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1 Introduction 

1.1 This screening statement considers whether the contents of the Buckland Revised 

Neighbourhood Plan requires a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) in accordance with 

the European Directive 2001/42/EC and associated Environmental Assessment of Plans and 

Programmes Regulations 2004. 

1.2 This screening statement follows one produced previously based on the ‘Made’ Buckland 

Neighbourhood Plan dated August 2014 in which the former Aylesbury Vale District Council 

concluded that the Buckland Neighbourhood Development Plan is not likely to have significant 

environmental effects beyond those expected by 'strategic' district‐wide policies of the Local 

Plan, and therefore this does not trigger a need for a Strategic Environmental Assessment. 

Attached as Appendix 2. 

1.3 The screening process is based upon consideration of standard criteria to determine whether 

the plan is likely or not to have “significant environmental effects”. The result of 

Buckinghamshire Council’s (BC) screening process is detailed in this Screening Statement. 

1.4 The legislative background set out below outlines the regulations that require the need for this 

screening exercise. Section 4, provides a screening assessment of the likely significant 

environmental effects of the policies in the Buckland Neighbourhood Plan revision and the need 

for a full Strategic Environmental Assessment. 

2 Legislative Background 

2.1 The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 required Local Authorities to produce 

Sustainability Appraisals (SA) for all local development documents to meet the requirement of 

the EU Directive on SEA. It is considered best practice to incorporate requirements of the SEA 

Directive into an SA. 

2.2 Although a Sustainability Appraisal is not a requirement for a Neighbourhood Plan, part of 

meeting the ‘Basic Conditions’ which the plan is examined on, is to show how the plan achieves 

sustainable development. The Sustainability Appraisal process is an established method and a 

well recognised ‘best practice’ method for doing this. It is therefore advised, where an SEA is 

identified as a requirement, an SA should be incorporated with SEA, at a level of detail that is 

appropriate to the content of the Neighbourhood Plan. 
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3 Criteria for Assessing the Effects of Neighbourhood Development 

Plans 

3.1 Criteria for determining the likely significance of effects referred to in Article 3(5) of 

Directive 2001/42/EC are set out below1: 

1.The characteristics of plans and programmes, having regard, in particular, to: 

 the degree to which the plan or programme sets a framework for projects and other 

activities, either with regard to the location, nature, size and operating conditions or by 

allocating resources, 

 the degree to which the plan or programme influences other plans and programmes 

including those in a hierarchy, 

 the relevance of the plan or programme for the integration of environmental considerations 

in particular with a view to promoting sustainable development, 

 environmental problems relevant to the plan or programme, 

 the relevance of the plan or programme for the implementation of Community legislation on 

the environment (e.g. plans and programmes linked to waste‐management or water 

protection). 

2. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in 

particular, to: 

 the probability, duration, frequency and reversibility of the effects, 

 the cumulative nature of the effects, 

 the transboundary nature of the effects, 

 the risks to human health or the environment (e.g. due to accidents), 

 the magnitude and spatial extent of the effects (geographical area and size of the population 

likely to be affected), 

 the value and vulnerability of the area likely to be affected due to: 

 special natural characteristics or cultural heritage, 

 exceeded environmental quality standards or limit values, 

 intensive land‐use, 

 the effects on areas or landscapes which have a recognised national, Community or 

international protection status. 

1 Source: Annex II of SEA Directive 2001/42/EC 
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4 Assessment 

4.1 The diagram below illustrates the process for screening a planning document to ascertain 

whether a full SEA is required. 
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4.2 The table below shows the assessment of whether or not the Buckland Neighbourhood Plan 

revision (March 2021 Draft) will require a full SEA. The questions below are drawn from the 

diagram above which sets out how the SEA Directive should be applied. The Parish Council has 

given Buckinghamshire Council a Draft of a plan that has been through the Neighbourhood 

planning regulations regulation 14 stage. This is what the screening is based on. 

4.3 The draft neighbourhood plan replacement contains the following policies and proposals. To 

highlight the differences between the ‘Made’ 2016 neighbourhood plan and the draft 2021 

replacement policies changes are indicated in red text (policy wording and changes taken from 

the parish councils Basic Conditions Statement March 2021): 

2021  BP1  Settlement  Boundary:   
The Buckland Neighbourhood Plan designates the Housing Settlement Boundary for Buckland Parish 
as shown on the Map (Appendix H. Proposals for infill development within the Settlement Boundary 
will be supported, provided they accord with the policies in the Buckland Neighbourhood Plan and 
the adopted Local Plan. With the exclusion of land within the AONB and Green Belt, development 
proposals for housing, other than for rural housing exception schemes, on land outside the Housing 
Settlement Boundary will not be permitted. Within the AONB and Green Belt only development in 
line with paragraph 172 of the NPPF (2019) will be permitted. 
This is a new policy and an addition to the 2016 Plan. 

***** 

2016  Policy  BP1:  Development  within  and  adjacent  to  the  Conservation  Area   
In the Conservation Area new development will be permitted provided it preserves or enhances the 
Conservation Area and maintains the integrity of the street scene. The Conservation Area is 
characterised by ribbon development and backland development will not be encouraged. Buildings 
should be of no more than two storeys in height and should be finished in materials complementing 
those already in use in the area. The protection of views into and out of the Conservation Area is 
most important. 
Policy  remains  the  same  in  2021  Plan  (now  BP2).   

***** 

2016  Policy  BP2:  AONB/Green  Belt  (now  BP3  see  2021  Policy  BP3  below)  

2021  Policy  BP3:  AONB/Green  Belt   
Any significant development into the AONB or Green Belt will be resisted, except in very exceptional 
circumstances, in order to protect the specific character of this section of the Chiltern Hills where 
great weight will be attached to conserving landscape, scenic beauty and heritage. Exceptional 
circumstances would include: 
Development and diversification of agriculture 
Re‐use of redundant buildings or the replacement of an existing building 

***** 

2016 Policy BP3: Local Distinctiveness 
In all parts of the Parish new buildings must preserve local distinctiveness through design, use of 
materials, density, space around buildings, height. Buildings should not be more than two storeys 
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high, unless special circumstances can be proved. Housing density should respect the immediate 
character and pattern of development. 
Policy remains unchanged in 2021 Plan, now BP4 

***** 

2016 Policy BP4: No Further Coalescence (now BP5 see 2021 Policy BP5 below) 

2021  Policy  BP5:  No  Further  Coalescence  
Development will not be permitted which would lead to further coalescence with Aston Clinton. 
Views both into and out of the Parish are very important, not just in relation to the Conservation 
Area and the AONB, but throughout the length of the Parish in order to retain its rural character. 

***** 

2016 Policy BP5: New development (now BP6 see 2021 Policy BP6 below) 

2021 Policy BP6: New development 
Throughout the Parish in the built up areas new ribbon development on infill sites will be supported, 
as long as the proposed development respects the immediate environment, and the design and 
layout respects the local distinctiveness. Infill means that there is already residential built 
development on two sides of the site. New development, both minor and major, will be required to 
show a net gain in biodiversity. 

****** 

2016  Policy  BP6:  Meeting  Local  Housing  Needs   
Applications should include a mix of dwelling sizes, reflecting the existing and future needs of the 
Parish. Specific regard should be had for the provision of low cost market housing, extensions, and 
smaller properties for elderly downsizers. Permitted development rights will be removed from these 
properties to ensure they continue to meet this need. Support will be given for the conversion of 
existing properties in order to provide accommodation for three or more generations within the 
same dwelling. 
Policy  remains  unchanged  in  2021  Plan  now  BP7   

***** 

2016  Policy  BP7:  Affordable  Homes  (now  BP8  see  2021  Policy  BP8  below)  

2021  Policy  BP  8:  Affordable  Homes   
The provision of affordable homes for local needs through the rural housing exception scheme will 
be supported. The number, mix and design of dwellings for a rural exception scheme needs to be 
appropriate to meet local housing needs established through a housing needs survey undertaken by 
or in consultation with a Rural Housing Enabler. The affordable dwellings will be secured for those in 
affordable local need or with a valid local connection. 

***** 

2016 Policy BP8: Small business sites 

And 
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2016  Policy  BP9:  Redevelopment  of  existing  businesses   
These  two  policies  have  now  been  combined  (now  BP9  see  2021  Policy  BP9  below) 

2021  BP9:  Local  Businesses   
Support will be given to local existing and new rural businesses to enable them to grow and expand 
within the Neighbourhood Area, including the development and diversification of agricultural and 
land‐use businesses, provided that they: 
Do not generate unacceptable noise, fumes, odour that results in disturbance to neighbouring 
residential properties 
Respect residential amenity, highway safety, and the environment 
Do not generate a significant amount of additional traffic, due to site access being along narrow 
rural roads with no pavement provision for pedestrians and that: 
All parking, for both employees and visitors must be on‐site due to the narrow rural roads that 
predominate within the parish in order to ensure the safety of other road users 
The design of the premises falls within policies 

***** 

2016 Policy BP10: Reuse of Farm Buildings (Revised see 2021 Policy BP10 below) 

2021 Policy BP10: Reuse of Redundant Farm Buildings 
Applications for new uses for redundant traditional farm buildings will be permitted, provided it can 
be demonstrated that they are no longer suitable for modern farming methods, respect the original 
architectural and/or historic character of the building and lead to an enhancement of the immediate 
setting. Such development will be required to show a net gain in biodiversity. Protected and notable 
species are material planning considerations in planning applications and should be fully assessed 
and mitigated for as part of any development applications. 

***** 

2016 Policy BP11: Provision of on‐site parking space (Revised see 2021 Policy BP11 below) 

2021  Policy  BP11:  Provision  of  on‐site  parking  space   
New homes with two bedrooms or less must require at least two on‐site parking spaces. Properties 
with three or more bedrooms must provide a minimum of three on‐site parking spaces. Garages will 
be excluded from the calculation of parking provision in new developments to ensure there is no loss 
of on‐site parking spaces from the conversion of garages. Development of apartments must also 
adhere to these same on‐site parking requirements. 

***** 

2016 Policy BP12: Business traffic (Revised see 2021 Policy BP12 below) 

2021  Policy  BP12:  Business  traffic  
For all new business developments, including conversions and extensions, provision must be made 
for visitor parking to be accommodated on‐site, to ensure the safety of other more vulnerable road 
users 

***** 

2016 Policy BP13: Community Facilities 
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Existing community facilities within the Parish will be protected. Support will be given for proposals 
which will provide additional community facilities for the Parish. Development proposals that would 
result in the loss of existing community facilities will only be supported if accompanied by clear 
evidence the facilities are no longer viable, or proposals would result in improved provision within 
the Parish. 
Policy  remains  unchanged  in  2021  Plan  

***** 

2016  Policy  14:  Heritage  (Revised  see  2021  Policy  BP14  below)  

2021  Policy  14:  Heritage   
With diverse heritage assets throughout the whole Parish, both designated and non‐designated, as 
identified in Appendix F & G, development proposals will not be permitted that would have a 
negative impact on any heritage asset or its setting. Development should aim to conserve and 
enhance all heritage assets, designated and non‐designated, and their settings in both the built and 
natural environment. 
Support will be given to the restoration of the Wendover Arm of the Grand Union Canal. 

***** 

2016 Policy BP15: Natural Environment (Revised see 2021 Policy BP15 below) 

2021  Policy  BP15:  Biodiversity   
Minor and major development must protect and enhance biodiversity and wildlife in the Parish by: 
Providing a net gain in biodiversity 
Safeguarding designated sites and priority species, habitats (hedgerows, woodlands, grasslands) 
Protecting rare black poplar trees in the Vale and making every effort for more of these trees to be 
planted in their natural habitat 
Ensuring landscaping maximises the opportunity for native flora and fauna, including wildlife 
corridors 
Replacing any lost trees and hedgerows with native species 

***** 

2021:  BP16:  Infrastructure   
Proposals to improve the provision of higher, more reliable broadband speeds will be supported as 
long as: 
• Any infrastructure is designed and sited to minimise its impact on the character and appearance of 
the settlement and the surrounding countryside. 
Infrastructure  was  included  in  the  2016  version  of  the  Neighbourhood  Plan,  but  not  as  a  policy.  

4.4  The  assessment  on  SEA  requirement  or  not  follows:  
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Table 1: Establishing the Need for SEA 
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5.   Screening  Outcome ‐ SEA  Not  Needed  

5.1 The Buckland Neighbourhood Development Plan revision, like the current 
‘Made’ neighbourhood plan is not intending to allocate sites for housing 
or other development or identify a housing target. The plan is therefore 
unlikely to have significant environmental effects. 

5.2 The plan will contain policies to restrict housing to within the existing 
village and ensure the wider environmental is respected and any harmful 
impacts are to be avoided or mitigated against. Business will be able to 
expand subject to policy criteria but will also have to meet the wider plan 
policies including on environmental protection. The policies in the 
adopted local plan will also apply. 
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5.3 This screening opinion can be revisited if the plan changes in any 
significant extent as it moves through the later stages towards being 
made. When taken together (as is required by law) with relevant policies 
from the Local Plan policy and national planning policy, it is considered 
that the neighbourhood plan currently intended would NOT be likely to 
give rise to significant environmental effects. 

5.4 This screening opinion has been made following consultation with Natural 
England, Environment Agency and Historic England on a draft version of 
the document. 

5.5 Buckinghamshire Council consider that a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) is NOT needed. 
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Appendix  1  –  Statutory  Consultation  Responses  

Responses from statutory consultees following consultation on this document. 

Environment Agency 
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Natural England 

Image of email 

Response wording from e mail 

Dear David, 
Our ref: 353541 
Thank you for your consultation on the SEA Screening of Buckland Neighbourhood Plan. 
Natural England is a non‐departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure 
that the natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of 
present and future generations, thereby contributing to sustainable development. 
Based on the plan submitted, Natural England agree with the assessment that the 
Neighbourhood Plan does not require an SEA. 
We would like to bring to your attention the work that Dacorum Borough Council are 
undertaking regarding recreational pressures. Visitor surveys are currently underway to 
assess visitor numbers at Chilterns Beechwood SAC to inform their Local Plan HRA. Please 
note this is just for your information and no further action is required. 
Should the proposal change, please consult us again. 
If you have any queries relating to this advice, please contact me on the details below. 
Kind Regards, 
Ellen 
Ellen Satchwell 
Sustainable Development Lead Advisor 
Thames Solent Team | Natural England 
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Historic  England  

Please note no response was received from Historic England during the initial consultation 
period or following a further opportunity given for them to provide a response. 
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Appendix 2 – SEA Screening Report 2014 
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