Information relating to ownership
of candidate Local Green Spaces, existing site designation and size, have been provided
by Beaconsfield Town Council from local registers and records.

Land owned by churches, private land, and community owned sports open spaces, and
other spaces such as cemeteries, car parks, and schools are excluded.

The study includes open green areas, woodlands, meadows, ponds, nature reserves,
allotments, playgrounds, sports fields, and street trees and hedgerows the ‘green
corridors’ around the town.

The Local Green Space designation element of the study excludes land in the Green Belt,
and those with other protected designations as we are advised that this land is considered
to have sufficient protection from harmful development through existing national
planning policy or through the nature of its ownership and use.

The study:

e Identifies and describes current publicly accessible local green spaces and green
corridors.

e Reinforces why local green spaces and green corridors are important to the town
and how planning can help with their maintenance and enhancement.

e Highlights feedback from public consultations including the Vision4Beaconfield
work and this Neighbourhood Plan.

e Assesses each of the local green spaces against a qualitative set of criteria to
allow consistent comparison between the spaces.

e Applies the guidelines and criteria as set out in the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF) (Paragraphs 101 and 102) for designating a Local Green
Space.

e Lists ‘Local Green Spaces’ (to protect from inappropriate development) and
those ‘Valued Green Spaces with Existing Protection’

® Sets out a number of key objectives and recommendations relating to the future
protection and enhancement of green spaces and green corridors in the town.

Beaconsfield Neighbourhood Plan — Local Green Spaces and Green Corridors
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Green transport networks such as footpaths, cycle paths, and bus services in and around
Beaconsfield and into adjoining areas of Green Belt and AONB are addressed as separate
policy areas in the Neighbourhood Plan. These are crucial in supporting accessibility to
local green spaces and enabling the town to work towards net zero, thereby addressing
ongoing traffic congestion and air quality challenges.
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. OUR APPPROACH

Set out below is our approach to the study and the steps taken to reach our
recommendations:

a. Set up
We agreed Terms of Reference, the scope, roles and responsibilities, and a
timetable. We developed templates for data gathering. We identified a number of
key issues and criteria to assess the sites so that a robust comparison could be
made between them.

b. Review of publicly available policies and plans
We reviewed publicly available policies and plans relevant to open spaces, green
infrastructure, and habitats at a National and Local Government level.

C. Site Visits and Asset Register
Each green space was visited in mid 2022, and notes prepared on their walkability
and access, use, key challenges, and areas for improvement. Photographs were
taken of each of the sites.

d. Qualitative Assessment of Sites
Each site was measured against six key criteria with reference to the guidelines set
out in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2019, and also having regard
to the feedback from the public consultations from Vision4Beaconsfield (V4B)
study and for this Neighbourhood Plan. This was represented in a tabular and
graphical format. The six criteria were:

Accessibility

Historical significance

Recreational value (including as a playing field)
Tranquillity

Bio-diversity/wildlife.

Air quality

O O 0O 0 0 O

Local Green Space Assessment

In reviewing the qualitative assessment and overall analysis, a number of the
spaces have been listed as candidates for designation as a Local Green Space which
affords the highest level of protection. A number of spaces, although not listed as
Local Green Spaces, already afford a high level of existing protection e.g. they are
in Green Belt, are Common land, are a registered Local Nature Reserve, or lie in a
Conservation Area. These have been listed separately for completeness as ‘Valued
Green Spaces with Existing Protection’.

Mapping Green Infrastructure Corridors

These areas of woodland, trees and hedgerows are important for wildlife and offer
a rich biodiversity enhancing the overall visual attractiveness and ‘look and feel’
of the town. A network of green infrastructure has been mapped across the town
for continued maintenance and enhancement. We also reviewed the online Green
Infrastructure mapping resources of Natural England, Bucks Council and the BBO
Wildlife Trust, including its initial work on identifying local nature recovery land.

Recommendations

Based on the evidence gathered, and feedback following the Regulation 14 phase
of the consultation process, we have developed a number of guiding principles,
and key objectives in relation to the open spaces and green infrastructure which
we consider best meets the needs of the town going forwards.

%



Beaconsfield Neighbourhood Plan 2023
Local Green Spaces and Green Infrastructure Study

. WHY LOCAL GREEN SPACES AND GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE ARE IMPORTANT

Thriving green open spaces and green corridors are attractive and good for the health of
people and the places where they live, work and play, and for nature:

e Access to a network of high quality, accessible, and safe green open spaces and
opportunities for outdoor sport, physical activity and just being amongst nature
enhances general wellbeing, promotes social interaction, and supports healthy
life styles; and,

e Green corridors including trees, hedgerows, meadows, ponds, and woodland
areas support biodiversity and wildlife, better landscapes, and general
attractiveness, contributes to urban cooling, helps to manage localised flooding,
and helps to mitigate air pollution.

Beaconsfield is an attractive historic market town surrounded by the strategically
important Green Belt and the Chiltern Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)
including green fields, ancient woodlands, and a nature reserve. These green boundaries
are critical in mitigating ongoing environmental and climate challenges and help to
protect the character, identity and setting of the town and to prevent urban sprawl.

Within the town, there are a number of green spaces of varying size and use and
established green corridors with many residential roads lined with trees and hedgerows
particularly around Gregories Road, Burkes Road, west towards Holtspur and around
Ledborough Lane/ Sandelswood End/Penn Road.

The town benefits from accessibility to central London, Heathrow Airport, the M40/M25
motorway networks, and employment opportunities along the A4/M4 business corridor.
However, this comes with increasing challenges relating to air pollution and traffic
congestion. There is also the need to balance the needs of local people who live in the
town and those who visit for recreation and social purposes.

Research for the Vision4Beaconsfield (2015), and this Neighbourhood Plan, including
interviews with a number of residential agents, highlighted access to green open spaces
as one of the top considerations in the overall attractiveness of the town as a destination.

0.37% of the area of Beaconsfield is public park and garden green spaces. Significantly
lower than the national average of 0.79% (as published in the Local Insight Report —
August 2018 using Ordnance Survey data dated 2017). It is in this context that we have
identified key local green spaces which need to be carefully protected, enhanced and
managed along with green corridors which lie within the town. Also the green boundaries
that surround the town are essential to redress this imbalance of a lack of public green
open space within the settlement and should therefore be protected.

Ledborough Lane street scene

5. CURRENT PROVISION

There are 30 local green spaces and two green pathways which have been identified (see
Appendix A). Set out is a qualitative assessment of each of the spaces (see Appendix B),
and a map of the current green infrastructure network (see Appendix C):

There is a broad range of local green spaces of varying use and size in and around the
town including open grassed areas, woodlands, meadows, ponds, an allotment, sports
grounds, playgrounds, and a nature reserve/butterfly reserve. Each has a unique offering.
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St Mary and All Saint Church with Waller’s tomb

There are a number of highly significant historic areas of green space that require the
highest level of protection, care, and maintenance:

Market Square Garden
War Memorial Gardens
Town Hall Green
Candlemas Pond
Walkwood

Hampden Hill

O 0O 0O 0O 0O O

Set out below is a brief description of the key spaces by use:

a. Recreation Grounds/Playgrounds — There are two important recreation grounds/
playgrounds with larger green areas in the Old Town and in Holtspur which are
well utilised. There is only a very small toddler playground in the New Town.

o Malthouse Square Recreation Ground (Old Town). The playground
within this site has recently been refurbished.
o Holtspur Recreation Ground (Holtspur).

o Garvin Avenue Toddler playground (New Town).

Sports Grounds — There are five open green spaces across the town used for sports
which are important community recreational assets:

Wooburn Green Lane (football) in Holtspur.

Wilton Park pitches (football) in the Wilton Park development.
Oak Lodge Meadow (rugby) in the Old Town.

The Cricket Club in the Old Town.

The Oval (tennis) in the New Town.

O O O O O

Small Green Spaces — There are two small gardens in the Old Town which are
important as a place to relax and add to the visual attractiveness of the town:

o Market Square Garden. On the junction of Aylesbury End and Wycombe
End.

o War Memorial Gardens. On Windsor End adjacent to St Mary and All
Saints Church.

There are two centrally located green spaces in the New Town which are places
to meet, sit and relax:

o Town Hall Green. Adjacent to the Town Hall.
o St Michael’s Green. A five minute walk from the New Town, Railway
Station and Bekonscot.

There are four small local green spaces scattered across the town which break up
the residential environment.

o Wheeler’s Green. A cut through from Candlemas Mead to Candlemas
Lane which is quietly positioned in a residential area and diagonally
opposite Candlemas Pond.

o Candlemas Mead. A small circular piece of green space surrounded by
residential in the New Town.

o Cherry Tree Road. A small triangular piece of green space lying opposite
Holtspur Primary School and surrounded by residential.

o Malthouse Square. A square open piece of grassed area in the Old Town.
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Large Open Green Spaces — There are two significantly large pieces of flat grassed
areas close to the centre of the New Town surrounded by residential:

o Chesterton Green
o Hyde Green

There is a large parkland which forms part of the Wilton Park development area:
o Wilton Park Parkland

Allotments — There is one public allotment in the town at Holtspur:
o lvins Road, Holtspur

Nature Reserve — There is an extensive sloping chalkland area of woodland and
meadow rich in biodiversity within easy access of Holtspur. This is within Green
Belt and is a registered Local Nature Reserve. It is managed by Friends of Holtspur
Bank on behalf of the Town Council:

o Holtspur Bank Nature Reserve
o Butterfly Conservation Area (next to Holtspur Bank Nature Reserve)

Woodlands - There are a few wooded areas of varying size in the town:

o Walkwood. In close proximity to the centre of Beaconsfield between the
Old Town and the New Town this is a significant ancient woodland
bounded by a residential area and close to Butlers Court School and
Beaconsfield High School.

o One Tree Meadow. On the eastern borders of the New Town (a 10
minute walk from the Town Hall), has a woodland area and scrub.

o Spinney/Wattleton Road. A small woodland area with established trees
and scrub which separates the residential streetscape.

o Geary’s Piece and Meadow. A long strip of deciduous woodland, scrub
and meadow on the edge of the Old Town with limited access
immediately off the north side of the A40.

o Important privately owned ancient woodlands and woodland habitats
exist to the north east of Ledborough Lane including Browns Wood and
Sandelswood; Hogback to the west, owned and managed in the main by
the National Trust; and green space and woodland areas around
Minerva Way, Wilton Park, and Bowl Barrow Way.

Ponds — There is an important old established habitat located half way between
the Old and New Town.

o Candlemas Pond

Meadows — there are two accessible open meadows supporting a rich and diverse
biodiversity:

o Walkwood. A relatively flat area to the east of the wooded area.
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O One Tree Meadow. An extensive, undulating open grassed area
surrounded by woodland, residential and the railway line.

j. Trees and hedgerows ‘Green Corridors’ — there are significant areas of established
trees and hedgerows on residential roads interspersed with woodland areas which
are crucial to the visual attractiveness of the town and add to its rich biodiversity.
These are particularly visible around:

o Burkes Road/Gregories Road. Extensive corridors of street trees and
hedgerows, and woodland areas.

o Ledborough Lane/ Sandelswood End/ Penn Road. Extensive corridors of
street trees and hedgerows.

o Davenies Strip on Station Road. This is a valuable green corridor and
pathway on the route from the New Town to the Old Town close to
Davenies School.

Sandelswood End trees

Green Pathways — there are two pathways which are important pedestrian routes
in the town which have trees and hedgerows aligning their route:

o Seeley’s Walk — linking Penn Road to Woodside Avenue alongside the
Seeleys Estate, New Town

o Gurney’s Piece — linking Gregories Road to Baring Road over the railway
in the New Town

General Observations

The following are observations following our site visits and group discussions:
No recreation/playground in the New Town Centre.
No recreational resources for children beyond the early years, particularly the
teenage years.
Lack of a quality green amenity space ‘civic space’ which serves as a focus for
the town.
Lack of street trees and habitat in many areas closer to the town centre which
makes the street scene visually unattractive.
There are two significantly large pieces of green space close to the centre of the
New Town - Chesterton Green and Hyde Green which are under-utilised and
visually unattractive. These offer opportunities for further uses and
enhancement.
Access to the existing football pitches at Holtspur, for both pedestrians and cars,
could be improved being off a busy main road.
Wheeler’s Green, Candlemas Mead, Cherry Tree Road (a small triangular piece
of green space lying opposite Holtspur Primary School) and Malthouse Square
are relatively unattractive and would benefit from better landscaping.
There is one public allotment in Ivins Road, Holtspur which is well used by the
community with variable levels of care and maintenance.
Walkwood (meadow) and One Tree Meadow have a rich biodiversity and are
significant recreational resources which offer enormous potential.
Changes or enhancement to the design, quality of care and uses could help to
improve our green spaces.
There is little information or waymarking of the significant local green spaces
which lie within close proximity of the town centre.
There is a lack of signage and waymarking for the open spaces and their
connectivity.
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. PUBLIC FEEDBACK ON LOCAL NEEDS

Recent public consultation events sought the views from the public on important issues
relating to the local green spaces and green infrastructure around the town. This included
the ‘Vision4Beaconsfield’ in 2015 which was undertaken to gather evidence for a new
Town Plan, and the results of the recent public questionnaire and exhibition events for
this Neighbourhood Plan in late 2021 to April 2022. The key feedback from these is as
follows:

a. Creating a Better Beaconsfield - Towards a Town Plan for Beaconsfield
(2015-2020)

This report was drawn together in 2015, known as ‘Vision4Beaconsfield. Local residents
volunteered to get involved and were tasked by Beaconsfield Town Council to look at the
Town and prepare a report on findings and recommendations for improvement. This
report in turn helped inform the following Town Plan. It set out a vision and a number of
objectives. It is an important reference document as it was the outcome of considerable
market research and public consultation, and many of the key themes are relevant today.

VISION FOR BEACONSFIELD

Creating a Better Beaconsfield - Towards a Town Plan for Beaconsfield

Vision for Beaconsfield (2015-2020)

Vision ‘We want Beaconsfield to retain its character as an attractive and
prosperous market town, enriched by well cared-for public and green
spaces; proud of its history but open to innovation; a stronger and
more inclusive community where civic pride is strong and where all
residents feel connected and able to engage fully in decision-making
processes that help shape the future’.

One of the top 5 ‘The greenness of the town and its surrounds’.

reasons they most

liked about

Beaconsfield

The public were
asked. If you could
bring about one
positive change,
what would it be?

‘Greening the town’

‘Improving access to sport and leisure’

The public were
asked. What do our
children want? The
top of their wish lists
included:

‘Outdoor playgrounds’

‘A bigger park/green spaces’
‘Football pitches for everyone’
‘Skatepark’

Key vision for the

natural environment:

‘Protecting and enhancing the natural and built character of the
town’

‘We want to see Beaconsfield developed in a coherent and sensitive
manner, to nurture what we have, meet the needs and aspirations of
our diverse community, and enhance the green environment that
plays such an important role in defining our town’s character’.

Core
recommendations
relating to green
spaces and green
infrastructure
included:

‘Advocating more sensitive residential development at a scale that
respects our built and green heritage and social mix’.

‘Advocating the preservation of our green boundaries as key to the
town’s character where those boundaries preserve our identity as a
distinct town and protect us from urban sprawl’.
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Core Objectives:

Objective E2 - To enrich the main routes into town for the benefit of
people and wildlife

That community and Council work together to:

Plant wild flowers or bulbs along our main ‘Green Fingers’ where
appropriate

Undertake a tree planting scheme across town with a
commitment to plant 100 trees in 5 years

To enhance visual impact and create biodiversity

Place park benches along the routes for the benefit of walkers
That proper accessibility for push and wheelchairs is ensured
along all main routes, on at least one side of the road, renovating
paths around large trees where necessary

That the Wilton Park development is linked to the New Town via
a green foot/cycle path

Objective E3 - To further develop our green spaces for the benefit of
townspeople, visitors and wildlife and protecting our green
boundaries

That the Town Council continues to support its significant natural
habitat open spaces, maintaining them for the benefit of wildlife
and residents

That the Town Council continues to support the development of
our open spaces to provide added opportunities for the young to
socialise, play and enjoy nature

That potential locations for a new playground for the New Town
are identified and a project group set up to pursue feasibility and
possible funding

That a task force is set up to investigate the feasibility of planting
a community orchard in the town, ideally located near our main
cluster of schools.

That every effort is made to protect greenbelt land and other
green spaces around the town

That Beaconsfield’s trees are further safeguarded by reviewing
individual and area TPOs and landscape succession. The special
importance of ancient woodlands (Walkwood, Ledborough Wood
and Browns Wood) should be noted.
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b. Public Consultation for this Beaconsfield Neighbourhood Plan (late 2021/

early 2022)

956 respondents completed a public questionnaire. Key feedback is set out below:

Public Consultation for the Beaconsfield Neighbourhood Plan

(2022)

Key themes

Key changes residents would like to see include:
- Housing, green spaces, traffic, and community areas
- Residents would like Beaconsfield to remain as it is especially
around housing development and green spaces

Strong support at 97% that the Green Belt is very important to the town
and that it should and must remain in place.

Enhanced green spaces in the settlement area including the high street
scene. 82% in support of more high street trees.

77% agreeing with more public green space within the town

What would you like
Beaconsfield Town Council
to focus on?

‘More high quality maintenance of our green spaces’
‘Improve, increase, and maintain Green Spaces’.

‘More green spaces, more community spaces e.g. Playgrounds for
children. More green spaces that families can use’. 75% in support

‘Protect the Green Belt and provide community areas. 94% in support.

‘To preserve our historic and character areas and strengthen that
protection’. 97% in support.

Public comments:

“We need more public gardens, parks and other green species in the
town”

“Green spaces should be redesigned and managed properly”

“I would like our Greenbelt to remain protected including paths and
parks”
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Question:

2e. What would you most
like Beaconsfield Town
Council to focus on or
prioritise in the next few
years? (Open Answer)

906 (95%) out of a total of 956 respondents completed this question.
Top repeating keywords include:

e “Town” was mentioned 224 times

e “Green” was mentioned 221 times

e “Roads” is mentioned 220 times

e “Traffic” was mentioned 163 times

e “Parking” was mentioned 150 times

Question:

6a. How important is the
green countryside
surrounding the town to
you? This includes the
various woods and open
views and meadows. (Open
answer)

927 (97%) out of a total of 956 respondents completed this question.
Top repeating keywords include:

e “Very” mentioned 578 times

e “Important” mentioned 519 times

e “Extremely” mentioned 97 times

e “Green” mentioned 73 times

e “Vital” mentioned 50 times

Question:

6e. How often do you use
each of the following parks
and green spaces across
Beaconsfield?

891 (93%) out of a total of 956 respondents completed this question.
In terms of total visitations the top 10 most visited parks and green
spaces in rank order were:

. Town Hall Green

. Walkwood

. War Memorial Gardens

. St Michael’s Green

. Windsor End Green

. Holtspur Bank Nature Reserve

. One Tree Meadow

. Holtspur Bank Butterfly Reserve

. Malthouse Square

10. The Oval

O oONOUA WN R

The top five parks and green spaces visited at least once a week in rank
order were:

1. Walkwood

2. Town Hall Green

3. St Michael’s Green

4. Market Square Garden

5. Windsor End Green

Summary of Public Feedback

Protection of the Green Belt. 97% in support that it is very important to the town
and that it should and must remain in place.

The preservation of the green boundaries around the town are key to the town’s
character where those boundaries preserve our identity as a distinct town and
protect from urban sprawl. 97% in support.

To preserve the historic and character areas of the town and strengthen that
protection. 97% in support.

Enhanced green spaces in the settlement area including the high street scene.
82% in support of more high street trees.

The greenness of the town and its surrounds are important.

More public green space within the town. 77% in support.

Improved access to sport and leisure facilities on the open green spaces.

The provision of open spaces suitable for older children across the town
including a skatepark or scooter park.

Higher quality maintenance of our green spaces.

Green spaces would benefit from improvements in design, care and
maintenance.

St Michael’s Green, New Town
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7. FUTURE STATE - HOW PLANNING CAN HELP ACHIEVE THESE GOALS IN
BEACONSFIELD

a. Balancing people and nature — Enhance our green open spaces to ensure
the town is attractive as a place to live, work and play for everyone

Beaconsfield’s population in mid 2016 was 12,675. There has been considerable
population growth of c. 20% over the period 2001 to 2016. This is significantly more than
the 12% growth in the South East and in England over the same period. (Source: Mid-Year
Estimates (ONS) 2016 and Local Government Insight Report August 2018).

In terms of population profile, the mid 2016 figures showed that 22.1% of the population
of Beaconsfield was between the ages of 0-15 years, 57% were between the ages of 16-
64 years, and 20.9% greater than 65 years.

Beaconsfield Population Profile
(Mid 2016)

Age of Population % of Total No. of
Population Population
Working (16-64) 57.0% 7,220
Non-working (0-15) 22.1% 2,805
Non-working (65+) 20.9% 2,650
Total 100% 12,675

Source: Mid-Year Estimates (ONS) 2016

It is well documented that the amount of time children spend playing outdoors, their
ability to get around independently, and their level of contact with nature are strong
indicators of how a town is performing. From the latest statistics, 22.1% of the
Beaconsfield population are aged 0-15 years. The needs of these young people and their
families in terms of access to green open spaces is important to fully assess. There is risk
that they could choose to live in other towns or destinations which have a better offering,
resulting in detrimental economic and cultural impacts on the town.
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Post the Covid pandemic more people are working from home and for Beaconsfield this
means more people using the town’s resources during the day. Analysis of the findings of
the public consultation questionnaire highlighted that 11% of respondents worked in
Beaconsfield and close to 24% of respondents worked from home all the time and 38%
some of the time. This trend is expected to continue, and therefore access to local green
spaces for the town’s working population will continue to be important.

With a diverse population, a multi-generational approach to planning green spaces in and
around the town is key so that it works for everyone to create a healthier, more inclusive,
vibrant, and resilient environment for all to live, work and play.

In summary, the protection, use, accessibility, and connectivity to these open spaces and
the network of green infrastructure across Beaconsfield is crucial to maintaining a thriving
town and is afforded the highest degree of attention.

Town Hall Green
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b. Creating effective spaces - Achieve well designed quality green open
spaces in the town centre to maintain vibrancy and social cohesion

Accessibility to well maintained, well designed public gardens and open spaces as a place
to meet, rest and relax are crucial. This was highlighted in public consultation feedback.

Within the town centre, how green spaces are designed within the context of their
surroundings and street scene is key to their overall effectiveness. This is particularly
important for the Town Hall Green, St Michael’s Green, the War Memorial Gardens, and
Market Square Garden. The Town Hall Green should be put centre stage and enhanced
as a key community focus for the town.

Initiatives which have been widely adopted in towns to improve the accessibility, use and
visual attractiveness of these central spaces includes the design of quality landscaping,
tree planting and bulb planting, careful street furniture placement, children’s play areas
and other complimentary uses such as water fountains. The latter recently installed on
the Town Hall Green by the Town Council.

Central open green spaces used as a multi-functional place to meet for public events adds
to vibrancy such as the market in the Old Town. More of these types of events should be
encouraged.

Beaconsfield Old Town Tuesday Market
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c. Improving health and wellbeing — Enhance our open spaces to promote
healthy lifestyles and safe communities in the town

The town’s green open spaces including green belt land, playgrounds, sports fields and
parks are invaluable community assets for the general health and wellbeing of residents.
This is particularly important as:

e In 2015, data from the Department for Work and Pensions (2015) stated that
7.4% of children in Beaconsfield were classified as being in poverty. It is well
researched that access to open spaces reduces health inequalities particularly in
areas of social deprivation.

e Inthelast Census 2011 20.2% of the population of Beaconsfield lived in flats with
little or no access to a garden.

One Tree Meadow

Recreational Open Spaces/ Playgrounds

Malthouse Square Recreation Ground and Holtspur Recreation Ground are important
community assets in terms of access and use. The recent refurbishment of the Malthouse
Square Playground has further helped local families to enjoy time outside, for exercise
and for social interaction. There is currently a lack of a suitable playground in the New
Town or recreational resources for older children (aged 5-15 years).
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Sports/ Playing Fields
There are a number of sports play fields/ grounds with associated support facilities which
are valuable community sports assets. All except the tennis facilities lie in Green Belt:

Football — pitches laid out at Wooburn Green Lane, and at Wilton Park. Both
have changing room facilities.

Rugby - rugby pitches and a clubhouse laid out at Oak Lodge Meadow.

Cricket - Beaconsfield Cricket Club comprises 3 cricket pitches, a clubhouse and
pavilion off the London Road. The club supports an annual community fire
display.

Tennis — based off Grenfell Road in the New Town, Beaconsfield Tennis Club has
tennis courts, boules, green space, and mature tree area.

Woodlands

Close proximity to woodland areas to ensure access to nature is important in the town.
Walkwood, which is close to the centre of town, is particularly important as are areas of
established and ancient woodlands which surround the town, both public and privately
owned. Access to outer lying woodlands areas and green spaces for walking and cycling
is encouraged and would benefit from better information and signage.

Allotments
Allotments are important to encourage food sustainability. The Ivins Road Allotments are
now the only allotments available in the town and should be preserved and enhanced.

Communication

Improved site maps, information boards, waymarking to highlight links to and from a site,
interpretation boards and nature boards would all add to inform, encourage, and
increase footfall to these green spaces around the town to help enhance wellbeing.

d. Improving biodiversity - Mitigate climate change and enhance the natural
environment in the town for the benefit of people and nature

Mitigating the impact of climate change and rising temperatures is essential for the long
term sustainability of the town. More generalised flooding has been experienced on the
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town’s high streets and residential roads in recent years as the regularity of heavy rain
showers becomes a more common occurrence.

Increasing infill development is also encroaching on natural habitats and removal of
established trees and hedgerows for development and formation of driveways are a
continuing threat with localised flooding, loss of shaded areas and loss of biodiversity.

Biodiversity is essential to plants, animals, and ecosystems. Future landscape and
ecological enhancements should be designed to improve and balance the benefit for
wildlife and humans. There is considerable scope for this in Beaconsfield.

Initiatives that would help to mitigate climate change and enhance the natural
environment in the town include:

e Maintaining and planting new trees and hedgerows on residential streets and high
streets

Planting of new trees and hedgerows should be encouraged on residential/high streets
where it is appropriate and in keeping with the street scene on the boundary of private
land and also on the highway. They have significant positive impacts including
improving the overall attractiveness of an area, reduce waterlogging and localised
flooding, provide shading, provide a habitat for a wide range of wildlife, and improve
air quality.

The planting of 27 flowering cherry and rowan trees on the verges on Sandelswood
End in the New Town in early 2021 (and a further 10 in 2022) has considerably reduced
localised flooding in the road and improved the overall attractiveness of the area. The
initiative was driven by a desire to ensure the road was safer for pedestrians and
cyclists on a busy section of a residential road close to a primary school. The trees act
as a natural barrier, and slows traffic allowing cars, cyclists, and pedestrians to co-exist
more easily. They also provide valuable shade and helps with local air quality.

There is a need to reinstate and strengthen green infrastructure in the three hearts of
the town, and well planned tree planting in key areas can often make immediate but
longstanding positive impacts to the ‘look and feel’ of the street scene, which is of
particular importance in certain areas of special character and conservation areas.
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Planting bulbs and wild flowers on smaller green areas and verges

Planting early daffodils, wild bluebells and primrose, and other wild flowers on smaller
open green areas and verges not suitable for trees close to the street would be a
positive contribution to biodiversity. Introducing ferns, mosses and other shaded
species into damp shaded areas should also be considered.

Town Hall Green bulb planting

Maintaining, planting, and improving tree and hedgerow habitats

Trees and hedgerows throughout the town and in particular along the green
infrastructure network should be maintained and strengthened. A range of tree types
and sizes should be considered particularly along the green infrastructure network
including the green belt where these are currently located and are in keeping with
their setting. Native species such as oak and beech are particularly important for the
local landscape and wildlife, but smaller more ornamental ones may be more
appropriate in some settings. Native plant species tend to support a wider range of
birds and fit better in a predominantly wild setting.

In built up areas some cultivated species can provide good visual impact and add
interest to the area. The introduction of nuisance species is discouraged.
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Vertical opportunities for planting using species which naturally attach
themselves to trees or walls or which require some form of support should be
encouraged. These are particularly useful where there is limited ground space.
For example, where front gardens have been made into parking spaces or in
areas around the town centre.

Existing hedges should be maintained and enhanced, and new hedges planted
as they have a positive impact on biodiversity, bird habitats and act as a barrier
for dust and wind. These should not encroach on footpaths or driveways.

Small residential or commercial development sites (less than 2 hectares) should
clearly set out in their planning proposals well-defined landscaping designs and
layouts which match the environment, use and setting adding to rich
biodiversity. Larger developments (greater than 2 hectares) should incorporate
larger scale planting including woodland and meadow areas, where it is
considered appropriate having regard to the quality of soil and the setting.

Rewilding
Planting woodland flowers and wild flowers should be considered. Ideally these
should be in places where grass cutting times can be controlled.

Protecting Bat and Hedgehog Populations

All new buildings bordering or within close proximity to open spaces and the
green infrastructure network should incorporate integrated bat boxes and
hedgehog holes to support bat and hedgehog populations.

Planting green roofs and green walls
These should be further encouraged in existing and new developments to absorb
carbon and improve air quality wherever possible.

There are additional policies set out in the Neighbourhood Plan to help mitigate
climate change such as promoting sustainable design as set out in the Design
Code, and a network of footpaths, cycle paths, and bus services in and around
the town with links to the protected Green Belt land and areas of AONB
surrounding the town i.e. ‘the lungs of the town’. All of these elements are
crucial to improving access to green spaces, and the ongoing health of the town.
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8. DESIGNATION OF LOCAL GREEN SPACES

Paragraph 101 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) guidelines highlights
that the designation of land as a Local Green Space through Local and Neighbourhood
Plans allows communities to identify and protect green areas of particular importance to
them. Further guidelines state that designating land as Local Green Space should be
consistent with the local planning of sustainable development, and complement
investment in sufficient homes, jobs, and other essential services. These Local Green
Spaces should also only be designated if they are capable of enduring beyond the end of
the plan period. In determining those spaces in the town which are suitable for inclusion
on a Local Green Spaces list, consideration has been given to Paragraph 102 of the
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) Guidelines which states:

“The Local Green Space designation should only be used where the green space is:
(a) in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves.
(b) demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local
significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational

value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; and,

(c) local in character and is not an extensive tract of land”.
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Candlemas Pond

The above criteria (a), (b) and (c) were considered when engaging with the local
community. Each of the spaces identified met criteria (a) and (c). For criteria (b) it was
important to establish the reasons why certain spaces were special to the local
community and locally significant. Visitation numbers were also analysed. The following
criteria were deemed important:

This relates to the visual attractiveness and aesthetic value of the
space, and its contribution to the streetscape, landscape,
character or setting of the town. It also relates to how it
contributes to local character, by defining a sense of place, or by
helping to define the physical form of the town.

Accessibility

Historical
Significance

This relates to the historic importance the space holds for the
town. This could be because it contributes to the setting of a
heritage asset or some other locally valued landmark. It may also
hold cultural associations which are of particular significance.

Recreational This is the local significance for recreation and importance to the
Value town for a particular recreation activity or range of activities.
These could be formal or informal activities.

Tranquillity This is how well the space serves as a quiet place to sit and relax,

offering a place for reflection and peaceful enjoyment.

Biodiversity/ The space is locally significant for wildlife in a way that could be

Wildlife demonstrated such as a home to species or habitats of principal
importance, ancient woodland, or locally characteristic plants and
animals.

Air Quality The quality of air for general health and wellbeing is important for

a space’s overall attractiveness as place to relax or for exercise.

For the analysis each space was given a score between 1 and 5 as to how well it met each
of the criteria. 1 being low and 5 high. The results were collated and set out in tabular
and graphical format, set out more fully in Appendix B.
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Based on this analysis, the following spaces are proposed for listing with the highest level
of protection as Local Green Spaces:

RO NR

St Michael’s Green — green space

The Oval — green space, sports (tennis)

Walk Wood - ancient woodland, meadow, green space

Market Square Garden — green space

Malthouse Recreation Ground — green space, playground, fitness zone,
football nets

Holtspur Recreation Ground — green space, playground, fithess zone

The following sites already have existing protections and are categorised as ‘Valued
Green Spaces with Existing Protections’:
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Town Hall Green (Common Land)

One Tree Meadow (Village Green Status)

Wheeler’s Green (Village Green Status)

Candlemas Pond (Common Land)

Davenies Strip (Common Land)

War Memorial and Windsor End Green (Common Land)

Oak Lodge Meadow - rugby pitches (Green Belt)

Hampden Hill (Conservation Area/ Village Green Status)

Holtspur Bank Nature Reserve (Locally Listed Nature Reserve/Green Belt)
Ivins Road Allotments (Green Belt)

Wooburn Green Lane Sports Field - football pitches (Green Belt)
Beaconsfield Cricket Club (Green Belt)

Wilton Park Parkland and Pond and Wilton Park Football Pitches (Green Belt)
Minerva Way, Wilton Park, and Bowl Barrow Way — woodland and green
habitats (Green Belt)

The whole of the Green Belt area within the Parish of Beaconsfield
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9. KEY POLICY PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTIVES

We recognise continuing tensions exist locally between preserving the town’s character
and identity, its green boundaries and its current open spaces and green infrastructure,
and the ongoing infill development and demands on land for development. This theme is
further emphasised in the recently published document by the Government Policy
Exchange “Nature and the City” - December 2021. This advocated a number of policy
principles for enhancing access to nature in an urban setting:

1.

“Enhance the services nature provides society — there is strong evidence of the
benefits of urban greenery, and their value will increase as climate change and
urbanisation progresses. Policies therefore to put nature at the centre of future
densification.

Deliver outcomes that are desirable for both people and nature — meet the
needs of people while leaving the environment in a better state.

Give communities more autonomy and room for experimentation — ‘Good
quality’ nature needs space over the medium to long term to establish itself. This
requires community buy in at the local level”.

Our recommendations are led by three guiding policy principles:

To designate high community value Local Green Spaces to protect them for
generations to come.

To create, enhance, and maintain a green infrastructure network of local open
green spaces and green corridors for the purpose of promoting ecological
connectivity, outdoor recreation, and sustainable movement through the parish
and into neighbouring parishes, helping mitigate climate change, and ensuring
the town continues to thrive.

To ensure that all development proposals that lie within or adjoining the green
infrastructure network are required to have full regard to creating, maintaining,
and enhancing the network through quality design, landscaping including trees
and bulbs, recreational provision, open green spaces and delivering a net gain in
biodiversity value.

18

These guiding principles are recommended to be met through the following objectives.

Objective 1 — Protecting Community Green Spaces - Designated Local Green Spaces are
given the highest level of protection for future generations to enjoy

W NE

St Michael’s Green — green space

The Oval — green space, sports (tennis)

Walk Wood — ancient woodland, meadow, green space

Market Square Garden — green space

Malthouse Recreation Ground — green space, playground, fitness zone,
football nets

Holtspur Recreation Ground — green space, playground, fitness zone.

Objective 2 — Balancing People and Nature - Enhance our green open spaces to ensure
the town is attractive as a place to live, work and play for everyone

Every effort is taken to protect green spaces and green infrastructure including
those which lie in the Green Belt, Conservations Areas, Areas of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONB) and Common Land.

Ensure the managed integration and connectivity of the open spaces and green
infrastructure into and in the town including usage and access to the various
sports and green spaces, and to preserve and enhance their biodiversity.

Objective 3 — Creating Effective Spaces - Achieve well designed quality green open
spaces in the town centre to maintain vibrancy and social cohesion

Encourage and support tree planting and bulb planting in the centre of the town
where it is compatible with the street scene to break up the urban environment
and to improve visual appearance, safety, and air quality.

Review greening options, including landscape design, of key open spaces in the
town centre and any new development to improve use, access, safety, and their
visual attractiveness.

Encourage and support the use of open spaces for multiple users and events.
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Objective 4 — Improving Health and Wellbeing - Enhance our open spaces to promote
healthy lifestyles and safe communities in the town

Avoid the loss of recreational functions and sports grounds unless there is an
opportunity for wider integration and co-location of sports facilities and
services.

Enable the feasibility, planning and delivery of a playground in the new town for
young children.

Enable the feasibility, planning and delivery of recreational facilities for older
children

Ensure that open spaces do not suffer from encroachment from car parking and
traffic particularly in higher density residential areas to safeguard access.
Enhance the allotment at Ivins Road for the benefit of community cohesion and
food sustainability.

Review further opportunities to create linkages between the key open spaces
and address gaps in existing networks in footpaths and cycle routes.

Enhance accessibility to green local spaces by waymarking key green open
spaces and links between them.

Objective 5 — Improving Biodiversity - Mitigate climate change and enhance the natural
environment in the town for the benefit of people and nature

Protect, maintain, and enhance the planting of trees and hedgerows along
existing green corridors to add to biodiversity.

Promote the planting of trees and bulbs on street verges where appropriate with
the street scene to enhance visual attractiveness, and biodiversity.

Existing trees are safeguarded by reviewing TPOs (Tree Preservation Orders) to
enable enforcement.

Ensure that development sites (less than 2 hectares) are required to clearly set
out in their planning proposals well-defined landscaping designs and layouts
which match the environment, use and setting adding to rich biodiversity. Larger
developments (greater than 2 hectares) should incorporate larger scale planting
including woodland and meadow areas, where it is considered appropriate
having regard to the quality of soil and the setting.

Secure a natural corridor through any existing or new development that enables
wildlife to travel in and through or to link to surrounding paths.

Integrate bat boxes and hedgehog holes in new buildings bordering or within
close proximity to open spaces and the green infrastructure network.

War Memorial Gardens

Holtspur Recreation Ground
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APPENDIX A: GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE (POLICY BEACONS5) & LOCAL GREEN SPACES (POLICY BEACONG)

A study was undertaken during 2022/23 of all the publicly accessible open
spaces in the town to inform this policy, which included audits of each site
and analysis of public feedback. A clear and consistent methodology was
used to assess the sites. A qualitative analysis tool was used to identify
candidates for Local Green Space designation as part of this policy.

A total of 32 green spaces were identified throughout the town. Many of
these spaces have existing designations such as Village Green status,
Common land, and/or are located within the Green Belt.

Account was taken of other specific designations affecting the spaces
including the natural environment, and historic areas. Ancient woodlands
and veteran trees are afforded increased protection through the National
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). Sports pitches and playing fields have no
formal designation but are addressed in the national policy at Paragraph 99
of the NPPF.

We are advised that land already within the Green Belt does not require
designation as it has the same policy status. However, it does not recognise
the landscape quality or community value of land. Within the Green Belt a
number of green spaces have been identified that need to be maintained
and improved as they have strong community and amenity value, and
therefore they are also included in this open spaces study, namely
Beaconsfield Cricket Club, Wilton Park Parkland and pond, Wilton Park
football pitches, Oak lodge Meadow rugby pitches, Wooburn Green Lane
football pitches, ancient and key woodland, and priority habitats, Holtspur
Bank Nature Reserve, Holtspur Bank Butterfly Reserve and lvins Road
Allotments.
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In determining those spaces in the town which are suitable for inclusion on
a Local Green Spaces list, consideration has been given to Paragraph 102 of
the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) Guidelines which states:

“The Local Green Space designation should only be used where the green
space is:

(a) in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves.

(b) demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local
significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance,
recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of
its wildlife; and,

(c) local in character and is not an extensive tract of land”.

The above criteria (a), (b) and (c) were considered when engaging with the
local community. Each of the spaces identified met criteria (a) and (c). For
criteria (b) it was important to establish the reasons why certain spaces
were special to the local community and locally significant. The following
criteria were deemed important as set out in the table below.

Walk Woo

Market Square Garden



Accessibility This relates to the visual attractiveness and aesthetic value of the space, and its contribution to the streetscape, landscape, character or
setting of the town. It also relates to how it contributes to local character, by defining a sense of place, or by helping to define the physical
form of the town.

Historical This relates to the historic importance the space holds for the town. This could be because it contributes to the setting of a heritage asset or
Significance some other locally valued landmark. It may also hold cultural associations which are of particular significance.

Recreational This is the local significance for recreation and importance to the town for a particular recreation activity or range of activities. These could
Value be formal or informal activities.
Tranquillity This is how well the space serves as a quiet place to sit and relax, offering a place for reflection and peaceful enjoyment.

Biodiversity/ The space is locally significant for wildlife in a way that could be demonstrated such as a home to species or habitats of principal importance,
Wildlife ancient woodland, or locally characteristic plants and animals.

Air Quality The quality of air for general health and wellbeing is important for a space’s overall attractiveness as place to relax or for exercise.

For the analysis, each space was given a score between 1 and 5 as to how well it met each of the criteria. 1 being low and 5 being high. The results were collated and set
out in tabular and graphical format set out more fully in Appendix B of the ‘Local Green Spaces and Green Infrastructure Study’. This analysis identified 6 key spaces as
potential candidates for Local Green Space designation.

The analysis is summarised in the following schedules with information for each space including type, location, a brief description, size, ownership, any existing
protections, if they met criteria (a), (b) and (c) of Paragraph 102 of the NPPF, total qualitive score and if they were a candidate for Local Green Space designation.
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BEACONSFIELD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN - OPEN SPACES AND GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE STUDY

LIST OF PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE LOCAL GREEN SPACES AND LOCAL GREEN SPACE DESIGNATION CANDIDATE SITES

Name Type Location Description Size Ownership Existing Test (a) Test (b) Test (c) Total Local Green Space
(acres) Protection Close to Community Local in Score Designation
community Value character Max.
and not 30)
extensive
Town Hall Green space Station Road in Grassed area and tbc Unitary Common Vv N Vv 21
Green front of Town flowerbeds with (BTC mangt) Land
(1) Hall building. benches. Area used to
sit and relax by local
residents and
workers.
St Michael’s Green space Warwick Road Grassed area with tbc Unitary X N N N 24 Accessibility
Green flowerbeds (BTC mangt) Excellent
(2) surrounded by church History
and residential. Area Church green
used to sit and relax Recreation
for local residents and A place to sit and relax by local
workers, and visitors residents and workers, and
to Bekonscot. visitors to Bekonscot.
Picnicking, etc. Open green space to play for
small children
Tranquillity
Quiet place close to the centre of
town
Air Quality
Good
Garvin Playground Garvin Avenue Playground for tbc Unitary X v N Vv 16
Avenue next to St Mary | toddlers (<5 years of (Leased to
Toddler and All Saints age). BTC)
Playground CofE Primary
(3) School/
Playgroup
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Name Type Location Description Size Ownership Existing Test (a) Test (b) Test (c) Total Local Green Space
(acres) Protection Close to Community Local in Score Designation
community Value character Max.
and not 30)
extensive
The Oval Sport Tennis Club, Beaconsfield Tennis 3.2 BTC X N N N 24 Accessibility
(4) Green space Grenfell Road Club, boules, green Very good
space, and mature Recreation
tree area. Surrounded A place to play tennis.
by residential. Area A place for young children to play
used for sport, Walking dogs
relaxation, and dog Tranquillity
walking. Quiet areas to sit and relax
Wildlife/Biodiversity
Variety of mature trees and scrub
Air Quality
Good
Seeley’s Walk | Green Path from Penn | Green pathway with 1.0 BTC X v N v 19
(5) pathway Road to grass and trees.
Woodside Important link
Avenue, and between Seeleys
spurs north and | estate and the New
north west Town shops/station
Gurney’s Green Path over Green pathway with 0.3 BTC X N N N 16
Piece pathway railway from grass and trees.
(6) Gregories Road Important link over
to Baring Road the railway between
Gregories Road to
Baring Road.
Chesterton Green space Between Large open grassed n/k L&Q X v X v 12
Green Maxwell Road area in centre of New
(7) and Garvin Town surrounded by
Avenue residential on two

sides.

23




Beaconsfield Neighbourhood Plan 2023

Local Green Spaces and Green Infrastructure Study

Name Type Location Description Size Ownership Existing Test (a) Test (b) Test (c) Total Local Green Space
(acres) Protection Close to Community Local in Score Designation
community Value character Max.
and not 30)
extensive
One Tree Green space Off eastern end | Large open green 6.5 BTC Village N v v 20
Meadow Meadow of One Tree space/meadow edged Green Status
(8) Woodland Lane with mature and
scrub woodland.
Surrounded by
residential on 3 sides
& the railway line.
Area used for
walking, dog walking,
picnicking, fitness etc.
Wheeler’s | Green space Corner of Square grassed area 0.2 BTC Village N Vv Vv 14
Green Candlemas Lane | surrounded by Green Status
(9) and Candlemas residential and road
Mead on two sides. Used
for dog walking and
cut through.
Candlema | Green space Corner of Grassed space with n/a BTC Common v v v 21
s Pond Pond Candlemas Lane | pond with fencing Land
(10) and Station and residential on
Road one side. Pond is a
good visual attraction
but limited access.
Candlema | Green space Cul de sac at Open oval shaped n/k L&Q X N N N 11
s Mead end of grassed area
(12) Candlemas surrounded by
Mead residential.
Davenies | Green Station Road Strip of green n/k Unitary Common N Vv Vv 16
Strip and pathway close to pathway and trees (BTC Mangt) Land
Piece Woodland Davenies School | with benches. An
(12) important path from

Old to New Town.
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Name Type Location Description Size Ownership Existing Test (a) Test (b) Test (c) Total Local Green Space
(acres) Protection Close to Community Local in Score Designation
community Value character (Max.3
(*see and not 0)
analysis) extensive
Hyde Green Green space Off Amersham Extensive open n/k L& Q X N X N 11
(13) Road between grassed area. Open
Maxwell Road fields to east beyond
and Waller A355.Surrounded by
Road residential on 3 sides.
No clearly defined use
other than providing
open view for
residents.
Walk Wood Woodland Between Burkes | Large ancient 24.1 BTC X v v v 29 Accessibility
(14) Green space Rd, Walkwood woodland. Open Very good
End, Tilsworth green area Recreation
Rd, Butlers surrounded by Woodland for walking, dog
Court Rd, Grove | meadow. Area used walking
Rd and Butlers for walking, Green space for fitness
Court Primary picnicking, and A place to relax and children to
School and tranquillity. play.
Beaconsfield Tranquillity
High School Quiet place close to town
centre
Biodiversity/ Wildlife
Rich ancient woodland
environment
Air Quality
Good
Geary’s Piece Woodland Between A40 Deciduous woodland 2.9 BTC X N X N 11
and Meadow Green space Wycombe End habitat. Open grassed
(15) and The area, meadow.
Spinney Rough, overgrown

pathway. Area has no
clearly defined use.
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Name Type Location Description Size Ownership Existing Test (a) Test (b) Test (c) Total Local Green Space
(acres) Protection Close to Community Local in Score Designation
community Value character Max.
and not 30)
extensive
Spinney/ Woodland Junction of The | Small woodland area 0.5 BTC X N N N 17
Wattleton Spinney/ surrounded by
Road Wattleton Road | residential. Used for
(16) dog walking, leisure.
War Green space Windsor End War Memorial with n/k Hall Barn Common Land N N N 20
Memorial and small, grassed area &
Garden flower beds. A further
(17) large grassed area -
place to sit and relax,
and for reflection.
Market Green space Aylesbury End Green area and 0.8 BTC X v N v 20 Historic
Square flowerbeds with Old established garden in Old
Garden mature trees. Area Town
(18) used to sit and relax. Accessibility
Excellent
Recreation
Place to sit and relax.
Malthouse Green space Malthouse Square open grassed n/k L&Q X N N N 13
Square Square area surrounded by
(19) residential.
Malthouse Playground Between Large, grassed area 2.8 BTC X v v v 24 Accessibility
Square Green space Malthouse with playground and Excellent
Playground Square, fitness equipment. Recreation
(20) Hedgerley Lane | Surrounded by Place for young children to play.

and Lakes Lane

residential. Area
used for recreation,
fitness and to relax.

Fitness equipment
Quiet place to sit and relax.
Tranquillity
Quiet place close to Old Town
Biodiversity/ Wildlife
Surrounded by woodland and
hedgerows.

Air Quality
Good
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Name Type Location Description Size Ownership Existing Test (a) Test (b) Test (c) Total Local Green Space
(acres) Protection Close to Community Local in Score Designation
community Value character Max.
and not 30)
extensive
Oak Lodge Sport Between Large, grassed area 11.7 BTC Green Belt N N N 18
Meadow Windsor End, set out with rugby
(21) Cross Lane and pitches and pavilion.
Hedgerley Lane | Area used for sport.
Holtspur Playground Between Large open grassed 3.6 BTC X N v v 21 Recreation
Recreation Green space Holtspur Way, space with trees, a Place for young children to play
Ground Mayflower playground and Fitness equipment
(22) Way, Crab Tree | fitness equipment. Quiet place to sit and relax.
Close and Area used for Tranquillity
Beacon Close recreation, fitness, Quiet place to relax
and to relax. Wildlife
Surrounded by wooded area
and hedgerows
Air Quality
Good
Cherry Tree Green space North Cherry Small triangular piece thc L&Q X N Vv Vv 12
Road Tree Road of green grassed area
(23) with low evergreen
hedgerows bisected
by residents parking
at its centre.
Hampden Hill | Green space Hampden Hill Large circular shaped 2.6 BTC Conservation v v v 23
(24) off north part of | open space. Grassed Area
Holtspur Top area with a few
Lane benches and trees Village Green

surrounded by
residential property.
Area used for dog
walking and to relax.
It was designated a
Conservation Area on
28 October 2005 and
a Village Green in
2011.

Status
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Name Type Location Description Size Ownership Existing Test (a) Test (b) Test (c) Total Local Green Space
(acres) Protection Close to Community Local in Score Designation
community Value character | (Max.
(*see and not 30)
analysis) extensive
Holtspur Bank | Nature West off Nature reserve on 26.5 BTC Green Belt N N N 28
Nature reserve Holtspur Top sloping site with
Reserve Woodland Lane extensive woodland
(25) areas. Area used for
walking, nature
watching, dog walking
and to relax.
Holtspur Bank | Nature West off Butterfly reserve thc BTC Green Belt v N v 28
Butterfly reserve Holtspur Top adjacent to nature
Reserve Lane reserve. Area used for Conservation
(26) walking, nature Area
watching, dog walking
and to relax.
Ivins Road Allotments Ivins Road off Rectangular shaped 1.8 BTC Green Belt N N N 21
Allotments southern allotment area with
(27) section of grassy paths.
Holtspur Top Surrounded by
Lane residential and
Holtspur Bank Nature
Reserve to the north.
Wooburn Sport Wooburn Green | Large open area with 9.5 BTC Green Belt v v v 10
Green Lane Lane, south of 3.75 football pitches
Sports Field M40 and changing rooms.
(28) An area used for
sport.
Beaconsfield Sport London Road, Cricket ground (3 n/k Beaconsfield Green Belt v v v 20
Cricket Club Old Town pitches), clubhouse Cricket Club
(29) and outbuilding.
Open grassed area.
Wilton Park Sport Wilton Park Football pitches. Part n/k Inland Green Belt N v N 18
Football of Wilton Park Homes
Pitches development area.
(30)

28




Beaconsfield Neighbourhood Plan 2023

Local Green Spaces and Green Infrastructure Study

Name Type Location Description Size Ownership Existing Test (a) Test (b) Test (c) Total Local Green Space
(acres) Protection Close to Community Local in Score Designation
community Value character Max.
and not 30)
extensive

Wilton Park Green space Wilton Park Parkland green open n/k Inland Green Belt N N N 18
Parkland space. Part of Wilton Homes
(31) Park development

area. Recreational

use.
Ancient and Green space Minerva Way, Woodland and green n/k Inland Green Belt N N N 20
key woodland | Woodland Wilton Park, habitats. Some form Homes
and priority Bowl Barrow parts of Wilton Park Portman
habitats Way development area. Estates
(32) Walking Burtley

Estate

Notes:

BTC - Beaconsfield Town Council

Unitary — Buckinghamshire Council

L & Q- London and Quadrant Housing Association
n/a - not applicable
n/k — not known

tbc — to be confirmed

Land which is Common Land or has Town or Village Green Status has been confirmed by Beaconsfield Town Council from Council registers.

Excluded land: Church, Cemetery, Car Parks, private/woodland outside town (except items 31-32), Schools green spaces

Rare species found at Holtspur Bank nature reserve include Chalkhill Blue Butterfly, Small Copper Butterfly and Purple Pyramidal orchids
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APPENDIX B — LOCAL PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE GREEN SPACES QUALITIATIVE ANALYSIS

Test (b) - Special Value to Community
Qualitative Assessment Criteria (1-5) Maximum Score = 30

No. | Name Location Accessibility Historical Tranquillity | Biodiversity | Recreation Air SCORE
significance / wildlife Value Quality
1 Town Hall Green Station Road in front of Town Hall building 5 4 3 2 5 2 21
2 St Michael's Green Warwick Road 5 4 5 2 4 4 24
3 Garvin Avenue Playground Garvin Avenue 5 1 1 1 5 3 16
4 The Oval Beaconsfield Tennis Club, Grenfell Road 5 3 4 2 5 5 24
5 Seeley's Walk Path from Penn Road to Woodside Avenue 4 2 3 4 2 4 19
6 Gurney’s Piece Path over railway Gregories Road to Baring Road 4 2 3 1 2 4 16
7 Chesterton Green Between Maxwell Road and Garvin Avenue 5 1 1 1 2 2 12
8 One Tree Meadow Off eastern end of One Tree Lane 3 1 5 4 3 4 20
9 Wheeler's Green Corner of Candlemas Lane and Candlemas Mead 5 1 3 1 1 3 14
10 Candlemas Pond Corner of Candlemas Lane and Station Road 5 4 3 4 3 2 21
11 Candlemas Mead Cul de sac at end of Candlemas Mead 4 1 1 1 1 3 11
12 Davenies Strip Station Road close to Davenies School 5 3 2 3 1 2 16
13 Hyde Green Off Amersham Road between Maxwell Road and Waller Road 4 1 2 1 1 2 11
14 Walk Wood Between Burkes Road, Walkwood End, Tilsworth Road, Butlers 4 5 5 5 5 5 29
Court Road, Grove Road and Butlers Court and Beaconsfield
High School
15 Geary'’s Piece and Meadow Between A40 Wycombe End and The Spinney 1 1 3 4 1 1 11
16 | Spinney/ Wattleton Road Junction of The Spinney/ Wattleton Road 5 1 3 3 2 3 17
17 War Memorial Garden Windsor End 5 5 3 1 2 4 20
18 Market Square Garden Windsor End (adjacent to Church, continuing south down 5 5 3 1 4 2 20
Windsor End)
19 Malthouse Square Malthouse Square 5 1 2 1 1 13
20 Malthouse Square Between Malthouse Square, Hedgerley Lane and Lakes Lane 5 4 4 3 5 3 24
Playground
21 Oak Lodge Meadow Between Windsor End, Cross Lane and Hedgerley Lane 3 2 2 5 3 18
22 Holtspur Recreation Ground Between Holtspur Way, Mayflower Way, Crab Tree Close and 5 2 4 2 5 3 21
Beacon Close
23 Cherry Tree Road Cherry Tree Road 5 1 1 1 1 3 12
24 Hampden Hill Hampden Hill off north part of Holtspur Top Lane 2 5 5 3 3 5 23
25 Holtspur Bank Nature West off Holtspur Top Lane 3 5 5 5 5 5 28
Reserve
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26 Holtspur Bank Butterfly West off Holtspur Top Lane 3 5 5 5 5 5 28
Reserve

27 Ivins Road Allotments Ivins Road off southern section of Holtspur Top Lane 3 2 4 4 4 4 21

28 Wooburn Green Lane Sports Woburn Green Lane, immediately south of M40 1 1 1 1 5 1 10
Field

29 Beaconsfield Cricket Club London Road, Old Town 3 5 2 1 5 2 18

30 Wilton Park Football Pitches Wilton Park 3 1 2 2 5 3 16

31 Wilton Park Parkland Wilton Park 3 5 3 1 3 3 18

32 Ancient and key woodland Minerva Way, Wilton Park, Bowl Barrow Way 3 5 2 5 2 3 20

and priority habitats
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APPENDIX B
Beaconsfield Neighbourhood Plan - 2023

Publicly Accessible Local Green Spaces - Qualitative Analysis
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Appendix C
Green infrastructure network
(see separate file)
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